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With reference to "lMr. Stephens's knowvledge," in future M.%r. Stephens

ivili fo1lowv the plan pursued by Il Saxon" and write anonymously, and then

perbaps no Il 1retence at estimating " w'ill be rmade. il. B. S.

POLITICAL ECONOMV.

It bias occiirred to nie that thc time hias arrivcd for the publication of

certain viewvs wvbich I endeavoured sorie thirty ycars ago to share among iny

friends, but being then in advance of the tirnes, failed to nict with that atten-

tion wvhich. the changed condition of public opinion, consequent on the deteriora-

tion of morals in our rulers, wvill nowv I trust, warrant. It will, 1 think, bc

gecrally conceded that there is in the Dominion a large majority of ail,

amiounting, indeed, to, hutndreds of thousands, wbo bave no dishonest interest,

that is, none antagonistie to the public one to serve. This large nijority, bow-

evcr, is deadly apathectie, wvhile the dishonest mninority, wvhici bias benightedly

selfisli ends to coml)ass, is fearfully encrgetic. This is, of course, what înigbit

be expectcd of the latter class, wvbiclb lives by scheming, producing nothing,

while those comlposing the former, honestly wvorking to support flot only thcrn-

selves, but also the nonproductive and destructive, have no time or eniergy left

for public afiairs. Political economy, wvbich is a p)art of the more extended

study of sociology, will teach us how to counteract the machinations of the

dishonest. First, wve muist organise associations of aIl those tbinking with uis,

beginning, say, i 'Montreal, put our platform, (whicbi rnay be concisel y

expressed by one word)-lHonesty-before the country, and invite the

co-operatlon of ahl who agree wvith us, requesting them to correspond. WeC

shaîl thus becomce known to eacb othcr ail ovcr the D ominion, and froin sister

associationms, wbose business it will be to educate the people in thecir truc

intcrests, and thus secure their votes for hionest men who bave no l)rivate cends

to serve. Thibs they will decide, iîot froin the declaration of tbe aspirants, but

from thecir previoris record, and althougb it will, no doubt, take tie to effect

this, 1 arn sanguine enouigi to prcdict that the pcriod ivill be shorter than niost

would exl)cCt. At presenit, l)arty is the main consideration, I)atriotismn very

secuudary. In fact the country is vcry înuch iii the position of the landlord

respccting wliî the woinan said "leI is a good mnan !Goci lc with hirr

I only pa hiu the rent wlien 1 havc it to sp)are." If, then, nî)y propiosition bc

truc, that the majority throughiout the Dominion bias no other than an hionesi

interest to serve, it wil1 not bc an impossible task to scnd a sufficient numbeî

of men to Ottawa andti Quebec to fori in eachi Iarliainent a fier~ taie

the leader of îvhicbi vili be in a position to say to, the becad of the Govcî n

ment, Il If you will condtict our affairs oni boncst principles we ivili suppor

you, but otberwise, we ivill overthroîv you." To some, the position o:

the Minister would appear one of humiliating thraldom. I bold, bowever, or

the contrary, that it will be one of great strength. H-e will bave it in hi-

power to say to the legion of applicants, wbo now besiege hira for places

contraets and ail sorts of favours, demanding them as their reward for stippor

of party, and tbreatening in case of refusai to witbdraw that support, Il It doe:

flot rest îvithi ne, if I accede, we shahl bc ouistcd." At the saine time, lie wouh

feel that witlh our powerfuil support at bis back lie could wehl afford bimself th,

luxury of honesty from whici lie had been s0 long previolislydebarred. Ou

very first demand fromn the Govcrnment ivili bc, tbe reforrn of the abuse o

rewarding partizans without regard to fitness, and punisbing oppoiients fo

their lionest opposition. Tbere is, of course, a large number of questions oî

which men rnay boniestly differ, and which, flot coming witbin the scope of ou

operation, would be left to the individual judgment of otir members. It is sai,

that no matter how bonest a man may be, it will only be necessary to brin

him witbin the wvalls of the House to demoralize hinu. In answer, I ivili sa)

if bis constituents bave exercised inoderate care in bis selection, and bie bias an

hope of again reprcsenting them, lie ivili rarely fait to resist tbis demoralisini

influence. cvis caliadelzsis.

