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should be left in the wall at frequent intervals ¢ weep-
holes” to allow the ingress of air and escape of
moisture from behind the wall. These *¢ weep-holes ”
may be formed by leaving out headers in the brick-
work or by building in common drain tiles of small
bore, and letting their outward ends project somewhat
over the face of the wall. This latter method is pre-
ferable, as then any drainage that may flow will be
carried to the outside, where if only headers are left
out, a‘portion of the water will soak into the lower
brick and eventually damage the wall. In the con-
struction of buttresses, or ‘‘ counterforts” as they are
called in England, the wall should be well bonded into
them, and the top of the buttresses should be sloped
off along with the wall and finished, or coped off, with
stone or Portland cement. All bricks used in' the
building of retaining walls, should be hard and well-
burned. Soft or clayey bricks should never be used
near earth contact, or when exposed to the weather.

THE HAMILTON BUILDERS’ EXCHANGE.

WE are advised by the secretary of the Hamilton
Builders” Exchange that there is no foundation for the
statement made in a paragraph recently published in the
daily papers that it had been decided to close up the
organization. The secretary suggests that the 'state-
ment was probably the outcome of the fact that no meet-
ings were held during the summer months.

MACHINE FOR POLISHING PARQUETRY FLOORING,

Herewith is illustrated a machine for polishing parquetry
flooring, designed by Messrs. Malcolm & Souter, of Hamilton,
Oant., and which was used to good advantage on about 20,000

MACHINE FOR POLISHING PARQUETRY FLOORING.

feet of parquetry flooring laid in the new Royal Hotel in that
city. Being unable to obtain men to plane and scrape such a
large quantity of flooring, Messrs. Malcolm & Souter overcame
the difficulty by inventing this machine. They found that (he
work was done better than by hand, as no plane or scraper
marks were left. The machine is a regular disc sander erected
on a platform and driven by an electric motor. The platform is
on four wheels covered with rubber ; the two under the motor
are on a centre with handle attached for moving about, and
the two under the machine are parallel with the platform and
keep the machine steady. The motor is two horse power. The
only objection met with was the dust, and this was overcome
by hanging cotton sheets on all the openings. This machine
canonly be used profitably on large contracts, but should they
have occasion to use it again, the inventors state that they
would attach a small fan on one end of the motor and connect
it with the disc, and blow all the dust out with a flexible exhaust
pipe of canvas. The machine polished about 36 square feet per
hour.



