Civil & Political Covenant 170.15

municate any proposed amendments to the States Parties to the present Cove-
nant with a request that they notify him whether they favour a conference of
States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposals. In
the event that at least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference,
the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the
United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties pre-

sent and voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of -

the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall come into force whenthey have been approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority
of the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes.

3. When amendments comeinto force, they shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the

provisions of the present Covenant and any earlier amendment which they have
accepted.

Article 52

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 48, paragraph 5, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in
paragraph | of the same article of the following particulars:

a. Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 43;

b. The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article 49
and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 51.

Article 53

L. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, Enghsh French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Coveant to all States referred to in article 48.

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
AFGHANISTAN

For text see No. 18, at 180.9.
AUSTRALIA

“Articles 2 and 50. Australia advises that, the people having united as one
people in a Federal Commonwealth under the Crown, it has a federal con-
stitutional system. It accepts that the provisions of the Covenant extend to all
parts of Australia as a federal State without any limitations or exceptions. It
enters a general reservation that article 2, paragraphs 2 and 3, and article 50 shall
be given eflect consistently with and subject to the provisions in article 2,
paragraph 2.

Under article 2, paragraph 2, steps to adopt measures necessary to give
effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant are to be taken in accordance with
each State Party’s Constitutional processes which, in the case of Australia, are
the processes of a federation in which legislative, executive and judicial powersto
give effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant are distributed among the
federal (Commonwealth) authorities and the authorities of the constituent
States.

In particular, in relation to the Australian States the implementation of
those provisions of the Covenant over whose subject matter the federal
authorities exercise legislative, executive and judicial jurisdiction will be a matter
for those authorities; and the implementation of those provisions of the Cove-
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