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".*PRICE - - - FIVE CENTS.

1 1he *No'Rent Manifestoes "~Rigiand ani
Scottand get a Taste of 1t—Political Fran-
chise and Redistribution. .

L d

NOMIG CRISIS: *

I

Offices of the Iri'al;;‘Ngv}'s Aﬁncy.
LoxpoN, S. W., Dec, 13th, 1884,

The severs rest;éin:s :nd:l: wginh ‘the Irish

W rs are-kept by.the Crimes’ Act,
:;m;%la%qm to speak rather mildly of a sub-
ject that before.long may. produce  an explo-
sion in -Ireland - almost - greater than - that
which =0 tréubled the resonrces’ of English.
statesmen, ‘and ‘defied the ‘powers of Fnglish
force three years ago. In a word the judicial

sents are menaced with: the same danger as'

the rack rents of which they took the place.
The bad weather, and the  terribly low -price
of cattle and wheat have prodaced an econe-
mic crisis, and the fact is the farmers are not
able to pay the rents which the land courts
have fixed. Up to the present there
have been only sporadic manifestations of o
coming time of severe strugple between the
tenants and the landlerds; bnt the general
sirnggle will probably come. It is well to
consider the chances of sueh & struggle by
the light of events in England and Scotland,
Jlis « most hopefal sign of the times that
the crigis is no louger a purely Irish
crisis ; that it exists in England and Scot-
Jand as well a8 in Ireland. It is a still more
hopeful sign of the times that the remedies
proposed 1n the three countries are practically
the sume. In England and in Scotland pub-
lic opinien points, as in Ireland, to the rack
rents of the landlords as the fountain and ori-
gin of the existing dietress ; and in the three
countries the demand is simultaneously made
for a reduction of this intolerable impost as
one the first necessity to establish a better
gtate of things. Three years ago a demand
fer o reduction of rents by the Irish farmers
was denounced as rotbery and confiscation by
the Emcticall_v unanimous opinion of England
and Scotland ; and when a **No Rent Mani-
feste™ was issued the English Prime Min-
ister was backed in applying every re-
gource of British civilization, so called,
to put it down. To-day a ‘‘No Rent Mani-
festo” i8 issued, and acted upon in all the
islands around Skye ; and in Cheshire there is
talk of a resort to the same weapon. Infact,
the farmers of these two districts in Scotland
and England are, as -the 5t James’s Gazetle
remarks, with its characteristically savage
hatred of Ireland and of popular movements
have adopted *‘ the regnlar Land League pro-
cedure.” .

The attitade of the Eaglish press under
guch circumstances i8 noteworthy, With
scarcely an exception, they applaud the gal-
lant crofters, who are determined to pay no
rent till their grievances are redressed,
and to die 1ather than consent to be
evicted. The temptation to contrast the
difference between this tone towards the
crofters of Skye and the tone towards the
farmers of Ireland is great ; but we pass this
by, as our concern. to-day is with the influ.
ence of the circumstances, the temper and
prospacts of the land movement in England
and Scotland on that in Ireland, . .
The facts which which we have set forth
render it probable that any attack of a large
and an organized kind upon an Irish move-.
ment for the reduction of rent would not now
meet with the same opposition from_ English
and Scotch public: opinion as was given in
1881.82. The Conaervative party themselves
arehelping forward, unintentionally of course,
the demand for a reduction of rents. Mr.
Chaplin, Mr. Lowther, and men of that
irresponsible type arc getting up an agitation
under the name of Fair Trade, which in
plain English means that the wheat of
America is to be taxed, and the bread of
English artisans thereby made dearer, in
order that the landlords may still be able to
exact as large a rent as that which they ob-
lained before the ‘wheat fields of
California competed with those of Iasex
and Oxfordshire, It is =carcely mneces-
sary to say that such schemes have as
much chance: of beiig realised as the
" return of the poriod and the customs before
. thedeluge. The choice of the British farmer
is between paying a smaller rent or getting
more money for his wheat, through an 1mport
duty on American grain; ana as thelatter al-
ternative is entirely outside of any possible
combination, the former: alternative alone, is
left, The rent must be reduced in England
and Scotland, and the.reduotion of the rent
in these places will, of course, be fullowed by
a similar moveuent in Ireland. .

