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CROP REPORTS SATISFACTORY.

News Irom the West is Good-Frost is the OnIY Fear
-Western Progress.

Monetary Turnes' Office,
Winnipeg, Sept :z.

The inquiry into, the beef trade of Western Canada con-
cluded after a lengthy se§sion, and the acquisition of a vol-
umninous amaunt of valuable information, The City Council
is backed up, not only by the comlnunity, but bv the Retail
Meat Association of Western Canada, in its desire for the
establishinent of'a public abattoir with cold storage equip-
ment. The retail butchers state they will support such a
public utility, believing that a public cattle markeýt and abat-
toir will be the salvation of the meat trade in thîs city, pro-
viding as it will farmers with a competitive market where
butchers and dealers can buy at first hand, thereby elirnin-
ating the large profits now made by the wholesalers eand
abattoirs, and enabling the retail men ta seli more cheaply
ta the consumer, and finally ending in a large benefit ta, bath
the praducer and the consumer.
Rancht Reports Sattsfaotory.

Reports frorn the ranching districts say that tbe caffle
are in splendid shape, and heav,ýy shipmnents are being miade
for the eastern market and export. After the severe v inter
and spring it was feared that there would bc a decline iii the
nuzuber of steers for shipinents. Prices are above those of
last year, aA!d in saine districts cattlemen report good profis.
The haome consuraption of meat lias grown ta enormnous i-
xnensions, principally through the large quantities required
for the regiments of men employed in railway construction
and other outside contracts.

Since the close cf Winnipeg Exhibition, Fail Fairs h~avei
been conducted at alI the principal towns in the West--
Brandon, Killarney, Edmonton, Strathcona, and at hundreds
of other similar centres. At all these fairs a marked improve-
ment was shown on the dlass of cattîs and horses exhibited.
A greater number of entries was shown at tlhree-fifths of the
f airs held, and a noticeable increase in interest is beinig taken
front year to year by a wider circle of fariner. in their local
shows.

It is harclly possible, without attending sorne of these
fairs, ta realize in this western country the progress that
bas been made during the past four or five years ini the un-
provernent cf the live stock. Animais of better blood are
imported, and the young stock shows ta better advantage.
The great value of this ta our country cannat be quite real-
ized at present, but in a very few years Western raised ani-
maIs wilI be seen at all fairs competing with Eastern raised
stock.
Western Canada In Cood Shape.

To my mind the West was never in better shape than at
prescrnt. Specnlation is completely dead; Iegitimate busi-
ness receives much more attention ; resources are carefully
husbanded, and wheat prices were neyer better. The crop
prospects ajre excellent, barring heavy frost. Railway and
other construction jrings in an enormeus amount of money
ta bie dîstributed from the labourer ta the wholesale man.

-Thse developmei)t of the country is sa rapid that it re-
quires a considerable sunt ta provide for its needs, and this
is not forthcoming. The new crop wiIl ta a large extent

-meet ail the requirements, but it will take frein tllree te four
~montb.s before that money gets. into circulation, and firins
are naturally holding baclc ta see what the exact yield of the
<rop will be. The position taken up by some of the Eastern
houseý is verv dishearteninz ta thse mnan;oeirr rf thpir
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a repetition of speculative and inflated prices in land, and
business inen wiIl pay more attention ta their own line.
Probably tight money has been a blessing in disguise.

The West is " taking turne by the farelock," and making
provision in case of a fuel shortage in the coming winter.
Sinail tawns in variaus parts have ordered heavy supplies to,
corne forward front the mines at an early date, and the latest
mave on the part of the city of Winnipeg is ta abtain a
location on which a supply of wood can be stored. The
Trades and Labour Council were active in an agitation for
the city ta buy several thousand cars of cordwood to be kept
in case of shortage, and sold ta the citizens practically at
cost prîce.

The Winnipeg water supply is stili obtained front the
artesian wells, and well No. 5 wîll soon bie in aperation, witb
a pumping capacity Of 2!4 million gallons daily. The trouble
with tbe Winnipeg artesi an supply is that no sooner is one
well set agoing than the flow f rom the others immediately
decreases.

For builders in Winnipeg and the lesser cities of the
West this bas been a dull year. Several large warehouses
have been erected in Winnipeg, but aur building permits will
flot exceed much more than haif of last year. All other west-
ern towns are experiencing tbe saine inactivity ini the build-
ing trade, but the growth, although less this year, is neyer-
theless of a very substantial nature.

Speculatlon la Dead.
Speculation in real estate is a thing of the past, but good

legitimate sales are taking place every day, showing little
or no depreciation in the value of property. Many firms
carryîng a large amount of outside property will simply drap
their cash, but inside vacant or revenue bearing.real estate is
ail right. The optimists see a good mnove in active real estate
this caming late fait or early spring. Whether their predic-
tions will camte right or flot is a unatter for conjecture. Rents,
are slightly decreasing, and a marked difference will be seen,
if the present money stringency continues.

Barley and oats are daily falling before the knife.
Samaples now arriving of the grain cut show no damage
eîther froin wet weather or frost, and a great deal of even
Iater grain will be harvested in the saine condition. We can-
nat mniss havxng saine frosted wheat, and up ta the present
mv estimate is around 5 million bushels as being damaged
out of a crop of about 83 million bushels. Sizing up the
general situation, grain men, and bankers and others feel
confident that the fariner is.ta receive a long price for his.
wheat this faîl and niext spring,

At the present turne cash wheat is in slow demand owingý
ta aur prices being above export. Millers would do well ta.
secure a good supply of the aid wheat for the coming miilingý
seasan. It is estimated that there is stili in Canada about
17 or 20 million bushels of last year's grain. This wîll be
carried over tilI October if the export does nat increase, as
the carrying charges are provided for in the spread between
October and cash wheat.
Som* Crop Reports.

Last wýeek: a special train lef t Winnipeg to travel through
the country and visit ail large wheat shipping points in
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The Manetary Times accorn-
panied the party part of the journey, and found that the crops
ini every Centre visited were much better than anticipated.
On the M. and N.W. branch of the Canadian Paciflc the crops
are in excellent condition, showing no signs of frost damnage,
anly they are still green; and many fields inspected round
Yarkton will yield from 35s to 45 bushels per acre. Oats are
in abundance; saine fields seen will yield over 7o bushels per
acre. This is not general in every district, where the wheat
crop is light, and a yield of f rom 15 ta 2o bushels will bc the
mnost harvested.

-Malnv centres ,alrng this railwayv which in previous


