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N SPECTATOR.

These occurrences assume a graver importance when viewed in connection
with the probable efforts of these Provinees to modity or change their present
political position.  And to these, must be added the existing and growing desire
by the United States that Canada should become part and parcel of themselves.
Itis folly to deny it.  For, from their first overt efforts for independence, in
1775, when Franklin came to Montreal, as a delegate from the Congress at
Philadelphia until now, that feeling has existed to a more or less extent.
During the war of 1812 they were as zealous in urging Canadians to |
withdraw their allegiance, as they were to defeat British troops in lattle,
During the struggle on slavery, between North and South, this desire for
Canada, was in truth discouraged by the latter, but simply because additional
free states would have weakencd its influence.  Now, that slavery is extinguished,
both North and South, will, we believe, unite for its attainment. The wish is
not confined to “fire-caters,” and politicians of the Jefferson Brick school.
The recent admission of ex-President Grant, subsequently confirmed by such
authorities as Mr. Secretary Fish, and Mr. Dancroft Davis, that a2 man of the
high social position, and culture, and political ¢xperience of the late Mr.
Sumner, actually insisted as a pre-requisite to the settlement of the Alabama
question, the abandonment by Fngland of all her American possessions ! And
not many weeks since, we were told by a distinguished journalist, in New
York, that there-was really a growing sympathy with Mr. Sumner’s wish, and
that, if Congress paid the award, for the existing lease of the fisheries, he
believed it would be the last payment made for that purpose.

Under these circumstances, it may be asked, what would Canadiin inde-
pendence be worth to Canada?  Or, rather let it be asked, could independence
thus exist, except for a moment, and then only in name?  Fxistence under
sufferance from a rival is not independence.  Qur fate, under such conditions,
might not be uniike that of a mouse, when caught by a cat—now played with,
then cuffd, anon permitted to run a few steps alone, and at the moment when |
mousey imagines herself to be free again, “ gobbled” up.

It would be folly to rely solely upon our national rectitude to perpetuate
our independence without sufficient physical power to enforce a disputed right.
The rivalry existing in many branches of commerce between the iwo countries,
must, in the nature of things, create misunderstandings, affording plausible
excuses for a resort even to the w/timo rativ regum when a pretext is wanted
for conquest.

“For we make our opportunities,
And they ever do pretend to have received a wrong
Who wrong intend,”

British protection !  British protection ! will now be shouted into our ears.
We do not under-estimate it, nor undervalue it.  We claim, as Englishmen, that
we do love our country; while as Canadians, by adoption, the interests of
Canada should be paramount to us. We shall be told that if independence
would not suit us, we can continue to enjoy profection in our present position,
and also by becoming a federal part and parcel of the British Iimpire.  But to
these answers it may be replied, will our dear old mother-country feel she can
in justice to herself undertake our care, in our present relation, for an indefinite
period?  British Americe i8 her vulnerable poing her heei of Achiiles, in het
disputes with the United States. ‘The latter have become better customers o
England, as a confederation of independent states, than they might have been
as a colony,—so we are told. Year by year, England appears more and more
averse to war. Year by year, we get a warning that the time is approaching
when we must stand or fall by ourselves.

But, if the other alternative be adopted,—a federal union with Great
Britain,—will it not make our position, gued the United States, more dangerous
than any other? If the desire for union with us exists in the States, will
the establishment of a semi-monarchical power alongside of them have
or have not the effect of precipitating an effort for its accomplishment ?
Is it true that during the Trent difficulty British officers reported that the
resources of Canada, though supported by all available British troops, were
inadequate to resist for any length of time the forces the United States could
accumulate ?  The odds between the wealth of forty states and seven provinces,
of forty millions of population against four, are, it must be confessed, somewhat
great, though the latter should be backed by fifty thousand brave British
soldiers,

We are justly proud of the extent of this Canada of ours.  Stretching from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the frozen North to the St. Lawrence, it
contains every material element for the foundation of a large and powertul
nation. She 1s indeed something more than the “dewx on trois cents lieues de
neige” to which she was contemptuously compared by Louis XVI. after the
cession to England.  But nevertheless, the dangers and questions we have
submitted, will, we fear, need to be calmly faced and answered, without passion
or sentiment, within the next decade.

Joun Popuam.
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PRACTICAL SCIENCE,

L.w-On the Harmony between Theory and Practice.

Everyone, indeed, now admits it to be most absurd to talk against theory,
for under no circumstances can a knowledge of the exact sciences be either
useless or dangerous. A more harmonious feeling has grown up, too, between
the scientists and the practitioners, creating a bond of union between them,
which is becoming stronger and stronger every day. As a consequence, we
have been called upon to witness, a .more extended application of scientific
principles to practical purposes, and this has resulted in a rapid and wonderful
development in all branches of knowledge, but more especially in those depart-
ments relating to the useful arts; still we cannot but confess that the union
between science and art is very far from complete,. and in fact is most incom-
plete. Let us look at the question from the practical man'’s standpoint. He is
naturally proud of his position, and of the great experience which a whole life’s
study of his particular work or works has given him, and wil] tell you that he
has obtained all this without the aid of any theory. He Will go on to say, that
some of the brightest stars who have ever adorned the ranks of the engineering
profession, were men wholly trained in the practical world. George Stephenson

was one of these, and he has often acknowledged that throughout the whole of
his life, hg ever felt the lack of scientific knowledge, and continually found the
utmost difficulty in contending with questions which the possession of such
knowledge would have immediately solved for him. So conscious, indeed, was
he of the want that he gave his son'a sound, scientific education. And surély no
one can doubt that great as the undertakings of George Stephenson, of Watt,

tand of many others certainly were, they would have been still greater had they

possessed at the outset a liberal education.
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