The coming enfranchisement of the agricul-
tural laborer, and the other classes hitherto
excluded from any control in the affairs of
this conntry is' already making a vast change
in the politica of - this _country. The Conser-
vatives, having givén inon the main point,
are letting otheraigd by-the jboard, A ifew
days before the rising of parlisment a-bill wag,
allowed to pass through the,House of :Com-
mons in several of its ' stagéd for- prolong
ing the - hours of , polling “ji. 'the’ countie:
which would have heen resisted, to thedeath
six month ago. Then Lo '
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‘constituencies.”

that it would be -better for the Irish cause
that the-Irish'-vote should contrédl several:
constituencies that hold five or six. -There is-
& certain risk; too, that the men sent in from

S

"{ the English constituencias - might be more

| harm than geod.; If the Irish electors shonld
elect Nationalisers or men of that description
+—and that is possible—the Irish cause would
be prejudiced and not served. The single’
‘member plan ofconstituency is very -favor-
a.lgle, on the whole, to the Irish cause.. It
will evable the.Tories to make some-head.
way . against the strong and -overflowing'tide
of Radicalism‘which will rushover the coun-
try after the passage of the Franchise and
Redistribiition Bills.” An overwhelming Lib-
eral majority -would -be.n very serious’
danger to Ireland. at the present moment ;
and therefore .it is .an- Irish ; interest
that the Tories should have some show. It
is & Lopeful sign of the times that'the policy
of Gladstone ig breaking down so completely
in Egypt and all abroad, that the Tories may
be floated into power before long, and a Tory
Government, especially if it were weak,
would be much casier to denl with thana
strong Liberal Adminisiration.

SCorcd NEWS.

———

The depth of snow at the gauge on Ben
Nevis amounts to 24 inches.

A small whale, 23 feet long, has been
washed ashore at Orphir, Orkney. -

Distress I Duspee.—In Dundec Sheriff
Court a number of cases came up, in which
the rents were sued for of persons who had
been out of employment for periods varying
from three to thirteen months, The Sheriff
expressed his sympathy with the defenders,
but was bound to give decree.

The Duke and Duchess of Hamilton'’s infant
daughter was christened on Monday after-
noon at Berkeley Chapel, John street, Berke-
ley square. The sponsors were Prince Luis
Eaterhazy, the Countess of Gosford, and the
Hon; Mrs. Thomas Fitzwilliam. The infant
took the names of Mary Louise.

An action has been raised in the Aberdeen
Sheriff Court, at the inatance of the School
Board of St. Fergus, against Alex. White,
schoolmaster, for immoral conduct with a
number of scholars. It is slleged by the
pursuers that/defendar ¢ habitually attempted
to deprave and debauch certain of his pupils.”

Deat oF THE DUKE 0E BuccLEUCH'S QLD-
ST TENANT.—Mr. Knox, farmer, Whitlaw,
near Hawick, died-on Monday about noon,
in his 9lst year. Mr. Knox was the oldest
tenant of the Duke of Buccleuch in the Teviot-
dale district, and as such was introducea. to
ihe late Duke when he opened the Hawick
“Waterworks on lst September, 1882.

HeLexsburgE PENNY SAviNGS BaNk.—
The anuual report of the managers of this
institution shows that during the year
there have been °'no less than 4,359
transactions, representing a° sum of
£303 118 3d as received from depositers, while
the sum repaid amounts to £140 11s 10d, and
£132 10s, transferred to the National Securi-
ty Savings Bank in depositors’ names.

