862

THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZE

.TB

has always been so—redounds to the en-
terprise, progressiveness and energy of
the town of ite citizens. DBut therec is
no need for any lengthy introductory re-
marks in this eulogistic strain. The facts
speak for themselves, and facts like fi-
gures, never lie. A jealous observer or
an indifferent reader might think that
the reputation of the battalion
was  bolstered uwpon mere  news-
paper ‘ puffs,” but those who turned oub
yesterday to witness the grand military
tournament and drill exhibitions are
convinced otherwise, and for those who
did not through inability, carcleseness or
otherwise, take an interest in the mat-
ter, the record of Thanksgiving Day’s mil-
itary achievement will, like a very use-
ful and convenient article when put on
the market—establish its true worth.

At 8.50 in the mording the battalion
was formed up at the drill shed, every
man looking his best and brightest. But
the holiday spirit and the temptations—
not to say evil ones—which come with
ten-fold more force on public otcasions,
doubtlese deterred some of the volunteers
from presenting aan appearance. The
miesing ones were soon gathered in, how-
ever escorts of pickets boing sent out by
the commanding officer, in charge of the
non-commiesioned officers to brnig in the
absent men of the individual companies.
The battalion was as a result soon up
to its full strength and perhaps over
strength. .

Before marching out of the drill shed
the parade states were taken and showed
the following strength :

A Company, Capt. Dennistoun, Lt. Tebb,
84 N.C.0. and men.

B Company, Capt. Schofield, Lt. East-
wood, 29 N.Ci0. and men. |

C Company, Cupt. Hill, Lt. Stevenson,
81 N.C.0. and men.

D Company, Capt. Lech, Lt. Hayes, 85
N.C.0. and men.

E Company, Capt. Millar, Lt. Matthews,
41 N.C.O. and men.

F Company, Capt. Brennan, Lt. Stev-
enson, 29 N.C.0. and men. N

Staff officers, Col. J. Z. Rogers, com-
manding, Lt. Col. Bell, Major Edwards,
Major Langford, quartermaster; Capt.
Mason, adjutnat, and Dr. Halliday, sur-
geon. Tho band was 28 strong, the
bugle and drum corps 17 and the ambul-
ance and pioncer corps 19. The total
etrength of battalion, 279.

The battalion left the shed shortly af-
ter ten o’clock and, headed by the band,
which played capital marching musicy
marched down George street to the exhi-
bition grounde, where the inspection was
announced to take place. Every officer
and man, to quote the proverbial phrase,
‘“ looked as clean a8 o whistle,” and the
warriors ccriainly presented a favour-
able appearance, as with crect carriage
and even, ateady, swinging step they
marched down Georgo etreet. The scar-
let tunics and sombre pants neatly brush-
ed, the helmets and beits snowy white
from & liberal use of pino clay, every
button and brass plate shimmering and
glistening, rifles bright and clean, bay-
onets properly slung, all combined to
make companies—the units of the whole
battalion—look well and to enkindle in
the hearts of their admirers a feeling of

just pride and to cause lips to utter words
of approval. The marching had its draw-
backs, for the militiamen had to trudge
through muddy streets in a deplorable
confdition from the recent snow and rain.
The day was rather cold and stormy, and
the west wiad chilling aiid piercing. Old
Sol scemed very chary of his light. Ar-
rived at the grounds after the tedium of
warching through the sloppy and slusby
streets, and the encountering of the fri-
gid atmosphere without overcoats, bat-
talion was drawn up in line with ranks
open, by Lt. Col. Rogers. On the arrival
of Lt. Col. Cotton, D.A.G., inspecting of-
ficer, the volunteers gave a general sal-
ute, which was acknowledged by the De-
puty Adjutant General. Then the ficld
officers were taken out separately, and
under the command of Col. Rogers the
battaliom wase put tbrough several field
movements. Aftérwarde the battalion
was handed over to Lt. Col. Bell and
then to Major Edwards, for the perform-
ance of further evolutions and manocuv-
res.  Col. Bell 'was recalled and put
them through the manual exercises. The
inspecting officer eritically eyed all the
battalion movements, which were execut-
ed with ease, correctness and readiness.
The movements were wheeling in quarter
column, deployments, manual and firing
exercises, and other field movements. Af-
ter these movements, which lasted nearly
two hours, on account of the cold and
storm which was severe, the inspecting
officer remarked to Col. Rogers that it
was too much to expect the men to en-
dure the weather until late in the after-
noon without any overcoats and on his
advice the regiment was marched back
to the drill ehed. Oa leaving the
grounds the firet advaunce guard ever
formed by the b67th battalion marched
ahead. The advance guard consisted of
squads of “ A Compnny, while “B"”’
Company was their support. The re-
maining four companies composed the re-
serve. The advanee guard were under
cer.mand of the non-commissioned offi-
cers anil officers, according to the sizc of
the squade. In this order the drill shed
was reached. The battalion, on coming
in the drill shed, was formed up on theit
respective markers and battalion drill re-
sumed. .

