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Lt would occupy mach more space than is available to describe even in
the most sketcby way many of the phases of Roman life presented in this
volume. The Court wbicb was characterized by a Ilrepublican avoidance
of titlos and court etiquette," the system of education, wbich was not
much worse than our own, the freedom of speech and criticismn wbicb
appears to have been, in some respects, entirely untrammelled-even Nero
suffored himself to be pas quinaded-the professions and trades, the grada-
tions in society, the luxury of the wealthy, the poverty of the poor, the
status af womnen, and tbe treatmnent of cbildren-these and many other
matters are described at considerable length in thîs very entertaining
volume; and to it our readers must ho referred for an excoedingly interest-
ing acuount of a period, at the close of wbicb, according to Gibbon, the
human race Ilwas more happy and presperous than at any other period
of the world's bistory." But with Gibbon's opinion few will now
agree. IlWith aIl itsa brilliancy " the civilization of tbe early Empire
Illacked the vital spark ; it was soulless, faitbless, and essentially unpro-
grossivo. Rome had outlived lier ideals; ber patriotism and bier religion
bad alike become obsolete, and the renevating principle was not to be
found within ber own pale. It is only îndistinctly that we can trace,
in the first century, the growing influence of that contact between the
religions consciousness of the East and the intellectual activity of the West,
which was destined to determine the character of individual and modern
civilization."

OUI? LJBRARY TABLE.

Oauts. By W. E. Norris. New York: Macmillan and Conmpany.

This story bas just been concludedi it aciitillan's Magazinte, "Ohris," the
beoine, is a young girl of seventeen who is presented to the reader
sitting on the low garden wall of a villa in Cannes dangling bier legs con-
tentedly in tbe sunsbine. She is inexperienced, anconventional, but thor-
oughly good, resernbling in nuany respects some of Rhoda Broughton's
heroines. Her father, a clever, popular literary man, with a good deal of
perhaps unconscious selfishness in bis disposition, dies suddenly of beart
diseso, loaving Chris with an incoixie quite inadequate to maintain ber iii
the social rank she bas hitherto en.Joyed. Then began ber troubles tbrough
'wbich she bore bersoîf riglît nobly, tbougb we can scarcely forgive ber
friondship for, and entanglement with, such an unrnisùakable cad as Mr.
Valentine Richardson, who is represented at the start as a bandsome young
man who "ldid r1at look quite like a gentleman." Chris's good nature prompts
ber, and ber motherless inexperience permits ber to niake a conditional
engagement with Richardson. This engagement leads to a great deal of
trouble wbicb, bowever, is at last happily ended. Mr. Norris does not in
C/iris came up ta, some of his previous novels, thougb hoe tells a very
interesting story wbich displays some of bis best characteristies.

We may add that this is tlie second iii Macnîillan's Il Somîmer Reading
Library," the first of wlîich was F. Marion CrawforT1s Mlarzio's Crucifix,
reviewed some months ago in these coluiiuns.

Ln HORSE CLAIX. By Mary Hallock Foote. Boston: Ticknor and
Company.

Thosie who read this novel when it came out as a serial in the Century
require no critical commendation ta confirai the opinion they must bave
formed as ta its monits. Those who bave not yet read it, and want to do
so, will ind not only a story of more thauî ordinary interest, but a work
of literary art that wiIl compare very favourably with some popular novels
by eminent writers dealing with soinewhat similar Scornes and characters.
Lt presents a picture of mining life in Colorado. The characters intro-
duced, the incidents related, the coloiîr and atrnospbere surrounding the
scenes descnibed, display not only the ability of the writer but ber local
knowledge and personal familiarity witb the sort of hife she bas so
pioturesquely portraye4 in this interesting volume.

IN the May number of tbe Canada Educational Monthly, Rev. Prof.
Wm. Clark's admirable paper on IlOur Work, and lIow To Do It," is
cancluded.

IlBEAUTIFUL Mrs. Thorndyke," by Mrs. Poultney Bigelow is the comn-
pleted navel in Lippincott's for Jane. "lA Little Treatise on Plagiarisin " us
a pleasantly written essay ini the saine num ber by Louise Morgan Guiney.

Wz bave received an excellent map of the city of Toronto fromn
William Bryce, the publisher. Lt shows net only the city but mach of
the country around it, including 111gb Park, West Toronto Junction,
Carlton, Mount Pleasant and Todmorden.

Amorican Notes and Queries is the title of a new magazine of wbich we
have now received two numbers. Lt is published at Philadeiphia and is
edited by William S. and H. C. Walsh, the former of wbom is the editor
of Lippincott's Magazine Lt pronmises ta be a very interesting and useful
periadical.

"iA VIsiT ta Fort Qu' Appelle " isione of the most attractive features of
the June number of Frank Leslie's llustrated Sunday Magazine. "lBow
Arrow ]Point and the American Canoe Association," and "lOur Summer on
Lake Champlain " deal witb interosting featares ai Canadian water and
landscape.

Tax Atlantic Mont/dg for Jane opens with ýthe firat chapters of a new
novel by J. P. Quincy entitled Il Miser Farrel's Bequest;" "lA Literary

Career iii France," by Theodore Child, and IlThe Queen by the Throne,"
the latter a very interesting chapter in Spanish history, by Ellen Terry
Johnson, are papers of more than ordinary interest.