Grrr 70 DoxpEE Uxemproven.—The Cen-
tral Relief Committee on Wednesday receiv-
ed o letter from Messra. Ireland, Leitch & Co.,
Dundee, intimating the gift of 150 tons of
coal for distribution among the unemployed.
The gift. hus been furnished by Messrs, Ire-
land, Leitch & Co., and a number of conl-
masters in Fifeshire, and the coals are to be
delivered free at the Tay Bridge Station,

A STaGE-STRUCK Dasser.—A young lady
connected with an aristocratic family in the
West of Scotland mysteriously, disap ~ared
from her home about two weeks ago, Fa
as’ may be inferred, greant nnxie
relatives, The inquiries instituted resulted
a the discoverv ,that she had joined a com-
puny of strelling players who are at present
in Fife. "All the efforts made to get her to
return home have as yet proved unavailing.

THE SKYE AGITATION.

TAE XO-RENXT POLICY-—OUTBREAK. IN
LEWIS—MESSENGER-AT-ARMS STONED,

Another outbreak has teken place among
the crofters in the Western lslands, this
time. at Uig in Lewis. Lady Matheson
having obtained interdict from the Court
of Session againat the crofters of the’
Valtos - township, who had taken forcible
posscssion of grazinge in the occupancy of
tacksmen, the‘officer proceeded on Dionday’
to serve thewrits. He was met by the whole
.inhabitants of the place,. who effectually pre-
vented him from -doing his duty, and ulti-
"mately stobed him and-his concuirents out of
theidistricts. The officers were struck several
times i with: stones, “and they. were likewise
besputtesed with mud.- - There is*said “to be
‘grent, excitement “in the district, and theat-
ititide of the crofters 1s deseribed as most de.
Hormided. Lord Macdonald’s tenants'in Skye'
atill persist in their no-tent policy ; but .on.
TThesday seversl of them. in the parishes'of
Shizors and Portree met the poor-rate collec:
Jtor Jand Bettled with:-him. " % e
« Thej, thessenger-ut-urma who, proceeded 'to,
“serve ,:Sheriff..Court..writs . of . interdiot . .on.
6 tenants;, of ; Garafadd, who  took forcible

L

 This is just the p%int; There
] are+ some’ shrewd. calcitlators ' who imagine
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have no forther dealings with Mr. Alexsnder.
Macdonald, factor on the estate, About 12
crofters spoke at the meeting and it was
unaniniously resolved not to appoint any
delegates to confer with- the factor, but that,
if Mejor Fraser wished to come to terms with
them, he was to be asked to meet them him.
self, not:as individuals, but at a public meet-
ing, and thaton noaccount were they to hold,
any cenference with'the preseatfactor. Shounld
Major-Fraser meet with them ‘a9 asked, it
was resolved to hear his  proposals and
“deliberate upon ‘them at ‘s future meeting.
The speakers also declared that, through the
high reuts that have beén exacted from them
for o number of years, and the deprivation of
hill, pasture, the people were guite uuable to
pay, rent, and a resolution not to pay. rent this
term was unanimously rdopted. 'The meeting
was also addressed by the Rev. D. McCallum,
Waternish, Mr. Jobn McPherson, and Mr.’
Dudcan Cameron, of Coan, who was intro-
duced’ to the meetinyg as & candidate for the
representation of Inverness shire, which was
received with great cheering. :

The resolution to pay no rent a$ the pres-
ent term appears to be extending in Skye.
Following the example of the Glendale men,
the crofters of the Braes and Sconser vesolved
at a meeting on Satarday night to withhold
payment for both crofts and grazings until
Government legialates in their Dehalf.  Chief
Canstable Machardy returned to Inverncss on
Saturday with a numher of the force who
have been doing duty in the island, but there
is no indication of the contingents left at
Staflin, Uiz, and Glendale Leing withdrawn.
The work of tho expedition is considered to
have becn fulfilled, and it is presumed that
the marines will not remain for any length of
time.

