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opinion is of the slightest value now believes that such an expedient woul(
have been either wise or successful. There is 10W no0 roomu to doubt tha
irresponsible rule was continued too long, that it survived the circum
stances which formed its only justification at the time of its birth, an(
that when it had outlived its utility it became an occasion of evil anc
disaster. The members of the officiai hierarchy couid not be expected t<
join in the revolutionary movement. They held the fort of which the1
had been placed in command, and they cannot be blained for defending it
But they were blamable for misrepresenting the condition of affairs anc
the bent of public opinion to the Imperial Government. The Imperia,
Government bad no disposition to do injustice to the colony ; but ever
Lord John IRussell continued, almost to the tîme of the Union, to regard
Responsîble (4overnment as incompatible 'with the Imnpérial relation. ThE
agitation for bringing about~ a revolution, which was regarded with aversion
and dread, found no0 favour in the Colonial Office. The résistance it met
there only served to give keener edge to the aggression, and the rébellion
1was the result.

The rébellion left behind many bitter memories which did nlot always
pass away with the génération by which it was witnessed. Carried away
by what lie feels to be a just indignation, Mr. Dent, in recalling the events
which precaded the outbreak, frequently seasons the narrative with a
strong infusion of the spirit of the old struggle. Whether this be done
unconsciously or by design, we cannot help thinking that the time has
corne when a calmer and a more judicial tone ought to prevail. Con-
sciously unjust he has evidently no0 intention to be. Though the faultiness
of a sytam of government cannot 'absolve the Family Compact from
moral responsibility for the acts of its members, there were among them
men who, iri spita of their errors, have strong dlaims upon the estaem of
posterity. Chief Justice Robinson, without being perfect, was a fine type
of man, whose suparior, take him ail in all, the period in question did not
produca. Mr. Dent's hero, Dr. Rolph, can of course be set off to advan
tage by contrasts strongly drawn. But contrasts of this kind have their
inconveniances. Tha men opposed to the Oligarchy were assuredly not ail
perfect. Soma of tbem, for whomn Mr. Dent asks the crown of political
martyrdom, were not worthy to wear it. 0f two of them, Judge Thorpa
and Sheriff Willcocks, this may safaly be said. Judge Thorpe ought to
bava known that ha could not be allowad to retain bis seat on the Bencb
along with'a seat on the Opposition side of the buse of Assembly.
The two positions were incompatible ; and before he souglit election to
the Assembly he ought to have resigned his seat on the Bench. That the
dual function was permitted to be exercised by friands of the Government
was no warrant for the anomalous action of Judge Thorpe. The officiai
hierarchy had a righ~t to dlaim neutrality from the judge, and bis liberal
principles should have saved him f rom the error into which he feli. Hie
dalivered strong invectives against the officiai party, and though there was
abundant room for criticism, we must, befora giving implicit crédence to
his stataments, take inte account the nature of bis mental constitution.
Judge Thorpe charged Wiil5erforce with perpetuating the slave trade
twenty years af ter it was in his power to have enforceci its abolition;
and this imaginary sin of the great enemy of slavery he affected te trace
to an unworthy motive : that it might serve "lto uphold the pendulum
in its vacillancy betwean the minister and the people." As judge in
Sierra Leone, Mr. Thorpe had coma into collision with Wilberforce, as in
Canada ha had coma into collision witb the Family Compact. The coin-
plaint was that Wilberforca did flot force Pitt te carry abolition twenty
yaars before the bouse of Commons was willing to accept it. The truth
is, Pitt naeded no compulsion ; personally ha was in favour of abolition,
evan whan ha fait it bis duty to vote against Wilberforce's motions.
Ilad opportunity offéed, Judge Thorpa wouid probably have rebukad the
Saviour of mankind for delaying tha schama of rademption from the tima
when ha disputed witb the doctors in the temple to the day of bis execu-
tien on the cross. Posterity wiil, we think, refuse to accapt Judge Thorpe's
removal as a political martyrdom.

Sheriff Willcocks's casa requires a fular statemant for its compléte elu-
cidation than Mr. Dent bas given. Mr. Wilicocks opposad the Govern ment
whose servant ha was, and leat bis office in conséquence. Under the Ohi-
garcby opposition of this kind was a serions thing; and, if persistent and
bitter, it would not ha allowed under the responsible administrations of to-
day. Willcocks was an aërial writer, who knew how to bang a great array
of denunciation on a very slender tbraad of fact ; but ha must have been
comparatively harmless from bis habit of daaling in generalitias. For
instance, in No. 5 of bis Guardian (1807), ha mildly attributes to the
Goveramant a Ilwish te kaap the people of this Province iii a state of par-
petual ignorance, and that every act of tyranny, oppression, extortion,
fraud and iniquity may ba not only perpetratcd with impunity, but buried

1in oblivion." And, nearly five years later (Guardiccn Extra, Juna 9, 1812),
t while boasting that ha had sold to Richard Hall, Esq., a pronounced Tory,

b is Ilcrazy " printing matariai for four timas as much as would "purchasa
1a new and completé set of types and press," ha denounces the "band of

1 sycophantie office-hunters, pensioners and pimps." The New York Aforning
)Post described him as thé editor of a little paper publîshed at Newark,

