FREE-THINKING,

’

Our English neighbors are what Mr,
Toole calls “going it” in the way of free-
thinking. They always *‘have gone it."
From the time when Henry VIII. had
hie free thought about marriage, and
subsequently introduced the same
cheerful elaatic spirit into his views a-
bout the Christian religion, free-thinking
has been the boast of the British people
nor have they boasted without ample
Jjustification. The only ungenerous limi-
tation to their free-thinking has been
that they have obliged others to agree
with them. ‘*You may believe what you
like,” they have said to one another,
‘on condition that you do not differ from
me; but, if you are Catholics I shall per-
secute you; if you are Non-conformists I
shall bully you; or if it so happens that I
am myself a Nonconformist, 1shall only
not bully both Catholics and Anglicans,
because it so happens that I can’t.”
This spirit has been rife for three cent-
uries. Of late years it has assumed a diff-
erent attitude; so that whereas persecu.

. tionand bullying have gone out of fash-

ion, & certain jauntiness and indifference
have “set in.” Politically, there is still a
use of the “odium theologicum'—we
have had experience of this use within
the last few months in some of the polit,
1cal campaigns in our own country-—yet
such & use is but incidental to rotton
painciples, and is not common to the
best politicians. Jauntiness and indifer-
ence are now the vogue. Religion has

come to be regarded as speculation,
with no backbone save egotistic conceit.

Agnosticiem which is the negation of
Revelations, revels in pert egotism and
sublime vanity. The sublimity and the
pertness are on & par. A new dictionary
of hard words has Seen rendered neces-
sary to meet the colossal demands of
the new science. No man can now affect
to be an Agnostic unless he has a wealth
of syllablic culture which makes him &
kind of peripatetic glossary. Agnosticism
bas made iv a hard time tor compositors,
And our poor heads have been made to
acne by laborious articles on pure res-
soming, which, if summed up ina few
plain English sentences, would have
ment either nothing or nonsense. Phil-
osophy; which was supposed to lead to
the highest ends, is now employed to
make us confident that there are no
ends; #o that the venerable Plato and
Aristotle, who ressoned solely to reach,
truth are snubbed by modernists who
reason to prove that ‘‘there is mone.
This is progress. But it was the natural
issue of the Reformation. The “evolution
of freethinking is as necessarily a rush
downwards as the “evolution”of Divine

faith is & winding upwards.

The latest example of religious liberty
in England has been the permitting em-
issaries of the  ‘‘Free Thonght
Company’ Limitd to air their eloquence
in public thoroughfares and pnblic parks
The :Free Thought Company
may be ‘limited’ in flnancisl hazards,
but 1t has no limitations whatever in
roaring blasphemy. Emissaries are dis
patched to the places ‘where roads meet
and are there eucouraged by grinning
youths and smirking girls to abuse the
0Olid Testament, the New Testament and
the clergy. Probably the “company”
would deny that they send such emissa-
ries, nor have we any proof that they do
#0. We must therefore apologize before—
hand for the assumption. It is only be.
cause the same men who are profound
students of their literature are also pub-
lic preachers of its profanities that we
jump at ths conclusion that unless such
men were “sent” they could have no
mission in seeking to corrupt the public
mind. With what object, for what advan-
tage, can & half-educated vulgarian
stand up at a corner “where ways meet”’
and seek to destroy every vestige of
populsr belief unless because hé has a
motive, which is materially above men-
tal harards, being grounded on the
“auri sacra fames?”’ We cannot even con-
ceive of & human mind which should
propose to itselt the mission of holding
all religion up to scorn, unless there
were a tangible gain to be derived from
the overt profession of seeking to destroy
the ‘‘only happness of the Christiav
Poor") )

To ridicule the Old Testament and the
New Testament in the presence of a
more or less illiterate mob is a diversion
of too equivocal & characterto be moti-
ved by homest love of “teaching truth.”
An assassin, if he be hired, has a motive
and all such hirelings are known to de-
plore their task; but an assassin of men's
souls, nearts, intellects, and deathbed
peace must demand & very extravagant
sum for his crime. It is for this reason
Wwe must assume that sush men are paid.
If the ““Free Thought Prose iytizing Com:
pany, Limited,” does not hire these as-
Basgains; we think it should p ublicly dis-
own them and anathematize them. The