WORK OF THE AFRICAN
SIONARIES:

The difficult but necessary task that has
been imposed on us, to come nnd solicit alms
from the generous peoyle of this country in
favor of the Societylof the African Mission
(Lyons), has decided us o offer to the publis
the translation from the French of the mag-
nificent work on ¢ Fetishism and Fetish-
Worshippers,” publisbed this year by an
African Missionary, Rev. R. P, Baudin, who
has had an experience of ( twelve yeurs
among -these wretched tribes. It also con-
tains a full accoimt of the missions confided
to the care of the above Society. This is &
most interesting study of the worship of
countless blacks: who inhabit equatorial
Afrida. . Their various rites and ceremenies,
including human sacrifices, even now prevail.
ing, are here fully described, and show the
reader how human nature is degraded, by
placing before him a striking contrast be-
tween Materialism and the worship of Ged.
No more interesting or instructive book can
be placed in the hands of a Christian, for it
not only treats of the inhabitants nnd their
customs, but olso speake of the trials and tri-
umphs of the Church on that distant shore,
where the European missionary finds a grave
in the short space of four or five years azd
very often less,

Moreover, this remarkable work has already
attracted the attention of the French clergy,
because of its connection with the doctrine of
the existence of God, in which respect it may
be considered as a corollary of the study of
Theology. Its value is still further enhanced
by a series of thirtcen faithfully executed
iliustrations, showing the different divini-
ties, their temples, adorers, humanp sacrifices,
‘etc. Itis offered to the public as & means
of niding these poor wissions, and many spic-
itual advantoges are promised to subscribers,
Christian chnrity requiring us to share with
our fellow-man the gonds which the liberality
of God has bestowed upon us, we trust that
“the prayers aud slms of the readers will come
o our assistance, and by procuring at least
‘one ccpy, enable us to carry on the work eo
nobly commenced by our saintly founder,
Mons. Marion de Bresillag, whose portrait
adorns the frontispiece of the book.

"This work neatly bound issold at $1.00 and

ALS-

this amount, and addressing
Rev. F. MEerRL1NI, or
.. Rev. W.J, CoNNAUGHTON,
Houss of the Immaculate Virgin,
Care of Rev. Father Drumgoole, Lafayette
" Placge, New York. .

Conditions of Admission to the Worlk of the
African Missions,

1, "Are “affilintes,” those who give $1.00. 2.
Are * protectors,” those who give annuslly
$1925,00. 3. Are * founders,” those who give
once $3,000. This sum constitutes a purs_e;"
for the * perpétual™ 'maintenance of a mis-
sionary in- the above Society.

(SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES TO ASSOCIATES: ;
1. A'masgs will bei celebrated at a privilog-
edlaltar every Friday of the, year by the Sup-
erior General of ,the Society, in . favor of the
benefactors. . .o o it

2. wenty, masses will,be annually cele-
brated foreach protector.. .- . . - .
vi~3,An dnnual of 363 magses; will be cele:
brated for each founder. .~ .. ..
Offerings will be received by the Mission-
‘aries at the’above address. 1 o.ov
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 THE:GREAT:DIPLOMATIST. '
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‘graveof the saintly Nano, | ..

‘Ordére ot religious . women founded by Miss

"FOUR REMARKABLE WOMEN.

Revivified the Roman Catholle

low they
T Church In Ercland,

RaTErPARNBAN, Dec. 22.—It is with ex-
treme reluctance that .l write to you on the
grievances.and .sufferings of Irishmen in their
own native country. Much more pleasant is
it to'tréat of the brave efforts the men and
‘women of . the present  generation are
making té lift themselves and their country.
out of the slough. of despondency to which
they seem -to be consigned by g0 many cen-
turies of*misrnle and oppression. That these
efforts “havy Deen not unly brave, but heroic
and sucéessful, I can gladly testify, Let.the
facts ret” forth in this letter, though only a
few cnlled, nlmost ut hazard, from a multitude,
enable Atnericun resders to say whether or not
during the last century, as well as in the last
years, there has been a brave battle fonght to
improve tho xocial condition of this old
Celtic land. Travelers from Europe to the
United States who wish to judge soundly of
the social prozsress made in our republic with-
in a given period should study the condition
of our public instizuticns both at the begin-
ning and at the close nf such period.
For public iustitutions are both the outcome
and the sources of national life. They grow
out of thelife nnd habits of a people, and
they are the very well-springs of public life
and virtne

Since 1 caine to the capitnl city of Ireland,
and- have been led to stuily closoly her pust
history and present condition, my wander
and admiration have steadily incrensed by the
marvollous chunge which has tuken place
from the year 1781 to the present yeur of
grace, 1884, 1 must be understood as speak-
ing of Catholicism alone. The comparison is
in favor of Ireland., The Church proscribed,
persecuted, laboring under manifold legal and
socinl disabilities, has grown [rom within and
by virtue of her own vital energy.

