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NICHOLAS MINTURN.

BY J. G. HOLLAND.

CHAPTER XIX.

NICHOLAS visited his protégés every evening for a week after he had

procured places and employment for them. He carried them newspapers
and books, read to them, discussed business and the affairs of the nation,
and heard the stories of their experience in their new spheres of life.
It would be hard to tell whether he or they learned the more, or enjoyed
the more, in these reunions. That they missed their old excitements
and their vagrant liberty, was very evident ; but no one seemed so far
to regret the change as to be tempted to return to his old life. Every
day placed them further from danger, and all of them had conceived a
hearty respect and friendship for their benefactor. Nicholas was very
muaclh gratified that, at the end of the first week, they paid their board-
bills, though they must have been sorely tempted to use the money in
their hands for the improvement of their wardrobe, For this, Nicholas
and they were indebted to Glezen, who had had a long talk with Caven-
dish, and placed upon him the responsibility of seeing that his compan-
ions did their duty.

The result of many discussions, in which the reclaimed vagrants gave
Nicholas some valuable lessons in human nature and philosophical policy,
appeared at the end of the week, in an announcement which threw one
of the Worst and poorest neighbourhoods of the city into a fever of curions
excitement. " The Beggars' Paradise," as the neighbourhood was fami-
liarly called, had something new to think of and talk about.

Nicholas, in his conversations with Cavendish, found that'he was a
man of very fair education, and exceptionally versatile gifts.. He had


