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also a man of unscrupulous ambition, mnounted to supreme power. Tht
mlain solution of the mystery prohably is that RIobespierre, during thE
fllOnths of his ascendancy, was the incarnation of the dominant idea. But
to this it must be added that though fanatical, egotistical and cruel, he was

icere and, unlike Mirabeau, Danton and most of his compeers, free from
41nY suspicion of corruption. Jeer at the IlSea-greiî Incorruptible " as
YOU will, it was his incorruptibility that gained him the confidence of the
people, of whorn he was not, and in fact did not know how to be, a great
flatterer ; andi it is something to learn that even such a mob as that of the
F'aubourg St. Antoine, at such a time as that of the Revolution, is led by
Wehat it imagines to be public virtue. A BYSTANDER.

HERE A3ND TIIERE.

INanother column a correspondent calîs attention to the increased and
increasin,, amount of talk in the Legislative bouses. The age we live in is
0110 of rapid movement in every department of life. We do our business
at higli pressure, and we even hurry our pleasures as thougli we were
iMpatient to have done with theni. It is an age of short books, terse colla-
quies, brief entertainmnents, of letters written and answered in a single line,
bargains proposed and accepted in a telegraphic word. Yet it is at the
81a11e turne, unfortunately, the age of long Parliamentary debates, of mucli
talk, and many speakers. And there are numberless causes which dimini8h
the excuse for Parliamentary prolixity. Most questions are threshed out
by the press before ever a debate commences, and hence-not to mention
the exceeding mediocrity of some public speakers-the indifference with
w'hich the public turns away froin the protracted display of Parliamentary
speechmnaking with which we are deluged. And there is the less necessity
for ail this talk when it is rernembered that most questions are made party
'18ues, and no speaker hopes to influence one vote, thougli he talk to the
G'reek Calends. Medhanical majorities are at the beck and caîl of party
Chiefs, and debates are but useless prelimiinaries to foregone conclusions.
It is flot the true stability of consentient opinion, but the artificial cohe-
sian1 produced by external pressure, which at present keeps majorities
tOg9ether.

A CORRESPONDENT of the New York Sun lias drawn some interestino
Pen Pictures of remarkable persons and places lie saw in Ottawa. 0f the
Parliarnent Buildings lie was most impressed with the Library, whidh
Lord Dufferin thauglit was unequalled in the world. "lThe central figure
in Parliament," says the critic Ilis also the greatest figure in Canada. ":-

fiHe is Sir John A. Macdonald, the real ruler of Canada, with but a short interrup.'ofor twenty.five years, and the greatest man British North America has prodncad.Rnight Commander of the Provincial Ordar of St. Michael and St. George, KnigbtCoMmander of the Bath, member of the Imperial Privy Council, a distinction enjayed4 n othar man in Canada. For forty years he lias been in' iarliament, sud duringaIl that lime canada bas noted bie remarkahle administrative ability. His service on~IroaIlcommissions, as, for instanne, on the one regarding the Alabama dlaims,
gvnthe English also chances ta admire bis genius. He is about saventy years014, sud looks like William Davidge of Dalay's Fifth Avenue Theatre campany. Hia

,:ce is big feaured and rough hewn. He is democratie, easy g01ing, good natured, andaftected. He lall about lu bis chair, wbich is like ail1 the other chairs, with hiePBUp against the edge of his desk or bis liinber legs twisted under the seat, andth' Btis wa and that, to listen to tbe speakers in bis party, to pass an approving&0ord t tem, or 10 axchange glances or witticismns with the men around bim. He is0 P0itician of the smartast sort.
of Sir John'5 rival, the leader of the Opposition, the same writer says:

emr. Blake looks lika Sanator Bayard, but there is in his face an indefinabie toucb
thtbtashie Irish origin. Ha is smootb shaven and wears black, and, if ha haedthkemight easily pass for a priest; but hae prefars 10 put an a big slouch bat andWerclothes that don't fit him, sa that Grip, the Canadian imitation of our Puck,mfade a bit by alwaya pourtraying hlm as alfarmer. Ha is considered thahast oratarSt ha House. His Irish softens and beautifies bis pronuinciatian, gives him ready wit%xda 13mooth flow af languaga ; but ha is better than a gaod taîkar. Ha bas a broad

,.,dlogical mind, bas a lawyer's training, is pradisposad ta figures and accounts, and
ial:soîutely and matbematically aceurata. It is bis business to want to knaw, and haba agra eapacity for disturbing complacant and shiftless afficebioldars, exposinglicl extravagance, if any thera be, and demanding official figuras tbat may ha bidden

0t Y, ini8terial pokeboles. Ha dose fot compare with Sir John as a politician. WbenZ fbis followers is speaking hae is as likely as flot ta bury bis baad in bis arma anask, or 10 raad a neapaper, or go out andi taka a walk. The Premier will neyercauglit making such mistakas.

AXERRicA is going to do everything. It is is now preparing to give the
'world dried figs. A fig arcliard is ta, be planted in Los Angelos, Califarnia,

"ait is expected that the Smyrna variety will soon go out of popularity,
e'rd be replaced by the American sort. What a pity it is that the Unit6d
States cannot grow cathedrals dating from Saxon times, old English churchles,

n1d aous abbeys. If tliey could, there would be nothing left in the oldtoilltry to be praud of any longer.

