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Doeniinion as a whole, is given in t1is report. The popu-
lation of Toronto dccreased during i915 and 19z6, but
ha. iocreased during the last two years when the munitions
business has been at ils height and when improved general
conditionis attracted an influx ot population [rom outside
centres. Consequently the numiber of vacant bousýes hts,
decreaeed but owing to the. high c051$ of construction
very few building permits have been iiedduring the
war years. The commissioniers express thie epiniot that
tiiere will be a demand &or small bouses cosling £romi
$2,000 tO 83,000 ini the nleIr futUre,ý

Tih. moat valuable teature of thie report, however, as
regards thie present question, is thie summaiary it gives of
houuing conditions throughout CnaThe commis-

iners vircuiariaed thie principal cieis 9f the Dominion,
inunicipalities of Ontario, and indiustrial companies
throughouf thie country, Mo4t 9)f the mutnicip;tlitici re-
port that there is no bousing problcm and none of tbem
intimated any intention of go)iig into, the building busi-
niess. This is in line with the eýxperience of the Ontario
Governnn in connection wilh its recent bousin g sebeme
by which it offcred to loan funds to mnunicipi,\ties at S
Per cenlt. for building puirpos.es provided the municipality
tlnanced part of thie cost itsel1f. Practically no Advantage
has b:een ta-ktn of 1bis offer. So long, in tact, as money
raiteý remiin high munkcipatliies çaznut gain much by
bo)rrowing part of tiie fund% at j pcr cent. and having to
p)ay- f coi six to ,Levet1 per cent. for the. remiaindoer.

Thbv ereetion of bouses isý a decidedly, speculative en.-
terpris. and the. action of the Dominion Government in
encouragiag the. provinces to enter such i business is ili-
advised. The Toronto commission reports; that thie solu-
lion van best. b. Ieft in private bands anid that with thie
dlecreaLsingz cost of supplies; and the presence of a valuatble
supply of labor tRier. will socrn b. no place where thie
question eaut b -DI sufficient gravhyv as: to warrant any
governmeat action.


