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COn)'iutinsand* letter8 on matter
4di n9 10 thse ctitorial depanrtment ahould be

viresse( eo the Ilditor, ansd not go anl, person

p«P M.ybei'poed to be connrected with, the

CUIRRENT TOPICS.
ID itn for rdaders in &Il parts of the

. ion' We do net usually enter closely
ltthe dicsso of local questions, cxceptfa "r as the Priniciplea involved ueem t
po e tset Wf'ider than local application.

reason we bave, in referring te the

bros'd question, tOUcbed Only upon the
th6 d aspects et the controversy. As

o "Y"t spart for the voting approaches
h re, ht wve, two or three pointe

rlech t hough only of local bearing im-
the diateîy, are Of 30 naUCh importance to

laterete Of ail concerned, and whicb
ed be 1.n s0 luch danger of being ver-

t O ld u tl t) 0 18,5, that lpecial em pha is
1,ii dl be g1i11 tor on ail bandri.

.ei8e POinte, which hav«3 been rightly in-
the~' by the Glob'e, are, that btore

bÎU111t is taken, clear understanclings and
th lia '04rPerente sheuld be had to assure

CI l18*nfl firet, that no eniployne of the
%a8  sa" be pfrmitted te work sevPn

1'1l the week ; second, that the cityreceive it, Percentage of the profite
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upon the Sunday trofflo, as upon that of
the other day. of the week ; and third, that
the Sunday service shall be subjFoct to the
regulations of the City Engineer exactly a
that of other days. The firit point in ot
special importance, both in its relation to
the intereste et the employe, and as in-
volving a fac-reaching sanitary and moral
principle. The other two are legal ques-
tions in which it may be that the city's
rights are already secure, but a clear under-
standing at the outaet may prevent costly
litigation with the bad blood it in pretty
sure te engeuder. Lt surely devolves upon
the Mayor and Council to see to it that ne
loophele is lef t for escape fromn the legal
and moral obligations of the Company to
ite employees and te the city. If these
points are neglected, a worae blunder thon
any that bas hithert) been cornîitted, will
lie st the door of the guardians of the city's
intereses.

A motion providing ini effeot that the
Irish representativeis in the Imperial Par-
liament under the Home Ruis arrangement
sheuld net be peroeitted te vote on any
question except motions that may be made
in amendment of the Home Rule Bill, vag

negatived in the British Commons hy a

nîisjoirity ot onlY forty. During the debate

'wbich aroso on this motion, Mr. Chamber-

lain declared that the en]y jnet arrangement

would be the total exclusion of the Irish

members from Westminsiter. Te nioet Can-

adians, accustomed te the working of the
federal system, it muet Beem Marvellous that
Conservatives and UJnioniste in England,

afliujes abeve ail things te conserve the

unity ef the Empire, could for a moment

contemplate the exclusion ef the represent-

ativea of Ireland frein the great Council of

the nation. Such exclusion would do more
than anything else ef which we can con-
ceive te promote the real separation of
Ireland troim the Empire. Irishmen weuld
naturailly cesse te takre any special intereat
in the affaire ef a Parliament in whose
deliberatiens they had ne veice. Instead
et being graduaily won over, under the
conciliatory influence of the policy which
removes oid causes of exasperation and
leaves them free te manage their ewn loctl
altiir8. to the position et loyal subi 'ct%
or thfi Empire, they would ho placed
under the circumstanceo most favor-
able tiI the decay ef whatever national
feeling they may now pessees. Tney would
bave a treuh grievance in being held
responsible for the character and effects et
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legielatien in which they had ne veice.
The old cry, 44Taxation 'without represent-
ation in tyranny," would seon be raised,
and would probably be the precursor et a
movenient for abselute independence. ln
the face et such censequences, the danger
et medâlesorne or tactieus interference by
Irish members in qudations local te other
portions et the United Kingdom sinka into
comparative insignifloanoe. Should such
interference ever beceme troubleseme, sonne
remedy would speedily be devised, but the
alienation et Ireland tram Imperial interesa
would be permanent and its consequences
irremediable.

An instructive ebject-lesson with re-
gard te the telly and wickedness et retalia-
tory tariffs is new being set betore the
world in the tarifi war between Russia and
Germany. It is evidently a war between
the politicians et the two countrieî. A
tew men at the haad of the respective
gevernments are venting their mutual
piques at the expense et the masses of the

people et the two countries. What ceuld
be more unstateîimanlike 1 The industrieus
citisens et the two eountres are in con-
sequsnce et the jealousies or rivalriea et
their political leaders, prevented from buy-
ing trom easch other freely the things which
it would be te their mutual advantage te
buy, and trem selling te aach other the
thinge which it eould be te th8ir mutual
advantage te Bell 1 Such ise Enropean
statesmanghip in the hast decade et the

nineteenth century. le it te be wondered

et that Sociajism ji naking rapid growth

ln the eue country and Nihilieni in the

other 1It isj pretty siale te predict that the

day is net far distant when the people will
tske Bach matters inte their own banda

and inast that the nec ssaries et lite shall
net be made artificially dear, and the ex-
change et preducta artificially difficuIt. te
gratify the piques, or prjiadices. or pur-

bliud economical taditions ef the men at
the bead ef the State. Au iron despatisma
niay maire the procesa et emancipatiefi slow
for Ruesiaus, but the intelligence et Ger-
uuany will not long permit the peý0ple'8
bread te be macle doar te suit the iuteraets

et selfish land-Dwnerî or the tsdee econemic
notions et rulere. A mare effective coin-
binaqion et ciriumtatnceq fer educational

purpoaes could hirdly be imagined than,
that which je turnisbed by the conjunctien
et lncreaeed taxation rendered neceasary
b'y the Army Bill, the Pressure et bard
times c tused by a poor harveat, and the


