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things, | am afraid I do pot know any more than
yourselves about what is in this part of the country.
But great scholars have often said that what know-
ledge we find out for ourselves is the most valuable in
making us able to take a good position in the world.

Now, suppose we spend our ten minates a day for

object lessons on our birds for the next week or fort-
night. ~ As finding out the facts for ourselves is said
by everyone to be the best way, and in natural science
the only way of any value, how shall we begin't
Well, I think -I can give you a hint. I want each
one of you to tell me how many different kinds
of birds you can see before our lesson to-morrow.
Look at them as well 48 you can, so that you can tell
us what your birds look like—so0 that we may know
how many have seen the same bird.’

« Bat & ourious boy will come in with ‘but we
won’t know the bird’s name.’” o

To which you will reply: “And perhaps I can’t
tell you. Scientific people say ‘ some persons know very
wany names of things, but after all they don’t know
much else about them.” We shall try, first, then, to
know something about our birds, and sometime or
other we can’t help knowing all the different names
people give them. ” -

Then you will ask: ‘ What points about these
birds will you try to find out?
. Oune will snswer, “Its size.”

‘Another, ‘“ Its color.”

Another, *“ Where it nests.”

Yet another, ¢ What kind of eggs are in its nest.”

Still another, ¢ What it feeds on.”

And still another, ‘ What its song is.”

Then you will say: “ Why, if you all do that we
will fiud out enough to make a big book about noth-
ing else but our birds! And there Il be lots of fun in
it, too.” Then you will conclude by saying, * We
are sure then of having more than enough for our

.

next lessbn. And every different kind of bird we

find we must write down in our list of birds, with all
the things we find out about them.”

« Now, what do you say to that programmel Can
you not lighten the monotony and wearisomeness of
your pupils’ school labor, while you are training
them to observe, to make notes and to reason g

"« 1 believe there is something in what you say.
Il try it and report the progress anotber day.”

Ferns.

| et me—

Al of us, pupils as well as teachers, have admired

ferns, and yet when it comes to a knowledge of them,
their characteristics; habits, mode of growth, all but
a fow must confess to no more than a superficial ac-

quaintance with a family of plants distinguished for
their beauty and simplicity of structure. So simple
is this structare that any one, by ‘& little serious
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