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life on the world, the herb of good omen confers immor-
tality -" or again, "This sbop col cts medicine f rom every
province and place, and inherits ancicnt niethods of pre-
paring drugs. Thoughi none may bc here to sec our coin-
pounding, yet with a stout heart we can say that 'HReavenl
knows."' This undertaker's workshop has iLs ready-made
coffins piled up, a suitable present for the season, ail
marked euphemistically enough, " Long life." No more
delicate attention can be shown than to present an elderly
friend with bis coffin.

The sellers of scents and rouges miust drive a profitable
trade, for there is a great famnily resemblance betwvecn the
advertîsenkents of our homne papers and the following:
"We have penetrated throughout the Empire to obtain ail

manner of famous perfumes; we have sparcd no labour or
expense to produce faces fair as a jewel statue, and per.
fumes fit for the palace. 0ur fame bas sprcad far and
wide. Now, there many imitations of our trade mark ;
our pearîs are simnulatud by their fishes' eyes. Let ail
scholars and traders notice the lion at our door-tbis is
our mark."

There is touching candour about the statement of a
hatter: "lThe splendid style of this flourisbing dynasty:
bats of mandarins of the higbest rank. 0ur goods are
better than other nen's, we cannot therefore lower our
prices." And what can be more seductive to the martyr
to corns than this: "lBoots and leggings of the Pekîng
pattern ; boots of good omien and universal peace." Inidia
and England share witb China the shame of the necessity
for the opium during establishment, the signboard of wbich
states, "This bail bas obtaincd its method fromn scross the
sea. It bas a wonderful means of weaning from tbe
foreigu drug, quite different from ail others: in seven days
the craving can be cured;- we guarantee a cure, and that
you will thank us." It w'as nlot this establishment, but a
foreign hospital, which was recomrnended for an opium
cure by an ent4~siastic Chinaman :" A firstrate place;
I've been cured tbere myseif four tirnes! " Some of us
who watch the developrnent and hope for the welfare of
the Chinese national character sonjetirnes reflect rather
sadly as, tbe effect of centuries of'all this abuse of words,
wbicb bave thus lost ail the hea;t of their meaning, and
fear that we detect a corresponding loss of heart in the
moraiity of the people, notwithstanding many a lof ty moral
niaxim, hoary with age, dignifying the pages of Confucian
sages.

And yet there is a contentment and good humour very
attractive, a cheeriness and industry very bopeful in this
folk ; and aithough in Moments of passion and rnob-rule
tbey sornetiimes risc and bum ont bouses, and though in
in tbeir ordinary horsc-play they indicato plainly our
infernal origin and empbasize the belief with gibes and
stones, yet we who know themi find much te love and
esteern; and now that China is awaking frorn the aleep, of
ages, we anticipate with intense interest the migbty part
aho is to play in the world's arena in the cpnturies to corne.

RiEA )JNGS PROM CUIRRENT LITERA TURE.

i'EASANT -PROPIRrîS IN iR'JSSIA.

T1HE peasant proprictors can neither pay the îuoney
owing to the Governinent for their land, nor even the
State and communal taxes, and are flogged by hundreds
for non-payrnent. In one district of Novgorod, fifteen
hundred peasaits werc thus condemned in 1887. Fivo
hundred and fifty had already been flogged, when the
inspecter interccded for tho roînainder. Widespread
famine is found laver a great part of the country - usurers,
the banc of peasant proprietors in ail countries, are in
possession of the situation ; the Koulaks and Jew -"Mir-
eaters " SuppîY moncy on mortgage, then foreclose, and
when the land is in tbeir possession get the work done for
nothing as intcrest. These bondage labourers, as they are
called, are in fact slaves, and are nearly starved, while the
small pieces of land are of ton reunited into considerable
estates, and their new owners consider they have only
rigbts and no duties. Meantime, as forced labour is at an,
end, and free labour is of the worst possible kind, the old
landowners can get nothing donc ; tbey bave tried to
employ machines, bought by borrowing from the banks,
and are now unabie to repay the rnoney. The upper claqs
bas been rumcd, with no advantagre to the peasant.---
Nineteenth Century. k5___

STIMULANTS AND TEIE VOICE.

