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Modern Tactics.
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SiERussians in 1877 often reachied the Turkisb entrenchmients, only'to perish in

t henm, or only cftpttli-ed tbenm alter desperate hand-to-hand fighting.
The construction of the Turkish and Russian field fortifications, and their defence,

furnish a study wvelI wortli the careful consideration of every thoughtfil soidier. They
belong more properiy to field fortification than tactics, and the student. is reconirnen(le(
to read a mn&î interesting and v'a1uable bo)ok entitieti 7ie Rutssiaii Atly audlits Ca,,,-

Paigit. l' TlirkÀey, 1877-78, bY l". V. G;reene, U3. S. Arrny. The boo0k is pubuisbed hy
-Messrs. W. H. Aile" & CO., 13 Waterloo l'lace, S.W., together with an excellent
atlas, and sets of drawings representing very ciearly the types of field-works used b>'
the Turks anti R'ussîans respccîiveiy.

Lieutenant Greene renmarks in his concluding chapter: "The camipaign, .1877-78,
like every canmpaigfl wbich was ever fought, furnishes its milita-> lessons for the future,
mistakes to lie avoided, successful manSeuvres Io lie repeated under similar oppor-
tuiides. But there is one feature, a question of tactics, in wbich this war finds no
parallel in past histor>', and whichi is of the highest importance for the conduct of
future- wvars. 1 reder to the. great use wbicb wvas made of hasty fortifications in
connection with modern ire arms.

Infantry hear the brunt of every battie, and their assauits are now cieli"ered in the
formation known as "The Attack Formation."

The British systeni is fuilly described.in the Field Exercise. Its main chai-acter-
istic is that it endeavours to elimiinate the mixing up of companies.

Several other attacks (inciudiiig one liy the author), have heen advocated, ail
based on'the wrong assumiphion that it is possible t0 prevent coiinp-anies being niixed
up. Until this restriction is reinoved no practicai solution of the ail important tactical
question is likeiy to he airived at.

WViîh an organizalion giving eight weak compatnies to a liattalion, andi in the face
of recent miilita-y history, the tenacity with whîch the authorities hoid on t:) -their
thoroughly impracticable restriction about flot mixing up companies is inexplicable.

In the opinion of a high Gernian authority, Il I destroys at the ver>' outset of the
action the captain's cont-ol over bis coi-pany, anti entirely ignores the losses insepar.
able from a generai assaulf on a position, and that to carry a front of 8oo yards it is
necessary to put in a whole division. Battalions must be intermnixed before even a
distance or yoo yards from the enemy bas been reacbed, anti by the timie the zone of
decision (about 300 yards) bas i>een attained, whole regimients will be required.

"lThis (langer can only be guarcied against b>' accustoining the men in îPeace to
act under the orders of the officers nearest to themi, and on the part of the officers b>'
redividing anmongst tbemiselves the conimands -as each fresb reinforcemeilt cornes into
line. This is the universal practice in Germany at present. The British advance is
altogether 100 slow.

IlIn tbe German attack, froim the moment the signal for the advAnce is gîven, ail
troops in rear of the fighting line move off in quick lime and. neyer hait; if the figbt-
ing line is cbecked, tbey close on it andi cari>' it on with theni.

"The usuai distance between successive lines in about 400 paces."

Foui-th Stage.

At the moment of closing on the delenders' position, ail tbree ai-ms must bc wvell

up to co-operate. The saie Gerînan authority above quoted remarks that, "the
différent aits of tbe service in the Engiish arnmy ai-e not sufficientiy closely united; they
fail to perceive that each oniy exisîs fur the other, anti that the emfcency of an army is
nieasured liy the product, not the suim, of the efficiency of each ai-m."

l'le guns înust lie preparcd to move forward (flot necessarily on the llank) as their
infant-y nilvances, and take up fresb positions, ani, if necessary * I re-establish con-
fidtence, comie right up al<>ngside of it, to within 900 yards or the enemy, i.e. wibin
the dleidly zone of the defenders' rifle-lire. The fatal failacies which the I)reech-loadter
lirougbt in its train muîst lie swcj)t away liefore cavai-y or artillery reiume their proper
r-aie on the field o'fbattie.

The cavai-y must lie ready, not siniply wiliing, to sacrifice itself in the event of a
repulse, 10 give timie for ils beaten infant-y to lxc rallied, or to retrcaito a asafe distance
and extîemporize a rear-guard, in the event of a retiremient belng decmied expedient.

