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small panes or, better still, with wire screened glass there
would be practically no danger of the fire, however intense,
entering the building. In modern office buildings the win-
dows, as a rule, are built with large panes of glass. Now,
when the heat from a fire near by attacks these they natural-
Iy crack and fall apart. Since the windows are made large
for the sake of light, the flames have a wide entrance,

Now, if the windows be made of wired glass they will
not break, and even if under the intense heat they crack
the wire will serve to hold them tégether. At the worst
the window will never be broken wide open for the entrance
of the flames. There was a small building so equipped at
Baltimore —a two story affair, but a modern building. It
stood in the heart of the burned district and was struck
upon by the hottest flames in the entire fire and yet it stood
unharmed.

This seems to me a solution of the difficulty. This wired
glass is much better than iron shutters. In an intense heat
the shutters might melt from their hinges and leave the build-
ing unprotected. Another thing to be considered is that
in a building where there are hundreds of windows, as in a
modern skyscraper, a fire might find these shutters open,
while there would be no time to close them. The Baltimore
fire melted and warped all the light metal work. On the
other hand, the wired glass windows would not be broken
tnless, of course, something heavy fell on them, and even
then but one would be broken at a time.”

From a building point of view the great fact of the fire
was that the accumulation of heat generated by the burning
of so many blocks of ordinary construction, was concentrated
and precipitated upon the seven fireproof buildings standing
toward the northern boundary of the central business dis-
trict of the city. After all, however, the great question is,
has Baltimore demonstrated which of the various systems
of building construction offers the greatest resistance to
fire with a remainder of the greatest salvage?

All authorities upon the subject are agreed that standard
fireproof construction is steel and porous terra cotta, The
showing there made will become historic and the record
will be quoted as authoritative for years to come.

No building permit will be granted to build in the burnt
district, and the Baltimore city council is now at work re-
vising their present building ordinances. I was told the
height of the fireproof buildings would be limited to 175
feet, and 85 feet for non-fireproof houses.

While in New York, on my way home, I visited West
46th. street to see for myself the cause of the collapse of the
Darlington Hotel, a twelve story building in course of con-
struction. 1 found that the accident was due to faulty cast
iron columns and overloading the upper floors with building
material such as iron, steel and bags of cement,

1 also visited some theaters and noticed red lights at exits,
fire axes and hooks in the auditorium, asbestos curtains, plans
showing exits printed on the programmes. Nobody is ad-
mitted and allowed to stand when all seats are sold. In hotels
there is a rope fire escape in every room besides the ordinary
outside iron fire-escapes which are indicated from the
inside by special signs and red lights. I also noticed in the
hallways, fire axes, extinguishers, hose standpipes, etc.
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In going through the streets of New York I saw about
twenty high buildings in course of erection, and in every
instance ‘terra cotta is being used for floor arches, partitions
and for protecting the structural part of the iron and steel, -