I have been visitiog some of these great
female cstablishments of education and char-
ity, which may De in all truth styled the nur-
series of the na.onal life in Ircland, if your
Protestant renders will concede to me that
the religion of the immense majority of Irish-
men in the past and of the great majority of
themat presentisthe Catholicreligion. Forthat
faith, since 1534 down to the present day, the
pation has battled and suffered. This faith Las
been the sustaining, the energizing principle
in their sonls all through a struggle unparal-
lIeled in history. The soul of the nation to-
day, in ita literature and its institutions,
only breathes freely and fully, and manifests
itself in all its native vigor, when it combinea
the expression of Catholic faith and sentiment
with the love of the old land, the sacred tra-
ditions of thepast, and the irrepressible aspi-
ratins toward o free national existence.

I visited in Dublin the houses of the Irish
Sisters of Charity, and here at Rathfarnham
the great mother-house of the Sisters of the
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Muary, better
known as the Nuns of Loretto, a houss which
also stands foremost in all Ircland as a female
seminary ; and, while at Cork, I ngain and
again visited the South I’resentation Convent,
together with the far-famed Ursuline Aca-
demy at Blackrock, both the ereation of Nano
Nagle. This heroic and saintly Irish maiden
wus o native of Cork, n near relutive hoth of
Edmund Burke and Father Muathew. She
died in her 56th year, April 26, 1784, and was
the first who dared in her own bative city to
apen & school for the children of the Catholic
poor, braving all the terrors of the penal laws.
She died prematurely, worn out by her chari-
table labors. It has been my privilege to kuneel
at her grave and to examine carefully every
part of the lowly house where sne first dwelt
with her companions. InJanuary, 1787, was
born, in that same city of Cork, Mary Aiken-
head, who was destined to De the fouudress
of the Irish Sisters of Charity, n religious
order different in everything Dut in name
from the Vincentiun Sisters, who acknow-
ledged Vincent of Panl as their pavent. In
Janunry, 1794, was Dborn_in Dublin TFrances
Ball, the parent of the Irish branch of the
Loretto nuns. _Catherine McAuley, the great
mother of the Irish Sisters of Mercy, was also
bern in Dublin, on September 17, 1787.

T here unite the names of four of the nob-
lest woraen ‘ever born in any land, all belong-
ing by their birth to the eighteenth century,
but whose labors have contributed more per-
haps than those of any three men their con-
temporuries to prepare and secure for Ireland
the plorious, intellectual and moral spring-
tide, the very sight of which fills my soul
with unspéakable joy and hope. The three
last named wore born almost within a decade.
of the death of Honoria, or Nano Nagle; Mary
Aikenhead, the grandest and niost attractive
‘figure of them all, springing, like a flower of
exquisite lovelineas and fragrance, from the

“YWhen I inform the ready that of the two.
Nagle, the Ursulines count four houses in

Ireland apd the,Presentation nuns fifty-two ;

that'the’ Sisters of Charity have 'twenty-two
‘houises, the Lorotto nuns fifteen, besides
‘yaven ‘in. . .Canads, . and . that the Sisters.-of
Mercy county ninety-eight establishments ‘in.
the'Green Tgle,.fome iden may be formed +of

‘| ‘the ‘extent j of :their.labors aund of their decp’
and fap:repching influence, through edueation’
and’ icharity, on. the life of the
Irish,} nation. I have -said *‘some
idéa,”"ifor, in truth, unless I could take thei,
ren?d'gi';- With me into-some one of the great’