In the event of success it is equally imperative for the sisîci- arms to lie well up
%vith their infanti->; the artillery t0 make good the captured positions against counter

attack, anti to sheil the retreating enemy ; and the cavai->' to. pursue and reap) the full
fruits of the victory.

The effciency of artillery depends to sucb a large extent on accurate shooting, and
this again on the nature o>f the gi-oîînd ani the state of the weather, that any'caicula.
lions not matie on the spot are wvorthlessq.

The pimipie that ai-tiller>' should not fire over infantry is entikely a wrong one,,
anti practical>' deprives the infantry of the co-operation of ils guns.

.In pointing out this tendency of British gunners not 10 tire over their infant-y, the
sanie German officer liefore quoted, explains, "'hat, *even in a figh of one corps
against another, it wouitl be impossible for tbe artille;y to prepare the attack fromu a
position on its flank, lierause, taking 2,000 yards as the distance between the tw.o
fronts, the outer battery of the line wouki lie snnme 4,000 yards distant fromn the point
of attack ; antI where severai corps ai-e lighting alongside cacb other, the idea is per-
fectly impracticable.",

. \ Artilleiy-Jîre Tactics ls Allack.

it. Fi-e on hostile' artilery, if it lie visible ; if not sheli bis infintry.
înd. Change position as seldoni as possible dui-ing an"action, as guns are vulner-

able an(l silenced wvben moving; and if the target lie visible, 2oo or 300 yardis, monre or
less,, makes littie différence with moder-n arhiilery.

When artiilery moves forward it sbould iove lioldiy anti as far as necessary to co-
oi)erate with its advancing infantry.

3rd. Batteries sbouid be massed as mucb .as the groun(l admits of for the sake or
unity of command. Experience shows it t0 l)e diffcuit to concentrate the fire of (lis-
pei-sed batteries. %

Must.ketry-fire Tactics iii ,ttack, as laid dormi iii the PieU iExert-ises,

"depenti on a knowiedge of the range, the skill " of the firer, anti the firmation of the
grounci; and in the field, the moral condition of the troops, and the quantit>' of
anmmunition at the disposai of the assaitants.

According to the Field Exercise "distances arc clasbified as foilows: uip 10 400
yards 'Short D)istances,' frofu 400 to 900 Yards 'Mediuîn Distances,' fronm 900 to 1,700
yards 'Long Distances,' andi froni 1,700 to 3, 100 yards (tlWe extrenie range of the rifle)
Extreme Distances.'

"'The preparation of the attack at 'long'. distances bleongs to the artiilery; it is
only in exceptionai cases that the infantry can take part ini it.

"A premature opening of ire liy the fighting line mia> lengtben the action, anud
leadti 1 a deficiency of ammrunition at the final stage, anti thus iveaken the> moral
energy of the assailants.

"In open ground the troops in the fightîng uine shouid only liegin liring .11
'medium' distances, provided the enemy is visible; if hie is not seen the limie is better
spent in getting over the ground than in halting to lire at an inadequate tai-gct.

IlIn broken anti coveretl grotunth e fighîing line may advance to (fuite 'short'
distances witbout firing.

"In the attack, voiiey-firing shouid be employed, in the early stages wlien at the
longer distances. It rannot be uiset by troops tiuring the advance in the linai stage,
wbere iny hall would dciay the vigorous offensive rcquîred at the moment. Volleys
§hould aiso be useti by troops special>' detailed for the purpose fromi the reserve, andI
piaced on conîmanding positions on either flank to cover the general advance.

"-Vben a position bas been carried, volley.firing is thbe st lire to lie uscd in the
pursuit, and when getting the men in hanti again.

"A dropping lire can produce no usefuil effect, and bas the drawliack of slackcening
the advance.

IlThe fighting line should lie reinforced as the lire. can lie made to tell ; it is
essentiai to bring from the commencement an A~ctive concentration of lire on 111e
cnemny' position.

"The useful effect of musketry-fire depends on its pi-ecision, combined with
rapitlity, but il is lietter to seck such effect>froîn acctîracy, and fi-oui a -sufficient nami.
lier of rifles lirought up into the uine (witbout over-crotwding) thin fromi tndue rapidity
fi-om a smalier number."

These regulations are thus quoted wvith the object <>f inmpressing theni upon the
student (a considerable experionce baving convinccd the writcr that they aire too often
ignored aitogether or slurred over").

Fire-discipline, especialiy when the attack commnences, slîould lic the niost
important part of anr infantr>' soldier*s tra ining.

( Ta le coittinuei.)
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