IIINCHBRooKE, originallv a nannery, afterwards the property of Crolm-
well and now belonging to the Earl of Sandwich, one of whose ancetOirs
bought it from Sir Oliver Cromwell, uncle and godfatber of the Protector,
is the OId Englisb Home described by Elizabeth Balch in the English Illt>-
trated Magazine for May. An interesting sketch of this historie bouge
is embellished with portraits of Oliver Cromwell and bis mother and wjth
a portrait of the first Earl of Sandwich, who after serving gallantly under
Cromwell, assisted in effecting the Restoration and was rewarded with the
titie his descendant now bears.

LITER4R Y (IOSSIP.

Tilting at thte WVindinills.- a Siory oj the Blue Grass Country, by a n8w
writer, is announced by D. Lothrop Company.

TuE Aulobiograplty of Solornon, Jainon, by Prof. J. Clarke NMurrai,
is to be published shortly by Messrs. Cupples and lard.

WALTER SCOTT, London, is about to publish a selection of. religions
verse, entitled Sacred Song, edited by Mr. S. Waddington. Amongot the
authors represented in the volume are Dr. George MacDonald, the late
Dean Stanley, Mr. Glads<tone, Arclideacon Farrair, M4iss Christina Rossetti)
Mr. F. T. Paîgrave, Cardinal Newman, Prof. Dowden, Mr. R. L. StevOn,
son, and the Rev. Horatius Bonar.

Slips of Tlongue and Peuz, a useful littie book, by Mr. J. H. Long,
M.A., LL.B., Principal of the Peterborough Collegiate Institute, Wvas

publislied here a few years ago by Mewirs. 1hanter Rose and Companî,
but we have not heard that a second edition lias yet been calledl for. nI
the United States, however, where the work was publisbed by the ApPle*
tons, it has run tbrough several editions within a very short timle, and bas6
been xîoticed by the press in terms of highi coinmnndation.

AR'1' AiVI) MUSJ('.

Till- EXHIBITION 0F 'VUE ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEMY 0F ARTS.

[Second Notice.]

WHETUER or not it be true tliat art is the objective expression of the moral
sense of the community (and if the public taste is first consulted by tbe
artist in the painting of bis pictures with the ulterior end of selling tbon,
the argument would almost amount to a truismn), it nmust be confessed thae
the present exhibition is noticeably wanting in character. The beat
pictures, the product, of French schooling, have no national character 1
others have been stolon bodily, oi- adapted froin French and Americanl
engravings; others again mîay be national, but, to accord with the notions8

of practicality which we Canadians assuilie to possess in a pre-enhifle
degree, are treated topographically. llowever, as the Spaniards say, "If
we do flot get what we like, w(I must like whiat we get," and there 18 So*
cient of good, honest work with distinctly arbistie aims in the roffl to
prevent one falling into a condition of hopeless inisanthropy.

Mr. Dickson Patterson's portrait of Colonel (4zowski (167), raifles 0or
hopes in this respect ; it is well posed, and declared by thosýe whoin it luI0t
concerns, to be an excellent likeness; the painting, compared with the
Glazebrook portrait, is hard, flat, and dry. The Sir Johnu A. Macdonald
(91), after the numerous notices of commenidation and approval thaton
bas read for the last two years, is a disappointment. It may be a goan
enough likeness of the Premier in an anusually serions mood, but we cl
conceive of nothing short of the imminent defeat of the Governinent tO
make 1dmu so black in the face. There is a ws nt of confidence in the wh0le
work-an agony of effort without the requisite knowledge te comiplete 0'
suýject of exceptional difficulty. We can be truly thankful for the ago'
some painters neyer feel it. The painter of IlEveliine "(85), probably Was
never dissatistied with bis work, or saw how it could possibly be iniproire
The leading element in that sort of work is perseverance, a clawing'
smoothing and polishing till the end of the day: colour, texture, tonic
values and atmnospheric condition are altogether ignored in tbe deteroilno
tien to cover this large canvas, and make everything as soft and nice 0
possible. The thing is atterly without artistic value, and would haire beefl
less objectionable had it beeîî mach smaller. Mr. Forbes has several 0ther
pîctures, ail on the line, alI painted in the saine manner; a manner fr00l
whicb ho never varies.

Any one desirous of knowing the difference between manuer and stYle,
inay look at Dr. Richardson (152), and compare it with Jacob S;PO11O
(149), or IlPearl " (178) with (l179), a portrait by R. R. Sinclair, a ne

namne in the catalogue, who promises to bc an acquisition. Jais portrait
are strong and off-hand, as far as they go, although he shows an inclinat.
to quit before finlshing bis work. That lie can finish, however, 4pris
(193) fully atteats. Mr. W. Brymner is a man of great capabilti5 1 P the
adequately represented. In (123>, "Pas Derrier chez mon Pbrnt of
proper relation of sunlight and shadow is very true, and the ,nveinent
the chickens is first-rate. IlUn Jour de Fête " (1 36) is bang toa bigbt
be seen properly. Martin, however, appears to ho a bard worker-a

unnecessarily bard worker-as most of the details with which ho tiage
would be obliterated by the use of a minifying glass. Ilis landc3tlP
work, "In the Wilds of Algoma" (138), for instance, is wantiig in Coin

proensiveness. As a more question of scale, it is not possible to, reduce
fifty foot of nature te one of canvas and preserve ail the details that 01i'
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