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The News
FRIDAY NIGHT-Constitution nigbt at the Lit.
WEDNESDiAY, MARCH 8th-Assault-at Arms.

FRIDAY NJITT AT THE. LIT.

The Students' Union Hall wxas fairly 'wel!. filled
last Fridav evening, witb an appreciative audlience.
assembled for the purpose of listening to the first
debate which lias ever taken place hetveeni Queus"
UTniversity and [JTniversit'. College. There were neot
rnany Varsity stunts present, tlîe înajoritv of tliese
preseut consisting of people not iii actilal Acadernic
life. It is to he regretted that Varsity students did
flot turn ont to the dehate in greater numrbers.

The chair was taken promiptly at 8 p.rn. liv Prof.
Wrong. and to bis right and left sat Rev. Dr. MNilli-
gan and Prof. Alexander. respectively. The chiief
event of the evening w'as, of course, the debate. The
subjeet was "Resolved, Tlîat Inîiperial Federation i,-
practicable aîîd advisable froin a Caniadian point of
view." Messrs. Robertson and McDonald, of Queen 's.
were to have heen the affirmiative speakers, but on ac-
counit of both of thiese gentlemien lîeiug ill, thex were
unable to act. and so Messrs. Cannon and Anithonyv
were sent iu thieir places. The latter gentlemen niiade
f1xeellent substituites. Messrs. Fisher, 'o9 (Arts). and
Laidlaw, 'oo (Arts), represeuted Universitv College.

In opeiling the debate the affirmative leader, Mr.
Cannon, began hv dcfluing wvlîat is meanit *bv nImperial
Federation. The latter is a union between the Mother
Couintrv and Canada. wbicb gives to, Canada a fair
share of goverrinient. Nonw the present condition of
thinvs iu Canada cannot last forever, silice the people
of C anada are seeking- for nationalization and perfect
legal freedom. Now~ there are three courses open
to Canada. (i) Annexation witli United States. (2)
Political ludepeudence. (3) Federatioýn witb the
MNother Land. 0f these three there is onlv oue prac-
tical, and which appeals to the hearts of the Canadian
people. This is the last. Continuting. he adnîitted
there were difficullties iu the way of Federation, but he
said tbese could lie overcoîne. He closed biis speech
liy settiug forth the henefits and advautages which
Canada wotnld derive froni a union with England.
The great defect in bis speech was this: he did îîot
offer a scheme by which to accomplisb Inîperial Feder-
ation. Mr. Fisher, the leader of the ne.gative, began
bis remarks by saving that the affirmative, iii order to
prove their case, mtust show two thingq: (r') That the
existing state of affairs is tînsatisfactorv to) the Cana-dian people, and (2) That Imperial Federation will
henefit uis. Tlu a clear, logical fashion *Mr. 'Fisher pro-
cceded to show that the existing order of things
was satisfactory, and he deduced many good arguments
to show tbat Canada would lose rather than gain by a
union with England. Turning his attention, then,' to
tbe. remarks of Mr. Cannon, tbe leader of the nega-
tive questioned bis definition of the termn, and said
that what was meant by it was not .only a union of
,Fnglanîd and Canada, but also, of the Australian and
South African colonies. Now in the way of sucb a
union tbere are many difficulties which the affirmative

overlooked, and of which the greatest is the Iack of a
coinmon -interest. And hence, even if Federation
u-cre accomiplished, wvith no int erests in common, the
colonial representatives would divide themselves up
into separate factions, and the colonies woutld conse-
quently suffcr. In closing. Mr. F'isher severely de-
liounced thc affirmative for not offering a practical
sehem-e whercby to accomiplish ["ederation. Mr.
i\nthony followed for the affirmative, andi lie was for-
cible, sarcastic and eloquent by turns. He did flot at-
temipt to debate the question on its positive. side, but
<levoted his xvhole tiime to replyixîg to Mr. Fisher. Ilc
(lenie(l the stateinent of Nîr. Fishier that Inîperial
l'e<eratioil Nvoil injure uis, andl lroughit forward mani«v
argumîlents, on the other biaud, to shiow tlîat it would
blîciefit us, greatl-v . 'l'le difficulties in the xvav of Fed-
cratioli, whichi Mr. Fis]ier hiad enunerated, were
,*.hown to be no greater thail those encou-ntered bv the
lVatliers of ( aliadiarî Federation, and easily overcomue
1l -V practical statesnien. \Vith regard te the negativc
criticisin of the affirnmative for îlot bringiiîg forwarîl
ilîcir sclîcîne for Federatien, Mr. Anthony said it was
nnijust. as 1'ederation wvas a work for the future, and
il xvas not for themn to sav as vet Mvhat forin the future
shouild give to, it. TheY preferred to leave it for
statesnieîî to <leci<le. Mr. .\nýithioiu's speech, on the
whole, ivas about tie lîest of the evening, as it was
\010lly impromptu. lt is niot often, thiat xve have a
dlebater at the Union get til and make a direct replv
as iMr. Anthony did . After Mr. Anthony came Mr.
1-aidlaw for the negative. TFie latter devoted most of
his timie to rcplying to the arguments of thje affirma-
t ive. Five nminutes were then allowed MIr. Cannon to
replv. But bis unnatural gestures, and the speed witli
wiel he attempted to speak were the cause of a nuin-
lber of interruptions ini the Hall, whicli prevented manv-
ef bis remarks fromn beiîîg heard. After he w as
through, the judges, Prof. \Vrong. Rev. Dr. Milligan.,
and Prof. Alexander, withdrew. lii their reassembling.
the Chairm-an, Proi. Wrong, announced that after
careful deliheration, the jiîdges had awarded the de-
cision to the visitors fromn Queen's, thouglh the judges
w'erc flot unaiinious in that opinion. The applauise
%"hiclh greeted the, decision showed that the audience
ivas 'Ilichi of the saine mind as the judges. Varsity
takes great pleasure iu cougratulating thle victors.

That this, the first clebate whicbi lias takeu place he-
hween University College and Queen's, was an un-
qualified succcss, was quite obvions to those Who had
the good fortune to bie present. Tt is to be sincerelv
hoped, therefore, as the Chairman, Prof. Wrong, re-
1 iarked, that the Queen's debate hereafter. will lie Que
of animal occurrence, and that next year the Varsity
representatives will bear away with them fro-ni King-
ston the lauirels which Queen's representatîves won
tbis year at Toronto.

Before the debate, and whilst the judges were
arriving at a decision, the following musical and elo-
ctntionary programme was well rendaered: Solo, Mr.
Prizer; violin solo, Mr. Beardmore; recitation, Mr. F.
F. Brophy; 'cello solo, Mr. Lucas.

MICHAEL ANGELO.

The Medical Society held a noýst successfuî open
meetirtg in the Biological Building last Friday night,
at which a large crowd was present.