The inspection of each company was
then begun by the inspecting officer. Ae
fast as he completed the inspection of
one company another one was called oub
and it was not until after four o'clock
that the company inspection was ended
and the service rolls called and answered
by the men of each company who were
then dismissed. Col. Rogers addressed
the wen, thanking them for the manner
in which they bad turned out, and the
order they had preserved during the day.
He felt proud of their conduct.

LEach company was inspected in rota-
tion. Col. Cotton minutely inspected
and carefully exemined the uniforme,arma
and cquipments of the men of cach com-
pany. The subaltern officers weic then
called out and put the company through
manual and firingg exercices, after which
the captnine were required to put their
companicp through eeveral company mov-
ements, and g8 a company in line and in
column. As jast as the inepection of
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cach company was over the red coats were
dismissed for dinner. Mr. John Craig
scrved an appetizing lunch to the men in
the drill shed and proved himself an
obliging caterer. The seryice rolls were
then called. The men returned their
arms and accoutrements to their respect-
ive company armouries and’ will hand
over the uniforms to their respective capt-
aing.  Drill for the season has been fin-
ished. In the company inspection yes-
terdoy each company did remarkably
well and were warmly complimented by,
their captains for their excellent record
and successful performance of the differ-
ernt movements. ‘At the close of the com-
pany inspection, ‘the Deputy Adjutant
General examined cach officer eeparately,
in military discipline, military law and
interior economy. The officers answer-
ed the questions readily and correctly.
The books of each company, the service
rollg, ete., were also inspectedl by the in-
specting officer, and, it ie understood,
found weli kept. It was nearly sevem
o'clock when Col. Cotton had completed
his inspection. He had a fatiguing day’s
work, but he proved equal to the occa-
sion.—Peterborough Examiner, Nov. 24.

THE ROYALU MILITARY COL.-
LEGE JAND THE
PERMANENT CORPS ixn CANADA,

To the Editor, Canadian Military Gasetta.

Sir,—I have read with some interest the
articles and letters that have recently ap-
peared in the city papeis in regard to ap-
pointments to the Royal Canadian Artil-
lery. It app:a:e to me that the reasons
advanced in defence of the appointmenta
in queetion are so very weak, that only the
credulity or want of knowledge on the part
of the public on military matters is the
reagoa of their being advanced. It is a.
mystery 1o me how any sane person can
contend  ‘that a man holding a “Long
Couae Certificate,” obtained after three
nion'hs’ attendance at the Roynl Military
College, undergoing an elementaty course of
ten o twelve lectures in three or four
¢ubj ¢'s. wichout being required to have
any higher education than a knowledge
of {hke th:ce R’s, is considered to be tho
equival.nt of a Cadet, who enters the Col-
Irg: ofter a severe matriculation examin-
ation, anl sprnds four years exclusively
in mequiring what the Act defines as “A
complete education in all b:anches of mil-
itary ta:-tica. fo.tification, cnyin-ering and
genrra'e i i i knowledge in subjects con-
ncied with, and n cessary (o, a thorough

Fnowledge of the military prolfession, and
for qualifying officcrs tor command and for
staff appointments.” -

The e¢xcuse offered for these appoint-
mnts is, that the appointees have suffi-
ciini knowledge for the Permanent Corps.
The fact secmas o be lost sight of that the
College and its graduates are not the only
ones who suffer by these appointments,
lut it is the Militia. It was to benefit
the Militia that the College was cstablish-
ed 3 when it conses or fails {0 be « benefit
to the Militia it should b abolished.

LI untrained g utlemen aie better quali-
fied thap th: technically trained Milit-
ary graduntes of this College to officer
the Canadian Permanent Corps, then indeed



