THE LADIES JOURINATI.

BEAUTIFUL GARDEN OF GRASS,

(From The New York Sun.)

Three miles from the pretty Connecticut
town of South Manchester is the farm of
James B. Olcott, who is becoming famous
for his ideas about grass. It seems strange
that while poets have sung ordinary people
have admired grass for 80 many centurics,
hers yet have heen so few definito ideas
about it, It mightalimost be said that %mss
culture was unknown until James B. Olcott
began to have practical ideas about it and
put theso practical idess into demonstra-
tion.

Mr. Olcott is o slender man with an iron-
grey beard and the eyes of an enthusiast.
His house, which is quaintly and beautiful-
ly furnished, is a reflection of the peculiar
cast of his mind. Fora good many years
now Mr. Olcott has had but two objects in
life—to cultivate grass_and to make other
people cultivate it. He has toiled early
and late, he has written pamphlets, he has
crosted seas and rivers, all for the sake of
grass culture.

Every one has observed lawns und parks,
has noticed the heauty of color, the striking
effects of carefully mowed and weeded plots
of grass, has enjoyed the softness and cool-
ness of such well-kept plots, And yet no
one who has not seen Mr. Olcott’s grass
garden can realise how imperfect, how
ecrude, how poor the best lawns arein com-
parison with what they might be. Itis the
might be that is Mr. Olcott’s purpose.

The other day o reporter visited Mr.
Olcott and walked for many hours through
his grass gerden and listencd to what he had
to say for

HIS GRASSES AND HIS IDEA,

Mr. Olcott began at the heginning and
built up his theory systématically. ** A
good many people,” said he, '* do not real-
ise, to begia with, that turf or sod is not a
natural product. You do not find it in
nature. ‘I'ake our own prairics for instance.
When the great herds of buffalo roamed
over them, there was no turf. The grass
grew wild and thin here, thick there. The
buflalo moved north in swinmerand south in
winter. Just as soon as men came and put
herds of cattle on this grass it disappeaved.
It had no foundation.

““Turf is the product of herds of catile,
sheep and horses. It takes constant gnaw-
ing in the same placeand coustaat tramp-
ing to beat the rootstogeticr into a turf.
Wherever there have been herds and pas-
tures, there turf has formed.

¢ And now, strange though it may seem
while this turf has been cultivated in muny
ways and has bren used in 4l sorts of orna-
mentations, there has been no real science
applicd toit. We have bad flower gardening
and landscape gardening, but no grass
gardening to speak of, important part of
landscape gardening thongh it is.

“Take uwny lawn or green sward any-
where, I care not how carcfully it may have
been laid out, and examine it closely. You
will fnd in every square fuot u dozen
ditferent. kinds of grass represenied, with
weeds of all sorts thrown in. And you will
find that the turf is not thick and homogenc-
ous but is really thin and made up of all
sorts of odds and ¢nds. You would think
that any rardener would see that this was
all wrongand ought to be remedied. For
these different kinds of grasses are of
different shades of green and even of different
colors. Sume of themn will mingleinto a dense
sod, others will not, and thus interfere with
the homcgencousness of the whole. The
weeds have no business there at all. Then,
too some of Lhese grasses will stand frequent
mowing, while others require more careful
handling. Yet none of these things seem to
have occurred vo the gardenais who try to

MAKE LAWNS AND PARKS BEAUTIFOL.

*“And, again, ifyou take your different
kinds of grasses to the botanists you will
be surprised how little they will be able to
tell you. They cun distinguish most families
when the grasses are in bloom, which lawn
grass seldom is.  But when it comes Lo the
different species of the samme fumily observa-
tion has not been close and knowledge is
mengte and inaccurate.

“I'hen take this up from the farmer’s
standpoint. In is meadow or pasture he
will have all these grasses growing together
promiscuously. Somegrow close, dense, and
yicld many tons to the acre.  Others are
thin and poor and yield little.  Yet among
‘the farmers the groatest ixnorance prevails,
both as to the heaviness of grass and the
nutritive qualities of the ditlerent kinds.
How much labor is wasted, how much moro
is misdirected, or yields only small return.
I have even known farmers to grow acres of
worthless weed, cut it and harvest it, under

’

the iwmpression that they were growing

ol erass and were getting an extraordin-
ary.yield. Nothing worthy the name of
science has been applied to meadows or
pasture.

*These things show in outline the need
of grnes gardening. It ie to this need that
I have turned my attention for inany ycars
and within the last two yearsI think Lhave
done somecthing toward accomplishing my
purpose.”

Tothesouth of Mr. Oleott’s house lics the
acrg of ground which makes up his grass
gexden, in all probability the finest grass
gorden in the world. In five parallel rows,
extendiag the entire length of the field, are
plots of grass, each plot four feet square.
‘There are 250 plots in all, representingover

A BUNDRED DIFFERENT KINDY
of grass. Lach plot is soparated from its
neighbors by a narrow path of bare ground.
Thus cach grows and thrives by itself, with-
out any intermingling.

