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labour troubles does not appear to have in prospect the
same strikes or the same labour troubles this year. The
depreciation in the value of lead and zine metal has had
a deterrent influence in the mining of these ores in the
Kootenay. The price of copper is fixed and the prices of
lead and zinc are reasonably stable so that mine operators
have at this time some opportunity of making permanent
plans for the production- of these metals this year. Oper-
ators of lead and zine mines are working under the handi-
cap of a limited smelting capacity and the mnecessary
penalizing of particularly lead ores for large zine content:
The result leaves much in doubt as to the future produc-
icioré of zine and also as to the effect on the production 0
ead.

Under normal conditions the output of copper should
vncrease for the year although it is not expected that many
new shippers of copper ore will be added to the list ©
producing mines in the province. High prices have mili-
tated against the mining of gold and so long as these
prices continue the production of gold will not increase
materially unless some profitable finds are made in the
future. The metalliferous production of ore in the prov-
ince does not appear at this time to warrant expectations
for a large increase over last year except upon the basis
of an improvement in labour conditions. If there will be no
strikes among the metal mines then there is little doub?
that the production of metals will equal that of the banner
year 1916 in quantity if on account of reduction in price
of metals it does not equal 1916 in value.

The coal production of British Columbia is on a steady
increase and we confidently look, barring labour troubles,
to see 1918 surpass 1917 in both output of coal and in pro-
duction of coke. The decreasing supply of oil as fuel has
warranted the exploitation and development of coal pro-
perties which should add to the production of coal this
year and those following.

The efforts of the provincial and Dominion Govern-
ment to increase the agricultural production of the prov-
ince should result in increased production. In the face
of the high prices agricultural effort should extend to the
capacity of the labour available. What extra planting 18
in contemplation is not known at this time but that every
effort will be made to increase the acreage under crops
is certain. With extensive back yard gardening and in-
tensive cultivation of the farming communities of the prov-
ince under favourable weather conditions there should be
a material increase in the agricultural production for the
year. The production of 1917 was $37,661,850. This 18
an increase of $5,478, 935 over the previous year. While
the agricultural production of the province has shown
a tendency to increase each year most of which has bee?
taken up with increased prices the province is neverthe-
less in the unenviable position of being compelled to pur~
chase nearly $20,000,000 of food products to feed her owD
people. But if production is increasing progress is being
made and under present comditions much more ecanno?
be expected.

The fishing industry of the provinee in 1917 enjoyed
great prosperity. The industry produced last year $19,
311,954 of fish products which was nearly 409% of the en-
tire production of the whole Dominion. The demand for
fish as food has greatly increased and now it is merely &
question of catching fish and shipping it to markets. The
sale of all varities is assured at profitable prices.  Both the
Dominion and provincial fisheries departments are seeking
to develop the catch and sale of ground fish. One trawler
has been placed in this service and it is hoped that others
will be put on in our northern waters to make use of the
tremendous supply of ground fish which is available. The
pack of salmon for the off-year should equal that of prev-
ious years. With the increased prices for canned calmom
the incentive for a very large pack is great. The tendecy
for the year is for increasing production with maintaine
prosperity in this large and growing industry of Briti$

Columbia.
(Continued on page 17)