TOBAcco, aicohol, and fiery condiments of ail kinds are
best avoicied by those wbo have to speak mucli, or at least
tbey shouîd be used in strict moderation. 1 feel bound to
warn speakers addicted to the " herb nicotian" againsti
cigarettes. Like tippling, the eff(ect of cigarette smoking 1
is cumulative, and the sligbt but constant absorption of1

obacco juce and smoke makes thej practice far more t
flfXious ljun the long run than any other form of smoking.1
Our. forefathers, who used reguîarîy to end their
evenings under the table, seem to have suffered little of
the well.known effecta of alcohol on the nerves, while the
modern tiPPler, who is neyer intoxidated, is a being wbose
whole nervous system abcsi oeinatt f

hose 'fat ation In Hike manner cigarette srnokems
(thse t laRthoinhale the smoke, and do not merely

puf it "frmr the lips," as Carlyle would say), are often in
a state of chronic narcotic Doisoning. The old jeat about
the slownessà of the poison may seem applicable bere, but
tbougb the prOceSssMay be slow theme can be but little

doubt that it is sure. Even if it does not kill the body, it
too often kilîs orgreatly impairs the victim's working effici-
ency and usefulness in life. The local effects of cigar-
ettes in the mouth must also be taken into account by

Lthose whose work lies in the direction of public speech.
The white spots on the tongue and inside of the cheeks,
known as "smoker's patches," are believed by somc
doctors witb special experience to be more common in
devotees of the cigarctte than in other sinokers. This
unbealthy condition of the mouth may not only make
speaking troublesome, or even painf ul, but it i now proved
to bc a prcdisposcd cause of cancer. AIl ficmy or pungent
foods, condimuents, or drinks tend to cause congestion of
the throat, and if this condition becomes chronic it ray
lead to impairment, if not complete loss of voice. The
supposeil miraculous virtues of the rnysterious possets and
draughts on which some oators pin their faith exists
muainly in the imagination of those who use them; at best
tbey do nothing more than lubricate the joints of the vocal
machine so as to mnake it work more sroothly.-Sir Ifor-'
reil iVackcnzie in the Contenporary Review.

THEESAD GRIEVANCE 0F BACHELOIt OFFICERS.

A CORRESPONDENT Of the Bombay Gazette who lias
seen, in a Contemporary evîiew article on the " Position
of Women in Ancient iRomne," the statement that by the
Lex Papia Poppica, for the encouragement of marriage, a
fine was infiicted on ail bachelors between the ages of
twenty and sixty, and that this niquitous law was rigbtly
abrogated by the Christian Emperor Constantine, observes
that it bas been left to tbe so-called Christian Viceroys
and Governors of India to reimpose this pagan tax on cel-
ibacy under the speclous heading of subsciptions to the
Indian Service Family Pension Fund, and it is against
this tax on bachelors that hie invokes the powemful aid of
the press in En-land and India. " Indignans " Rays hoe
bas been some twelve yeams in the service of the Indian
Government, ',and though without any pamticularly glar-
ing virtues or vices," hie continues, " 1 arn still unmarrjed,
and 1 amn likely to romain a drug in the matrimonial mar-
ket for the îremainder of my service. StilI every month I
am mulcted, fined, swindled in thc suni of 7-9 rupees (say
90 rupees per annum) ostensibly for the support of my
future widow. In reality 1 am fined for flot supplying
food and aimont to onc of the supertiuous damnsels of
England. 1 have waited patiently ail these yoars, biding
My time to protest ; and having corne across the article 1
mention by the learncd Principal Donaldson, the whole
Christian part of me bias beon convulsed with indignation
at finding I was serving under an infamous law copied from-
pagan Rome, and 1 can no longer hold my peaco. The
Government of India are, we know, very Gallios, with
neither a soul to be damned nor a body to be kicked, but
bias our Christian England sunk to such a low state of
inoraliy that she can sec witb uninoved, apathetic face
men rutblessly fined for firmly adhering to the tborny patb
of celibacy 7 To escape this fine am 1 to avail myself of
thjis 1'premiurn on iînpmovident marriages V' or am 1 to ro-
main an unisung martyr to the bureaucratic tyranny of an
unijust Govemument ? or, again, sbould 1 consider mnyself a
part-owner in the wives of rny feliow subscribers, whom
evontually rny money will support 1 Will no travelling
M.P. in searcb of a grievance or half-pay bishop (though 1
arn credibly inforrned that the supeior lergy never be-
corne unfit to draw their full pay) take up my bard case 1"

KILLtD ANI) WOUNI)ED IN THE STItEETS OF LONDON.

THE IRegistrarGeneral bas, during the iast twenty
years, published retumns showing the numbor of deatbs in
Registration London (practically the London of the County
Council) referred each year to accidents from bhorses and
vebicles ia the streets, Let us, themefore, compare th,
police figures with those of the Registrar-General. In
1869, th'o fist of these twenty years, the deatbs fromn
these causes weme 192, whereas in 1888 they were 237;
the police numbers being 96 in 1867 and 142 in 1887.
Apart frorn the difference betweon the absolute numbers,
the rate of increase during the twenty ydars was only 23
per cent. accomdiug to the Registrar-General, wbemeas,
accomding to the police figures, it was 48 per cent. More.
over, as the population of tbe metropolis increased 34 per
cent. during duing the twenty years, it follows that th,,
proportion of fatal street accidents to population was lower
in 1888 than in 1869, notwithstanding the greater conges-
tion of the main tbomoughfares. So far the Registrar-
General's figures are satisfactory, and it may bie furtber
noted that, wboreas the annual number of fatal street acci
dents increased pretty steadily from 192 in 1869 to 271
in 1882, they bave since as steadily decreased to 237 in
1888. It is to be regetted that, in justice to the successt
apparently rosulting fmomn the police control of streetc
traffic, the Chief Commissioner in bis report should ignore g
the trustwortby figures of the Registrar-Generai, and profer eto put fomward the necessarily imperfect statistics coilected Cby the police. -Lancet.