HOW WE RECEIVED PARNELL.

"Parnell is to have a grand reception to-nigbt, Nin," said 1, laying dow

the S/ar, Il torehi-lights, and bands, and so forth. You ought to take the bo3

to see it." Il Well, yoti are not going to start them on that, I hope," repli(

Nin fromn the louinge, w'here hc lies reading the TVi/ness. 'l Surely yoti w ouldr

go out this cold night to sec a feîv torcli-lights ; and, as for bands, youi ougi

to be satisficd îvitb that one in tbe boy's room." ('lThe boys having coaxcd ti

tin-pans from Ann in tbe kitchen, were now singing lustity, Il l'm the Monar(

of tbe Seas," to wvlich they beat time vigourously on the aforesaid tin-pafl

Nin biad suggested tbe suppression of this band somne tiime ago, but I arn

tender-bearted steprniother, and merely stipulated tbat they sbould keep thE

room door sbtit.) Il I isn't so very cold, and it couldn't take us over an ho'

to drive doiwn," 1 suggested. Il Now", Phrosie, youi are a silly little ivoman.

do believe you w-ant to see it yourself," said Nin, throwing down bis paper ai

going off down stairs. I did ivant to see it, but did flot care to acknowled,

My weakness, so I said no more, but took up what Tommy calîs the Ilde

ptuzzle," and ivent to îvork again trying to get the fourteen fifteen to come

right. Soon the boys come in, Tommy asking-" Mamma, tan I take de titten

to bcd ivif me? " while Teddy joins in, Il And can 1 go in Tomm-y's bcd îvith

the kitten for a little whitc ? " By this time 1 hiad quite forgotten Parnell's pro-

cession, being deeply engrossed in my tussle witlb the Il demi ptule," s0 1

reply, Il Yes, you may have the kitten, if you won't burt bier." Il Oh, ive won't

tease bier, tum on Teddy, sec îvho'll be îindressed first."

Nin bas just corne up-stairs when the boys returii in thecir night-gowns to

kiss us good nigbt. "lWby, îvhat sends you to bed so early ?" lie asks, "lit is

flot rnuchi after eigbit." Il But îve've dot de titten to play ivif, and Teddy's

tummin in my bcd." Off tbcy scamper, and then Nin remarks that i fthey had

not gonie to bcd hie wouhd bave taken us to sec the reception. I wax îvrotb,

and ask wvby he did not say so before, and Nin meekly offers to take mie

after the boys fait asleep ; but this 1 would not bear of, and I settie

down again to wrestle îvith fifîeen fourteen. ('an it be donc ? l'lcase tell me

somebody !ere 1 go miad. Thirteen, fifteen ; fiftcen, thirteen. IlOh dear!

won't you try it, Nin ? " But Nin is busy îvriting an article on synchronistic

somethings for the Scientf/jec Snorer, and I àm left to struggle alone witbi the

"ldemn puzzle." Haîf an hour passes, îvben the boys again appear upon the

scene. Il Wby, 1 thought you ivere sleeping long ago ;what's tmp now ?" asks

Nin, as Teddy clirnbs on bis knec. "lIs it truc there is going to be a proces-

sion to night îvith torches and bands ?" asks Teddy solemnly. IlYcs, but

îvhat lias put that into your liead now," replies Nin. "A boy told me to-day,

and I forgot. XVhy don't you take us to sec it ?" "'Tale you !in your night-

gowns 1." excVims Nin - and then lie foolisbily adds tbat had they flot gone to

bcd so early lic miglit have taken them. This is too miucb for Teddy's

philosophy, antd lie bursts into tears - wvhilc Tommy bravely sîmggcsts that thcy

can gçt drcssed again iin a minute ; and Nin, wvbo cannot stand Teddy's tears,

conscrnts, while I protest that lie is the silliest otd darling, and that 1 shaîl

always cry for evcrything I want in future. Nin gocs off for a sleighi, and the

bioys arc soon dressed ; btut Tommy waiîts nianima to lace bis boots, "lcos one

of de tags is off," and Teddy vows that mamma must find tuque, cIsc he'll get

the carache. By tlîe tinie we arc ready Nin is at the door sliouting "lAL

aboard 1Il Ves, îvc'rc tuminin," crics Tomimy. Il Did you get onc-ninety-

nie? " "Uiî-cenit-qîtiatre-viiigt-dix-neuf," echoes Teddy, wh'o is proud of his

French. "Yes, bore hoe is ; tumble iii, we're late enioughi," crics Nin.