7 Ilwhich uniformiy opposed and calnmniated the Government of Upper
Canada." In the extra just quoted Mr. Willcocks made loud vaunt of bis
loyalty; and when the war broka out he offerad bis services to the Govern-
ment as a volunteer, but only, it would seem, with the design of deserting

Lto the enemy. Whan Fort George was attacked bis local knowledge would
1be of essentiai service to tha enemy. Accordingly, we find the American
5General Boyd, when in possession of the Fort, Aug. 17, 1813, winding up
*his despatch. givin g an account of the capture in thase terms : "The Cana-

dian volunteers, under Major Wilcox (sic), were activa and brava as
*usual." On this state of the facts we submit that it is ne defence of the

conduct of Mr. Wilicocks in desarting to the enamy, in the hour of supreme
paril, to say that ha had bean goadad by oppression sufferad at the bands
of the local authorities.
* Thase illustrations, to which additions could easily be made, are givan
to show the difficuity Mr. Dent is likaly to encounter in the execution of
bis bold and magnanimons resolve to set np an impossible haro in the par-
son of Dr. Rolph, surronnded by a numbar of minor heroas, and to axait
bis virtuas by contrast with the shortcomings9, real or assunmed, of othar
public men of the period. The Rebellion of 1837-8 continues too ganerally
to be discnssed in a tone of acrilnony which, at a latar period, will wholly
disappear. Two works on the subjeet, in French, published iast year, arc
aven more rancerous than Il Blanc et Noir," produced at a much earliar
period. And that the subject is stili capable of avoking strong feeling a
discussion in the Ontario bouse of Assamrbly last session made plain. If
Mr. Dent's book is pitched iii a key which soe may think too high, other
writers and speakers, aven tha most récent, are open to the saine criticism.
Perbaps we are too near to the avents related te be able te regard thei
without soe excass of feeling, persona] or political. THiORPE MABLE.

NOTES F.ROM THE CONTINENT.

PARIS, FRANCE.

THE second volume of the IlMémoires sur le Second Empire," by M. de
Maupas, are, considering bis political oppertunities and position, verY
impartialiy written. The ancient home ministar of the Second Empire
dlaims for himsalf alona the principal rôle in tha coiLp d'état of Decambar
1851. Ha is neyera on Marshais Saint-Arnaud and Magnan. Howaver,
it was net the less their plans wbich mnade the crime successful. The
author says Prince Jerome Napoleon was kept in the dark about the Co01V
spiracy, and bis fathar aise, the oid ex-king, lest ha might peach, the firstf
being connacted with the demagoguas. The tinancial swindlings of high
officiais are judgad in a miannar worthy cf history, as aise the parsongl
politics of Napoléon 111. M. de Maupas approves of the maladroit nar-
niage of the empaer, andl lauds Prince Napoleon for bis Il transcendant8l
talants," aise for bis military courage, which opinion dees net crédit hi"'
with, aithough certitied te by Marsbal Canrobert. The cenduct and col.
séquences of the war in the Crimea, Itaiy, China and Mexico, the
responsibilities of the 1870 invasion, and the révolution springing ther"-
from, ara înasterly descriptions, but tee short.

TENNvsox is known te French literatura since a quarter of a century,
and is studied as a classie. 'l Enech Arden " and the IlIdyls of the Kinlg
ara on the officiai list of gcbool-books. He appeals te the miont cultivatad
tastes, and, te ba feît, ha miust ha studied under the conditions in which ha
bas written-tbat is te say, iii solitude, calmn, and with fergetfnlness Of or
disdain for vulgarities : in a word, in the tranquil fulnass of intelledtUla
power. Il The Idyls cf the King," more than any other of TannysOn So
works, the French consider te be the product cf distinct inspirations
laberiously pieced togethar, wbere the mosaic jeinings are visible. It '0
thus that royal residences are ordinanily censtructed : just as it bas be'
observed of Fontainbleau, a palace rendezvous, aged, and of diff'erent StYîa'
Arthur is the parsonificatien, as ha ought te be, of the Ilfiowar of kings,
Tennyson bas giveri te that oft-sketched figure poli.sh, finisht, elagancea, nd
artistie splendeur, xwaking hiru the apogea oaacvlzten rhri 1
oniy the ideal of society but the superier seul of humnanity. d

The French bèst like Tennyson's poems of réal life -the peasantsan
the sailors. Ha observes the character, in the truent of ail] wayn, by liviI)g
in their mid8t. Ont of sim ple inaterials, apparently beneath prose, ho
maken poetry. This explains why "lEnocli Arden " and the 64 Grand'
mother " are popular and great favoqirites. e" ELtoch Arden" Ma1Y ha
estimated by a reference te Zola's boast about bis book : IlIt is the lirot
that bas truly the odour cf the people.,, Be it ne; but if the people' bas its
odour it bas somnetime.4, tee, its " perfume," and thmit parfuma exhalas fr00,every page of IlEnoch Arden," Tennyson i5 net ranked by the Fren0h as
the exponent of the Atngle Saxon geuff ini the nenise as are ShakasPeara
and Dickens. Ha penisaSes the art of composing the science of propor-
tions, and an axquisite sentiment of forin and sound. Ha sculPt8e ha
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