IN another column we publish the nineteentb annual
report of the Ontario Mutual Life. The business of ther
Comnpany during the past yeam bias been of a niost gratify-
ing character, nearly two thousand new policies having b

been written, amounting to $2,518,650 ; binging up the
total business of the Association at the present time to u
$12,041,914, under 9,398 policies. Under the carefula
management whicb bias always cbaracterized the Ontario I
Mutual Life, we bave no doubt the future of the Associa-
tion will be one of continued prosperity.

BANK 0F MONTREAL.

The seveuty-first annotai 11eeting of sharehideraetf the Batik of Mon-
treai was helid at the hblOf ,fice lu Montres]al aonre 'cicck Monday
afterinoon, Jue 3, 1889.

Among thoan itreseit were Sir lDon aid Hnith, prossttlit; Ion. George
A. Drummond, vice-presideut; 1Molssrs. Gilbhert HSctt, Hui ghecLenîan,
liou. .. J. 0. Abbott, W. C. MDalId, Relit. Anderson, tîceteýtr Mackenzie,
Jas. OBrien, John Crawford, Win. Mack,îzie, -John, Morrison, .1. Philip
Scott, John I.l. LMoison, (o. NI Le irte, Q.C., 1). lx uHelln, W. B1. Cui imil tg,
A. C. Clark, W. r. Leairînoont, Xndrow McilCtloch, W. Gi. Mrray, Iton. 1).
A. licDolead, Robt. lieuny, 1). M reniasttr, RI.. i. 11 îgus, IHenry
Hegan, John Diunlop, Roebert 'trCher, and other-s

On motion of Mr. Rlobert .Xderàonî, Sv ir ontlt iiiîithi, l.C.MG., the
president of thebsuk, was re«tcsteýilte tako the ichair. Mr. A. B. Buich-
anan was aîîpointed secretary et the nieetitig, ait,] 5Messrs. F. S'. Lyroan
and W. H. Meredith were appointe,] scrittiieers.

The president thon caiied upon the general malsiager le rea,] the
aunuai report of the dirociers, which was as foiiows

dleiirectors bh e ( lrosent the seveuteyti rstt a, uloîînt, iOî,wîo
the re3uit et the banka hbusiness ferthie yeatr eiffledlth Apili, 1989:

Bîalance of profit and] os atount, Alîril :i0, ta......... ~ 512
Profits for the year encid,]oirril :30, l88), alter dedniuýi'"g

cha'ges of iantagilent ai, 1 înakiîng full provisieli fer ai.l
lia,] and dotihtful debts ..................... .. .. ........... 1,377,176 Of

$2,067,417 53
Dividend 5 par cent., palitd iceaiber, 1888 ....... ..... $oo
Dividend 5 per cent., payable Jnute 1, 188).......... .....990o,009
Aunioant roservedl for batik buildings flu course of cou-

struction...................-........ ...... 50,100

Balance et profit and lots carrne, foi ward ....... ............. .817.117 5:1

The figures in the annlexe,] atateinetie ne t cati for au,', spociati î,otiîv,.
tbe oniy change of importance beiog tlîe inierease iu depoeiits atinlteret,
accenutedl for by speciai deposils et the Domîinion Goverlment.

The board recemuicuils tii their siitcessors iu office, as ailiuiulrove.
inel0t open tbe systent wliîchli ast hierto prevalled lu trainîing the annlual
statenient, that a env olle set &aside ont of the Profit and Loss Acceuu,î le
cover the rebate ou bileunder (d1800111t, a uîîsasn1re wîîicîî wiîî oublesa
nieet with the approvai ci the sharehaolders.

Ail oilice lias been opened liit te town cf Wallacelhurg, OIntario, with
satisfactory resuits.

The business cf the brandhinl the towil ef Port Hope liaving becoue
unprofitahie, it was close,] i Octeher iast.

t lias been decide,] te open ai'01cie in St. Cntlariiîe Street West, in
ibis city, tei he caliefi the W'est lnti lîranceh, noi t 3ioilîrs,ry p'remises lu
thiat locality have bae rente,] lu the nîeaiîtiuîe, litil Il soitable building
cao be erecte,] ou a lot recentiY Purchulase,] for (,lie în'cse ntt he corner
of Mansfield au,] St. Catlîarine Struets.