Away we skini over the crisp, liard snowv; along Sherbrooke Street, dowin

Beaver Hll to Victoria Square, where wc fiîîd the streets crowded with

sighit-sers. On ive go, down McGihI and uip Wellington Streets. Ahl

Griffintoîvn secînis -to have turncd out to do honour to theý great agitator ;

but there are few illuminations, and the place looks drcary and sombre. WC

cannot belp tbinking that thcy înight have chosen a more inviting route,

and a shiorter one wouhd surely be better on sucbi a cold niglht. WVo hîar the
3bands, and turn into a sîde street to scc the conquering hîcro pass. Wc arc

1strrotînded by denizens of the neighborhood, and get the benefit of their
tremarks while ive wait. "lThcy say Parnel's a Pradishtan-t," rcmarks one.

"lHe's none the worse for that for an agitator. Shure, O'Conneli hisseif was a

Pradisbtant' Il I'd sooner trust a Cathohie witb the moncy, thougb," shrewdly

replies a third. Il Shure, I think some of us îvud need relief in G.riffintown as

rmucb as they do in Oireland," says the first speaker. Il Tbrue for ye, Mrs.

fO'Rafferty, but the divil a cint we wud git if ive wur starvin'; and if they'd
r onhy give us ivork, it's aIl we'd ax for." "'Arrah, is it work !" cries Mrs.

'l O'Rafferty. IlThere's me own husband, as liard workin' a man as ye'd find
r in Canady, and not a han's ttmrn can he git to do sense the w'inter sot in, barrin

1the shovehhin' of a bit snoîv now and thien, aîîd not much of that aither."

g "'That's so. It's bin the poor winter for liard îvorkin' people. Musha, îvc'l

soon bc in as mucb nade of agithation as they are in Oireland. Shure, if the

y tiniints have a riglit to git tlîeir han' for nothing, why shouidn't we git Our bits

of shantys froc of rint ?" Thrue for ye," cries Mrs. O'Rafferty. Il Look at

mieseif payin' five dollars a nionth for four bits of roims, as mîserabie as ye

wisli to look at, and the w'ather turned aif sense januworry." Il Here Qums the

purcession !" shouts a ragged urchin, who is bopping about in the vain effort

to keep himsclf warm ;and now corne the mounted torch-bearers, headed by

n their band. "lThere's Parnehll Dat's him on the white horse ! " shouts

7s another. Il W\ar, ye foot, tbern's only the carters. Hc'tl be behint themn ail,"1

ýs replies an older lad. IlShure, Murdoch '11 bo kilt entoirely wid the could if ho's

A in the kilts the night," remarks a poor man îvbose thin clothos can't be much

ýit ivarmoir than kilts. Meanwbile the briglit torches aîîd gay bands arc passing

ro along, but even the inspiring strains of St. Patrick's Day cannot rouse much

,h enthusiasmn iii the brcasts of the balf-fod, pooriy-ctad people, who stand shiver-

s1.. ing to sec the sorry show. Adversity hardens the tîeart, and it is flot much

a tise trying to arotîse synipathy iin people îvho themnseives need sympathy

ýir and hehp. Il Here bie coirmes !tlîat's bim iii tie sîcigli 1" Il Shure he's hoike

tir the ould fellow bisself îvid ait them blazes round him." Il \Vhy don't yese

I cheer ?" At this Teddy and Tommy raise their smalh voices and cheer lustily ;

id but tbey are not wehl stpported, and tbe generai effeet soumnds more like

go hooting than cheering. 0f couîrse, it is called enthusiastie cheering in'to-day's

mn paper, but certainly the entbusiasni ivas not lii'ehy in the lower end of Griffin-