“company’ owes it to 118 own ‘principles’
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to 40 so. Freethinking should bet the
exact opposite of blasphemous preach-
ing. If it have any ‘principal’ in 18 at all

must be the leaving of the human intell
ect to work out its own conclusions with
outharass from the opinions of other pers
ons To force negationsion the mind of an
other person, or even to hazard religion
without beiug asked, is the contradiction
of the “first principal” of freethunking—
which is to Jeave every man to be the
architect ot his own belief, If freethink.
ing mean anything it means “let alone.”
Yet in London and in other towns there
is quite an army of freethinkers who de

vote themselves to public dogmatizing
against religion. Their textis “Down
with every dogmati¢ teacher,” and their
sermon is the rabid advocacy of nega-

tiye dogmatism, Now, a dogma is not

less dogmatic because it is negative.
«hristiapity is a lie, and your clergy are
deceivers,” are two dogmas which are
inclusive of a score of dogmas. These
Freethinkers, therefore, first ceny their
principles and then proceed to in-
sult the crowd which denies them also.
They stand up before a crowd—which
they know to be mainly Christians—and
they say: “I am & Freethinker; I wish
every man to be the same; and I tell you
that what you believe is rank nonsense,
and that your clergv are imposters or
ignoramuses, Your religion is a com-
pound of falsehoods and absurdities, and
your dearest hopes and tenderest yearn-
ings are delusions. As a Freethinker, I
am bound to insuit your inmost soul, io
laugh at the divinest sympathfes of your
spiritual being, and to mock the calmest

and grandest convictions of your best in-
telligence by telling you that you are
fanatics or fools.” This is the temperate
philosophy of freethought! Now, we are
compelled to ask; Why does the Execu-

tiye, which affect to protezt the public
morals—as well as to protect the public
from being insulted —permit these man-

incs to corrupt and insult & million Eng-
lishmen, ins‘ead of ordering the police
Ito run them in,” or to muzle them—
like the poor dogs, who are irresponsi-
ble?

¥reewinkingn England, among the
educated clasaes, has resolved itaelf into
Inssitude ‘plus’ vanity. The plebeian free-
thinker is merely az imitator. The class
of freethinkers mentioned above are only
half educated men, who have “coached
up” Tom Payne or Bob Ingersoll, and re-
tail their shallow sophustries at discre-
tion. This class is only dangerous, be

cause the persons who listen to them are
on a level with their shallowness or su

perficiality, Knowing nothing, absoluiely
nothing, of Catholic philosophy, they
find their publewm in frisky comment on
Scripture langusge, or in making sport
of the wealthy clergy, or of Protestant
controversy. They have, of course, & g#r-
tain ground work in such materials. As
to the harmonies of the Catholic philos-
ophy, or the Catholic science of “the
supernatural,” they know as much
about the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas
or the mystic love of any canonizea saint.
But when we come to speak of the edu-
cated classes we find a different attitude
of the “animus.” as well as a different
armory of objections. Freethought in an
English gentleman is, in nine cases out
ot ten an attitude of intellectual fatigue
He has wearied himself with thinking
out everything about everything (at
least, so far as be thinks he knows every
thing) until he has come to the conclu-
sion that'that which requires #0 much
§hinking must lie outside the moral ¢'ne-
cessaries’’ of obligation. He has no antip-
athy to a proposition in Euclid, because
he believes that it lands him in & Q. E,
D.; but he is bored to death by purely
polemical excogitations which lacd him
nowhere bui in beginning over again,
Hence fatigue. Add to this that he. gso
habituates his intellect to processes of
working from his own beginning—tak

ing his own two-foot measure as the sole
originator of difficulties which he has
never dreamed of submitting to Catho-
lic philosophy—that he cannot get him-
selt to believe that his own beginning
may be wrong, just as his own inferences
may be wrong—becauss his own. It is a
system of undisciplined egoisms. No
can we wonder that 1t should be so, since
he was brought Up on the “principle
that freethinking is the sovereign boon
of the Protestant Englishmun. His begin-
nings being wrong 80 are his ends. Hia
freethinking has no axioms, no postulates
He is like a “Euclid” who should abhor
definations. His Q. E. D.’s are all built
upon sand; so that, wearied with the
giant tasks which he sets to his small
brain, he gives up everything because
his  pnrely npatural  intelligence
cannot reconcile divine conclusions with
buman premises. Thus his free-thinking
makes him fretful and yet idle. Lassitude
‘plus’ vanity become the atmosphere of
his being, because he cannot subject
his will te divine authority.~Dublin

Nation,

THX BODY AND ITS HEALTH.
An exchange calls attention to disinfect
ant at hand in every household, The ad
dition of a little vinegar to a plateful of
common salt provides a disinfectant, at
once active, innocuous, non-corrosive and
ordorless, and equal in effect to its an-

-

magnesium. Sufficient chloride is evoly-
ed, and not t00 much.

