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probable. Sometimes rupture of the tube niay occur so early as to lead *to a
fatal resuit bcfore anY suspicion of pregnancy is entertaihîcd by cither the
patient or the physician. Suchi a case occu «rrcd in thc practice of the late
Dr. Shaver, of Blenhcim. The patient had mcnstruated iii a normal Nway a
month before her death. Dr. Shaver wvas calicti in the night, a distance of
four miles, to -sce this wvoman, and found lier i great pain about the ptlvis
and lower part of thc abdomen. The attackc hiat corne on very suddenly
whilc she %vas in bcd ; she %vas pale and clammy, and hier pulse ý.vcak and
frequent. A hypodcrrnic dose of morphine relieveti the pain and the doctor
leit lier feeling morc cornfortable. Hie wvas called again soon aCter lie reachiet
home, and rc.cognizing the gravity of the case took Dr. Langford wvith him.
The patient wvas dead whien they arriveti. The autopsy showcd a small
ruptured sac in the upper part of the tube necar the uterus, and a very large
quantity oie blood free in the' abdominal cavity. Dr. Shaver sent the
specinien ta mc andi 1 submittcd it to Di. A. B3. MacCallum, of Toronto, îvho
rcportcd that examination showcd whiat seemeci ta be placental tissue 'in the
ruptured sac. In suchi a..case it is almost certain that the most careful
physical examination %vould prove negative, anti no trcatment other than
apening- zhe abdomen andi securing the vessels %vould avail. The question of
vital importancc 'n ectopic gestation is early diagnosis, andi 1 shalh point out
wliat lias sufficeti to aid me sa much, in this. In every case I1 have seen, pain
hias been the initial symptani, andi in every case examination lias revcaled
the following: Pain came on suddenly. In anc case it seemeti in tic kidney
anti along the ureter andi was like the pain af renal colie. In evcry case
there %vas more or less shock, anti fear af impending death. In two cases
tlîis fcar wvas Sa marked as to amoant to absolute terror. A menstrual perioti
hiat been misseti in cadli case, tien the flow hati returneti at ane or morer
irregular intervals, anti hael been accampanieti by unusual pain ai an inter-
mittent kinti. In thrce af !hIc- cases decidua-l membrane liad been passeti.
Physical examination snoedl (i) The çervix suftened like that of a pregnant
w'oman, andi tie vagina anti cervix of a bluisli color. (2) Cervix not in tic
meclian line but pusli t'j one side. (3) A tumnor in tic region af the broati
ligament, anti, if the pregnancy be adivancedi twvo months or more, occupying
Douglas' sac. (4~) A history of former uterine or tubaI dîsease is usual.
(5) Irregular flow of blooti frorn.grenital tract anti dischargc af decidual mera-
brane. Of the five cases anc dieti fromn rupture anti hSrnorrhagc before
anything coulti be donc. One came under my carc two years after the
pregnancy, but she gave sucli a viviti accaunt of her sickness at that time
that 1 expresseti to lier my belief -tlat it had been an ectopic pregnancy, and
that the fetus had died at that tîme. Next day, wvhile sitting on the cliamber
vessel, quite a mass ai macerateti fetal bancs wvas passeti, but 1she vas- unable
to tell wlvh;ether they came from the rectum or fromn the vagiria. I herewvith
present some ai the material wvhich, as you wvill sec, resembles cranal bancs
wvhich hiave undergone change iinto adipocere. This wvoman recovereti. One
case, thc first I hati recognizeti, wvas operateti on by Dr. Donald McLeail, af
Detroit, ivhom 1 calieti in for that purpose. Aithougi the operation wvas
very quickly anti skilfully donc, the woman dieti fronix shock fourteen haurs
.after. Th fourth case I correctly diagnoseti when. she wvas six weeks
pregnant, -but operation wvas refused. anti other ativice sought. Sever. weecs,
later the sac ruptured inta tie peritoneal cavity, anti I was asked ta sec t.e-
-%voman andi ta' operate. A ve 'ry large quantity of blooi wvas free in the
abdominal cavity, but tic bleeding hati béen arresteti, apparently on account
of the wveak heart anti the resulting low blooti pressure. There were exten-
sive adhcsions, but these ivere easily separateti anti tie patient got well. I
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