The bead ofifice and ail the branîchuesbave passed tlîroîugt tie usuel
inspection duriiig the year.

The directors repiort, with c\trtchaîe regret, the death, on Dcuir¶
lest, cf their esteemed colleagiie, Mr. Alexalî,ler Murray, who hîsîl s8ervedl

ou the board Rince the year 1871). To d111 the vacancy flttei calisoti Mr
Charles S. Watsonn'es docte,]d. IONALu A SMIvT,

1'resîdeuîî.

(IENERAI, aiATEMET. i:s lIn APIOL, 1889.

Liabilities

Capital stock ........... .................. u10009
Rosi................ ...... ....... $ 6,000X,000 e00
Balance ef profits carnr.e,] forward' .... 8î.... 7,10'753

6$ ,817,417 ô53
Uuclaimued dividende ........... ... ..... .... <6679 52
Hait yearly dividen, . ayable lune 1, 188 . . .. 900,000 90
Anieunt reîîerved for bank buidiogs ini course et

construction ... ........... ....... .... .......... (x00) 6
-- $ 7,174,097 05

Amount et notes oet thentk i ircîu 1itioui. $5:349,452 0 Ïý7, .
t)epe5lt5 net bearlflg inter.st ..................... 8,241,256 53
Deposits bearing interest .. 883913
Balances due te other lianks fild.Uite.l.........1413,7t31 3

-- $:i,547.353 22

$52,021,450 27
.Assois.

Gold and silver coin curreut ..................... $2,62,0854 46
Goyeru fment demand notes.... . ... ..... ....... .. ,03,i)91 ou
Due frein banks lu Canada ..... ......... ... 221,e. 3l68
Due frouai agencies iu foreigu co]nltries ........ _12,234.891 44
Due trom agencies in Great Britain ...... _.... 85fl9
Notes aud chosques cf other hnk ............... 941,W.)8 48

Loans and bil diseunllte,], secîurities, and lother asos $1859745 29
Debe scurd y mrîgge iroer "se..................1n),215 89Overdue debts nntsecalscre(etuie, lOBI 'rvi,îet

for)...............................................1.. 111!
Bank promises at Motreai andm branches ...................... 61W0,00(1 o,

$52.021.490 27
W. J. BlOicANAN,

Bankof 3oisre(z, APil 0, IÇ9, Genoral Manager.

The president, Sir Donualdidothinluo.vîîg thie adoption of the eauua
report, Rad: Gentlonien, flu preposing the adoption of this report, wbich
wil]]lie seconded hy the vicoo-president, Hou,. Goe. Drnmlîîon,], I dte net
inten,] te be otberwise thaui inief in My observations, Oslieiiaily as the
general manager wlll give such îîarticulars as iiay bcnecossary to supje
ment the stateniont yeuno0w have iin yenr bands. St May be, anîd donbî.
lies is, a disappoitiueiit te seine ilat there la no blcus on thie occasi,
The earnings, as yen are eware, were alucit as te l'omit fie glving et eue
Per cent, iu addition te, the ordluîary ten Per Cent., but yor directors gave
their meet careful consideratien te this iii ail ils bearings, andti tey
considercd itAbest ln yonr interesi anti ton yeur protection that instead et
giving a bonus new there sbold hie an addition made te tic reserve et
profit and less. At Ibis lime the prnospects oetaat abonudant liarveat are
excellent. and wore 100 assure,]ofet (at AIloitgbt have been n'weu(bhal wu
Could ail have put lbute ecr îickets now a littie more mnny. Von will al
receleet that at tbis iIle set year everytbing aIse iooked very brlght,
but, untortunateiy. the barvest hotu 10 the eid Provinces and in the
North-West was a disappelntment te ail et us, and cousequently the
earnlng, power efthue bank was curtailed because the capablities et bor-
rewbng were net tise serne fer the cemuîînnlity as they Weuld have been
bad tho barvest turne,] out as was ]'()Poil for. Yenuivili thon ho stronger
by keeping this lu reserve for tihe lînsen,î,anti wiîî ho able te melet anîd te
deai wltb circunostancee as tbey may lîresent tîtenîiseives; and] sbeuidt
the crups bie sucb as we ahieok forn'and te lot îîreseît, au,] there are nô
uorsseen adverse Influences, the giviiig oetbtat bonns, whicb yen and
al et us wllllie very giad te gel, viii euly bie posîpoee,]fer a little wlîile,
for It is net Ibat we look ferward with any mîsglvings te the business
et the bank. Fan fremi . It il ua very excellent position te do ail that
miay bie uecessai'y te give thse best return le ts shareholdens. And whie

we bave proposed this dîviden,,oe course t rests witb yen te say. mter