A physician of Philadelphia says -that
a great deal of what passes for heart dis-
ease is only mild dyspepsia; nervousness
commonly is bad temper, and two thirds
of the so called malaria is nothing bui
laziness. Imagination, he says; is respon-
sible for a multitude of ills, and he gives
as an instane the case of a clergymen,
who after preaching a sermon would take
a teaspoonful of sweetened water and
doze off like a baby, under the impressi-
on that it was & bona-fide sedative.

Fainting and Epileptic Frts.—%“I wish
you would do something,” said a physici.
an,to teach people the diference between
a fainting fit and an epileptic fit, You
see a fainting fit is produced by the
blood leaving the head, and these oth-
or fits are just the reverse, and come
fromgthe blood rushing to the head. 1t is
important to remember this, because it
determines'the method of treating theae
afficted people when no doctor is near
and because every one occasionslly finds
it his duty to go to the help of some per
son in a fit without & moment of reflec-
tion, let alone ingbiry, If a person faints,
he ought to be laid down flat down on
his back, for this will facilitate the re-

turn of the blood to the head, Indeed,
nature was provided for this, for a per
son who faints will fall down and soon
recover, if no one interferes. On the

other hand, a person with a epileptic or
cataleptic fit, indicated by convulsion

and frothing at the moutn, ought to be
propped up, 80 as to facilitate the flow
of blood from the head to the lower parts
of the body, which may be still further
promoted by slappingt he palms of hu
hands. Now I cannot account for it, but
ihe fact is that all ignorant people, in an
emergency, reverse this treatment. A
person who simply faints 18 carefully
supported in a chair, and the tace is pli
ed with cold application and fanned, the
result being that the fainting is greatly
prolonged. Un the other hand a man
who drops in the street with epilepsy or
catalepsy is invariably laid flat on his
back, which in most cases is enough to
kill him,—Chicago Journal.
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ADVICE TO MOTHERS.—Are you
disturbed at night and broken of your
rest by a sick child suffering and crying
with bain ‘of Cutting Teeth ? If sosend
at once and get a bottle of “Mrs. Win-
slow's Soothing Syrup” ror Children
Teething. It s mnaalculabe, It will relieve
the poor little sufferer immediately. De
pend upon i, mother; there is no mis-
take about it. It ocures Dysentery and
Diarrhoea, and regulates the Stomach
and bowels, cures wind Colic, softens the
Gums, reduces Inflammation, and gives
toneand energy to the whole system. Mrs
Winslow’s Soothing Syrup for children
teething is pleasant to taste and is the
presciption of one the oldest and best
female physiciane and nurges in the Un-
ited States. and is for sale by all druggists
throuﬁhout the world. Price twenty cents
a bottle. Be sure and ask for “Mrs, WIN.
SLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP,” and take
no other kind,

MRS.NAGLE

BassinetteBazar

284 MAIN STREET

Ladies’, Children’s and Infants
FURNISHIGS
Plushes, Gloves, Laces, Ribbons, Wools
and Flannels, Collars and Cuffs,

Special Lines in Chieap
Corsets.

- ]
$8.Prices Lower than any House in the city

Winnipeg  Business
ﬁow((})gn? LEN?;UEOpen

121 STUDENTS LAST YEAR

Call at the College,
496 MAIN STREET.

Reduced Terms t0 two or more enterind
in & Club.

alogues, cholride of lime and cholride of | M

WANZER SEWING MACHINE !

arket.

BUY TEHE

Improved Wangzer “C.

Not only the best of its kind, but it 18 the Best Family Sewing Machine in the

’”

Needles, Oil and Parts for all Machines. Note the New Address,

443 MAIN' STREET, WINNIPEG.

Opposite J. H. Ashdown's Esrdware Store

JAMES D. CONKLIN, General Agent

HOPE'S

= flattress
Factory
Wy MoWilliam§t

EAST

SAWS FILED AD SET

——

Skates, Cutlery Gro:nd & Repaired

All Kinds of Job Work Nea}tly Done.

J. V. CURRELL! 18 MeDERMOT ST

ST. BNIFAGE  ACADEMY

CONDUCTED HY THE SISTERS OF
CHARITY.