‘eatablishments directed and created by those
‘1adies;t and -examing’ jn"detail the' various'
1aborsita*which  their zeal, extends, it would

"be ‘impossible to estimaté the amount of work
-thev do; fthe thoroughhess with which they
“do it} th mirable tralning. all'their mem:’
hetd b  undergo,’ abd the success with’

which théfr devoted zeal.is Dlessed. - L
The studies‘of I¢elandic.nature and history:
fenablea.us'ta “have' in- the. physical world'a:
“spectacle anslogonsta shat 'which  shasocial
Yand; poittical! world yin*Irelsnd : offered"'t

sCatholiot Iriskimen! in1784¢ The)aspect of
Toalandiat'the end-of hor ‘long Arctic'winter,
Srheiittha melting snows and . ice'‘deligs e

| voured its ‘genctations of Catholic children.

has now twelve -ateamers, - havin

| hé said that the. Government was,x}ieryefﬁn%;
[) "

as encouraging a sight to the husbandman ns \

wis in Ireland in 1784 and for more than a de-
cade afterward the prospect of sceing any-
thing Catholic spring.up.and come to ma-
turity on a. land which had for centuries de-

In Iceland the shepherd is free in apringtide
to lead forth and pasture his flocks as he may ;
the husbandman is free to trust his seed to the
ungrateful soil, andtrust forits ripeningtothe
uncertain Summer sun.” But in Ireland, all
through the eighteenith century, neither. waa,
the, Catholic. pastor fres o tend his Bock, nor
the Catholic teacher fres to open his achool,
por Cutholic paréents to eend their children to
him. Why recall the fact that tho unrepenled
penal laws threatened the performanceof the
most Bucred functions of the priesthood, or
the discharge of the schoolmaster’s or the
professors duties, with the punishments due
to felony ?

When in 1777 Neno Nagle first ventured to
gather around her the children of the Catholic
peor of Cork, she did it with great secrecy,
and not a little fear of the consequences to
the children and their parents, if not to her-
gelf and her fumily. And when she
established the three first Ursalines in their
madest abode, she did eo knowing that the
lnw was hanging over her head like the
sword of Damocles. It was for the
Mayor of the city aund the Town Councillors
fine, imprisonment, and the loss of civil
rights not to denounce herself.and her com-
penions.  But God watched over them. :

In Dublin, benenth the shadow of the
Castle and the terrible Irish Star Chamber,
no Catholic house of prayer, charity, or edu-
cation dared to show its hend. Later, when
intolerance slumbered and policy winked at
the presence there of the priest, the school
and the asylum for the sick, Dleth
the Chureh and the schoolhonse hid
themselves away in obscure corners,
and in  damp cellars, in out-ol-the-
way places, ond amid hali-rained houses and
the haunts of the laboring or cutcast poer.
More than one Catholic institution has arisen
prosperous and stately on the sites of these
lowly sanctuaries—the cntacombs of the
Churchin Dublin.—Beryanrp O'Reriy, DD,
in the New York Sun-

MR, CLEVELAND SPEAKS,

A STATESMANLIKE LETTER ON THE CIVIL
SERVICE QUESTION.

New Yorg, Dec. 29.—Cleveland hns
written a letter to the executive committee of
the Naticnal Civil Service Reform Leaguo, in
which hoaays : ** That practical reform in
the civil service is demsnded is abundantly
established by the fact that u stagutc to secure
such result hns been passed in congress with
the assent of Doth political parties and by the
further fact that a sentiment is gencrally pre-
valent among patriotic people culling for a
fair and honest enforcement of the law which
has been thus enawcted. I regard myself
pl¢dged to this, Lecause my conception of
true democratic faith and public duty requires
that this and all other statutes should be in
good faith and withont evasion cnforced, and
hecause in many utterances made prior to my
election as Prosident, approved by the party
to which { helong, and which T have no dis-
pasition to disclaim, I have in effect promised
the people that this should be done. If T
were addressing none but party friends, I
should deem it entirely proper to remind them
that, thongh the coming administration is to
be democratic, & due regard for the people’s
interest does not permit faithful party work
to be always rewsrded by appointment to
office, and to say to them that while demo-
crats may expect all proper consideration, se-
lections for office not embraced within the
civil service rules will be based upen suffici-
ent unqluiry as to fitness instituted by those
charged with that duty, rather than upon
pemsistent importunity or self-solicitod re-
commendations on Dehalf of candidates for
appointment.”