TIRE progress made by women during the last ten or fifteen years in
1f1gla11d and America lias been very great. In ¶nany respects our neigli-

boiirs of the States have made more extensive and rapid progress tlan

others. We liear of wealtliy, cultivated women in Boston, New York and
other cities of the Union, devoting time, m oney and personal labour to, the

iadvanceînent of sound education, morality and religion, to, the relief and
raising of the cast down, the "lbeaten ones " in life's battle, and the tending
of the sick and afflicted. Among many noble examples of this kind who
have corne to the front during the last few years, two appear preëminentlyý
wortliy. For several ye ars -tougli one of tliem is still in the early prime
of life-they have been performing tlieir beneficent work quietly and unos-
tentatiously. One of them is Mrs. Quincy Shaw, of Boston, daugliter
of the late Professor Agassiz, wlio, as we read in the Hoa.e Journal
and know from private sources, spends yearly more than $50,000 in sup-
porting sdliools, kindergartens, nurseries for children of the poor, and other
benevolent institutions. This accomplished Christian lady does not merely
tlius devote a large yearly income to these objects, but personally superin-
tends and watdlies the good work. Daily slie may be seen in lier ufipre-
tentious one-horse brougham passing througli some of the poorest parts of
Boston to inspect lier sdhools, and dheer and advise lier managers and
teacliers, paid by herself. The other lady-Miss Ellen F. Mason, recently
made known as the author of two excellent translations of Plato-is also
setting a noble example to ladies of higli position and fortune, with-
ont renounci.ng any of the duties incident to lier position as a member of
one of Boston's oldeat and most lionoured families, grand-dauglter of the
late Hon. Jeremiali Mason, celebrated orator and jurist, daugîter of the
late Mr. Robert M. Mason, and near kinswoman to Hon. Robert C. Win-
thrap. Mr. Wintlirop has maintained, in advanced life, the reputation early
won by him as a statesman and arator. H1e lias ofte'n been the guest and
hast of the mother country's rnost distinguislied men, among athers aur late
Governor-General, Dean Stanley, and Chief Justice Coleridge. Miss Mason
devoted six years of lier life, after finishing a lady's usual education, to the
study of the classics, especially under a well-known able instructor, who,
during lis twenty years' residence in Boston, lias fully maintainad thea higli
and solid reputation ha liad won at a very early age in Scotland and England
as a classical scliolar and teaclier. Besides alI this, she and a sister are
devoting a large portion of their means and personal superintendence ta
the advancement of saund education, the assistance of deserving but poor
students, and the helping of worthy distressed persons ta help theinselves.
Wlien Plato's pliilosopliy is united with sucli practical and beneficent wark
as this, il wins fram us a love and admiration we sliould neyer liave given
ta, the old Greek Philosopher alane.

INTERVIEWWD an board the steamer when on the point of departure tu
England, Lord Coleridge is reported ta have declared "lAmerican women
far excel their English cousins in beauty and intellect," and since that
moment the press has not ceased to discuss the question :In wbat does
female beauty cansist I Witlipardonable pride Americans cried "content"
to, Lord Coleridge's definition, and are doubtless honestly convinced tliat
their women are the most beautiful in the world. Sir Lepel Griffun, liow-
ever, an the ather liand, boldly declares lis conviction iliat "lmore pretty
faces are ta be seen in a single day in London than in a montli in thie
States," and lie very truly adds that this is the opinion of travelled
fareigners. "lThe average of beauty is far higlier in Canada, and tle
American town in whidli most pretty wamen are noticeable la Detroit, an
tle Canadian border, and containing many Canadian residents "-tiis also
is the opinion of Sir Lepel, expressed ln the Fore nigqhtly Review.

BUT there is beauty and beauty-tiat of mind and heart, as well ie
that of face and form. If tle question were asked, wliat is tlie greatest,
most patent, and mast enduring clarmi af female beauty, Shakspeare lias
given us the answer. It is île cliarm of variety. 0f lis wonderful pre-
sentatian af wlat a laie critic lias called Ilthe perfect and everlasting
waman " n Cleapatra, we are told as lier secret of retaining lier pawers in
spite of the affects of tima,

"Âge cannaI witbar lier, nor custam stale
Her infinite variety."

It is certain that wamen lose mudli of their influence by thair readiness ta
farega their clarm. of variety. The idea of avery fashionable waman la
not ta develop lerseif, but rather ta, stifle dawn lier ariginality, and ta
cram lerself inta tha one conventianal warld. Victor Hlugo tells us of
tlose infamous persans wlo form human manstors for exhibition, that tley
put a clild iat a luge eartlen pitcher, lati t grow there, grow inta tle
mould of the pitdher. Wlen i stops growing tle pitchar la broken, and
yau lave flot a man, but a living jug. Samething sudh is île idea of self-
formation entertained and acted upan by tha fashionable wamen, witli sudh
results as we see. TIat iley tlus surrender the chiefest of tîne spalîs by
wlicl man's feelings are wraught upon by female beauty it wauld be