This tnstitution, unaer the distingnished
patrouage of Higs GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF
ST.BONIFACE, 18 conducted by 8isters of Char-
ity. The latter would respectfully direct the
attention of parents and friends of educa~
tion in general to the condition ofwell-being
and comfort in which they begin this scho-
lastic year The new edifice, situated a few
steps m the old one, is egnal to any es-
tablishment of the kind in Canada or else-
where. Spacious apartments, well lighied
and ventllated; comfortable class-rooms;
vast dormitory; bath rooms: water-works:
the most improved system of heating, and
perfect’ security against fire; gardens and
play-grounds, laid out in the most salubriou
a.mr agreeable sites; such are some of the

rincpal advantages afforded by the new
guilding. The course of studies followed by
the puplils, under the direction of Hig GRACE
THE ARCHBIsSHOP TACHE, comprehends re
ligions instruction, the usual branches of
English ane French education, pleasing arts
a.ng domestic economy. It has received the
approbationof most competent authorities
Difference of religiop is no obstacle to ad
mission, but external compliance with the
rulesis required from all. The 8t. Boniface
Academy counts thirty-seven years of exis-
tence. 1pm-t.tsx of conduct and progress o1
each I;:Pi ;nn ba sent occasionally to the

rents and guardians.

paTn:RmS-—Entranoe fee (once for all), $5.00.
Board and Tuition, per. month, $10.80. (A
deduction is made when two of more of the
same family are sent.) Music and use of
Piano, per. month, 00. Drawing, per
month, 1.00. Bed and bedding, per month
$1.00. Washing, per month, $2.50. Payments
to be made every two monthsin advance.

P\:{)lln coming from other institutions
must furnish certificates of good conduct
from the establlshment they left.

Every pupil should be provided with suffi-
otent underclothing, a plain toilet case, &
able knife and fork, spoons and goblet, six
able napkins and & napkin ring,

The uniform, strictly obliﬁabory, is & black
merino dress, and & mantilia of the same
coior, a straw hat trimmed in blue for sum
mer, and a white hood for winter, a white
veil of plain net. Parents are invited to in-
quire at the Institution for certain partiou-~
lars before preparing the uniform. hen
destred It can be furuihed in the esttdlish-
meut’ as also articles for toilet, drawing and
and fancy work, payment in advance i8re
quired. school dooks and statiouary are far.
nrshed at current price. Other books and le
ters ard subject to the inspection of the -
ectress. No deducation for dupils withdraw-
ing before the end of the two monthly terms
uxﬁess in cas of sickness or for other cogent
reasons. Puplls receive visits of their parents
nesr relative and guardians, on Sunday, be
tweed the hours of devine service and after
Vesper, until 5 30 and on Thursday from to
80 p.m, No other visitors are admitted un-
tsns:gey are recomended by parents or guar
ns ;

PHELAN {BROS,,

FRUIT & GONFEGTIONERY

BOOKS, YERIODICAL.*
ISTATI10NERY, TO¥S
MAIN STREET

——

FUBNITURK

Wholesale and Retall
M. HUlj}H_és & G0

215 to 285 Main Streef

A Large”Stock of

School Desks

—AND—

OFFIGE FURNISHINGS &G

{ Constantly on Hand} 2=,

UNDERTAKING

in"allzts branehes given ourYpromptiattentior

—3

M. Hughes & Co.
Wesloy Hall Block, Winnipeg

. MUNSON & ALLAN,
Barristers, Attorneys, Solicitors, &c.
Offices McIntyre Block, Main Streei, Winni-

peg; Manitoba.
J. H. D. MUNSON

~—
G. W, ALLAN,

SEALED TENDERS addressed to the
undersigned, and marked “ Tender for
a Timber Berth,” will be received at this
Office up to noon on Wednesday the 1st
day of December next for three timber
berths of fifty square miles each, more
or less numbered respectively 16, 17 and
18; situate on the west side of the Col.
umbia River near Golden City Station
on the line of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way in the Province of British Colum-

i,

Sketches showing the position, ap-
proximately of these berths together
with the conditionsupon which they will
be licensed and the forms of tender
therefor may be obtained at this Depart
ment or at the Crown Timber Offices at
Winnipeg, Calgary, N, W, T, and New
‘Westminster, British Columbia.

A, M. BURGESS,
Deputy of the
Minister of the Interior!
Department of the Interior,

Ottawa, 9th September, 1886.

All who are not Satisfied with their
Education,

ERRAND BOYS,
MECHANICS,
BUSIN s MENY

Can take up'as mary or ag “cy, ‘111 e 18
they chose.

Each student has a Desk ;and ,, orks entirels
by himself

NOT IN A CLASS!