CHRISTMAS IN KHARTOUM.

Loxpow, Dec. 27,—Although Gen. Gordon |

will not have the pleasure of eating his Christ-
mas dinner with Lord Wolseley, it is a matter
of congratulation that the General will have
something to cat. The latest reports from
Khartoum show that the plucky General liag
captured & considerable quantity of grain by
his steamers, and now frequently reccives
supplies from the villoges along the eastern
bank of the Nile. A messenger who has
just arrived at Korti from Khartoum says
that the rosds mre 8o closely watched by
tribes friendly to the Mahdi that it isjnimost
imposeible to keep open communication, and
this accounts for the recent scarcity of news,
The messenger says Khartoum is provisioned
for ot least two months, probably much long-.
er. The Gencral has destroyed the greater
part of the city as indefensible, and has ¢n-
closed the remainder by o fort, where he: has'
built & high watch tower. ~General Gordon

repaired:
.some of- the old ones, nnd he ' is also' making
his own powder, so that'the chances of his’
holding out until such time as-Lord Wolseley

reaches him sre very good.

RITISH SAIORS INTO BUM"
UBAILIFES, ”
Lonpox;Dec, - 23;~Thé news from 'the
‘Hebrides is again very disquicting. . The
‘crofters on'the Duke of Argyle’s’property,in
Tiree, one of the inner Hebrides, have. seized
thiee; farms, which. they refuse to.vacate, and
the Government” has ordered & gunboat:te:
procied to;:the;island :to-assist the local au-:
“thorities insmaking .evictions. In:-conversa-:

TURNING:8

*tion to-night with.a' prominent : Home! Ruler,

the use of the navy it miking the'captains’o

CABLE NEWS.

‘Sclected from the Dospatches of the Week,

LoLgNn(;lN,sDeo. 27.-—’1‘:1: Catholic Union of
ndon have arran givea ¢t banquet
ta Lord Ripon, ex-ﬁeny of Im, onqt.he
10th of February next, after hLis retarn from
the Orient. . .. . :
Loxpox, Dec.. 27.—The Government'’s
urgent order to Portamouth to hold all avail-
able men .of the .southera-division of the
Royal Artillery in readiness to go to Gib-
roltar is censidered significant, It-ls regarded
28 a hint to the Continental powers that Eng-
land will be prepared to defemd her course in
Egypt. Buteso conp it falls far short of
that of the late Lord Beaconsfield, who, with-
out announcing his intentions, had six- thou-
sand Ghoorkas and other Indiam troops at
Malta. Thisis not the first time Mr. Glad-
stone has followed the suit of his great poli-'
tical rival, but it unfortunately
his card is invarianbly o poor one. &

Lospox, Dec. 27.~Lord Randolph Church® -
ill, who suflers from the result of the gevere
strain that he submitted himsell to prior-to
the lust session of Purliament, and who is
threntened with n collapse of niervous cnergy, '
has started fora tour in India, ahere it ia’
hoped his Lordship will not only completely
recover his health, but also gain much valvy
able information nbout the Indian gppire av .
a time when such information is :%pccial ‘
vialue. Before his departure n complite re-
conciliation tock place between Lord Churchilt
snd the Right Hon, Joreph Chumberlnin, wnd
the peaco was senled by a very hearty Eng-.
lish shaking of hands.

loxpox, Dec. 27.—The Saturday Review
publishes an article on Michael Davitt'a
“Lectures Addressed toa Solitary Audienco,”
‘Lhe latter pays a tribute to Davitt's honesty
and says it is execedingly diflicult to forecast
his future, as to whether it will be that of o
great dreamer or & great leader, closins *—
t feis tho most popular Irishiman . .mg.
He is the ideal horo of millions of Irish peo-
ple, and may yet lend the Irish party and
oust Mr, Parnell from the post of power he
now holds. After that, who can tell?. Mr,
Davitt may die prematurely of consumption
or lic may dic on a barricade,” )

