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During the surmer-months, Canacda's peacctime Navy toured Canadian
ports, They took aboard reservists for short, intensive training courses,
covering diseipline, seamanship, engine-room duty, gunnery, torpedo, wireless,
signals, searchlight naval routine, and tactical exercises under seagoing
conditions, :

During the winter, Canadian destroyers took part with ships of the
Royal Navy in intensive exercises and manceuvres in West Indian waters.

In 1934, reserve strength consisted of:

Royal Canadian Naval Royal Canadian

Volunteer Reserve Naval Reserve
Officers 73 40
Ratings 899 149

Canada's Marine Position

As the 1930's drew to a close, and the possibility of another World
War began to emerge from a confused world scene. Canadian interest in marine
power quickened, All over ‘the world the experte debated the poaition « f the
Navy in modern war, But there were reasons other than the threat of war which
made it clear that Canada must have a competent Naval force of her own,

Canada's economy is based upon the exchange of the commodities of which
she has great surpluses for commodities of other countries which Canada lacks.
To prosper, Canada had to become a great trading nation. In 1939 Canada was the
fifth trading nation in the world, During the year ending March 31, 1939,
116,987 vessels of 90,161,573 tonnage entered ard left Canadaan ports., Of these
ships 27,500 vessels of 31,353,871 tons were seagoing, and 73,586 vessels of
45,386,457 tons were coastwise., Besides this shipping, the deep sea fishing
industry averaged around $40 millions per year.

Canada, as a maritime power, needed a Nevy to protect her shipping.
But it is difficult to obtain parliamentary appropriations for defence projects
in peacetime., Naval appropriations for the six years before thé war were:

l933’34.-aoowo~oo.--acoco-o.$2,[4225000
34-3‘5‘000v000-0‘¢-oo¢0~0-ooouo 2,222)000
35-360'0005000000«».uuc;ooo 2,395\000
36-370'0.0-000‘00tA¢-‘ooco.o 4—)853<OOO
37-38-0..00000.000000t0.0 4,4853000
38"39ooro.onooc.o..ooc.oao 6,639;000
It will be seen from these figures that, although they increased year

by year, the scope of the R,C,N, at the beginning of the war was most limited,

The entire cost of the Navy in 1939, just before the outbreak of war,
Was less than half the cost of the Harbonr ™*4~- I at. 1, 8Still, the Naval
Staff made such preparations as +' .y could for the battle whnee comin_ “ppeared
More plain before them eanrl .,,