Loxnox, Dee, 27.—Towon T'all, the scurril-
ous sheet prosecuted & yoar or twe ago for
libelling Mrs. Cornwallis West, is likely to
got into trouble again for en article entitled
“ Wiy the Dean of Hereford Fscaped.”
Rumor also says that Mr. Gladstenc intends
to prosecute St Stephen’s Heview because of
its luat cartoon, a picturo powerfully done,
showing the G. O. M. usa grave diggor at
work in o cemctory in the ghastly moonlight.
The grave he is digging is marked ** For
Gordon,” Tombstones nround are mnrked
“ Cavendish,” *Stewart,” * Burke” and
various Irish eriminala.

Loxnon, Dec. 27.—Cardinal Manning

preached a Christimus sermon at the IKensing-
ton pro-Cathedrnal yesterday, Leginning W'lt%l
an nrpcal for charity. He continued at
length on the unendowed character of the
Cutholic Church, for which he was thank{ul,
Rich &)riesthood, he said, brought with it
relaxed zeal, fidelity and humility of both
clorgy and laity.
The Russian (fovernment has closed num-
erous Catholic convents managed by Sisters
of Charity in Russian Poland, Lecnuse they
favored Polish patients aud tried to make
proselytes.

Dunuvaw, Dee, 27.—The Dritish flag has
been hoisted in 8t. Lucia, snd tho Governor
of Cape Colony has asked the home govern-
ment to approve the raising cf the flag,

Loxnpox, Dee. 29.—To-day is Glndstone’s
75th birthduy. Tho occasien is being cele-
brated with great festivity at Hawasardan,
Birthday greetings reach Gladstone from all
parte of the Ewmpire. The Prince of Wales
hns sent cordiul congratulations. Many liberal
bodies have presented the ** grand old man”
with addresses, expressive of continued confi-
dence and profound ndmiration. Newspapers
without distinction of party devote leading
articles to eulogies of the great statesman,

Loxnox, Dec. 28.—The demonstration
at Belfast to-night passed off in an orderly
manner. A Catholic priest presided. Ileso-
lutions were adopted in favor of an Irleh
parliament, expressing confidence in the lrish
patlinmentary party and the leadership of
Mr. ‘Parnell, and: a fixed resolve te support
thoe party to the utmost, declaring that lind
purcelled ont to pecuniary hirelings and pen-
sioners ag & roward for acts of cruelty muas$
bo restored to its cultivutors, that England
must provide compensation for ber pensioners
and that it is the duty of all lovers of their
country to insist upon foir cPlay in regard to
the redistribution bill. Addrosses were made -
by- Messrs. Bigeer, O’Connor and O'Brien,
members of Parlinment, who spoke hopefully
+of the future of the Ivish.ﬁa.rt LY

BerLiN, - Dee.. 29.—The North . German
‘Gazelte, replying to a recent artiolein the
Lotdon’ Daily Necws, .on. the decision - of the,
power to ignore the proposals of England re-.

“u

this ddcision to the attitude of Bismarck, says

settlement - of tho Egyptian question,.. Each .

.].of the ‘powers is obliged to consider whether

the ‘ncceptance of the..English - proposals.
would jeopardize its relations with the others.
‘1f England and France come touw sgrec-
‘ment on the subject,-the- agreement of the
other- powers will be  easily . obtaindd.
they havibg leas intdrest ic Egypt te concern
them. - In ' the event of ‘the failure of the
English proposals’it i to’ England’s|,

‘to -induce Germany to hé
‘and: bring'their
duce France to sceépt them. ' Germany is
much'interested in rotaining’ the "good will of
Frante to snateh’:the * Anglo-Egyptian~chest-

;Fte'df';imlu'é to England’s good: will ‘to waxton-
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