In each of these plots thereis to be found
oue kind of grass, andone only. Thereis not
merely a distinction of family, but of specics
as well, so that no matter how carefully you
may cxainine any one plot you will find that
it is uniformthroughout. This result wus ob-
tained Dby extraordinary precautions. If
you buy grass seed of a dealer you will find
when it grows that under the name on the
outside of the package a half dozen ora doz.
en diflerent kinds of grass are included, So
Mr. Olcott could not buy of dealers.

For the most part these plots were grewn
from shred of turf. Some of them came
{rom distant parts of this country, others
from other parts of the world.  Me. Qleoty
would take a bit of sod, tear it up into small
picces, only a few roots to a picee, and then
plant those that were absolutely alike inthe
same plot. In this way there was no mixing
of farilies or of species. For this planting
Mr. Oicott has u wooden frame four fect
square, with two parallel slats across it at
equal distances from thesides and cazh from
the other.  In these slats and in the sides of
the frame ave driven nails equal distances
apart, 25 points in all.  When this frame s
pressed down upon a plot 25 smatl holes are
made in the ground, and in each hole a seed
or & shred of turf is put. From these 235
centres of growth the sod forms and covers
the entire plot.

All this gives only a faint idex of the min-
ute care which Mr. Oleott takes to get the
best results.  And when the planting is
done the work isonly began. Weeds must be
kept out.  Other secds are constantly fall-
ing tospring up and spoil the work, and the
plants from these must be upreoted.  The
care of these 250 plots

TAKES ALL IS TIME

and all his knowledge of the small differ-
ences between grasses which mnay be of cn-
tively different kinds yet similur or the
same to the nnpractised eye.  Mr. Oleott
has a unique set of gardening tools of his
own invention, and with these he saves all
that labor of stooping and hand pulling
which is so prinful Lo doand even to watch
in the ordinary garden.

Although this garden was started only on
April 22,71800, the good results are appa-
rent, almost amasing, to onc unfamiliar
with grasses.  The points that most forciily
struck the reporter were the uniformity of
aolor and the wonderful thickness of “the
sods in those grasses which were intended
by nature for Jawns and green swards.

All New York is familiar with the beauti-
ful color of the grass in the Jawns in Cent-
ral Park. The reporter, looking at those
small plots in the Olcott garden, saw at ouc
that those lawns were macred by the thing
of which Mr. Olcott has spoken above. Fhe
mingling of diflerent shades of green is not
inharmonious, it is true. But the unifor-
mity of color, the exact unifornity, gives an
effect far moro beautiful. And then, too,
by using this systew, different stretches of
sward may be made each of a dilferent shade
of green.,

B all these grasses are not green. Some
are biue, some almost purple, some ushen
grey. In this, too, lies a chance for

UNDREAMED OF MARVELS

in landseape gardening. In the texture of
grasses there is o wide difference, asall who
have felt the rough skin of some ficld grasses
and the smooth skin of others know. For
a lawn the solt grasses aro of course the bet.
ter, the softest the beat. In these plots all
this was brought out clearly.

Mr. Olcott has made many obscrvations
as to the thickness with which differer.t
grasses will grow. He also has learned
much about what grasses will grow thicker
with frequent mowing, and what grasses
will not stand the close clipping of the
lawn mower. A lawn should be thick and
close cropped.  In these plots you may
study these points and grasp much.

Thero is one variety of grass—the sweet
vernal or anthroxanthum odoratum—which
gives that peculiar sweetness to the breezes
of the country. !t hasa strong, pure,sweet
odor, which comes from its long, silken
bloom. Many gardeners have tried to puv
this into lawns, and have wondered why no
odor ¢ver camne from it then. Mr. Oleott
could tell them that the sweet vernal will
not stand close cropping, and should, there-
fore, never be put into o lawn. Besides,
its color is notattractive,

Of there 230 plots these was u dozen at
least that were of ulmost equal attractive-
ness for lawns,  But of all the softest, the
thickest, and the best in color scemed to the
re{orter to be the festina, tenvifola with its
silken finencss and itslight green color. For
a queer lawn the festnca glauca, which is of
a silver grey and which makes a fine, thick
sod, would be very desivable.

‘Theve is a wide difference between differ-
ent kinds of grass in their durability. You
may have noticed o patch of grass all tatter-
ed und torm, in the midst of n roadway.
There was o reason why thay bit of grass
persisted while the rest wore away.  Mr
Oleott has experimented with several kinds
of grass, and has found several that will
pevsist in spite of wearand tear. fhey be-
long tn the agrostes family. If these grasses
waere planted in footways or ciariage drives
they wonld be a great improvement over
gravel or stone, and would at the saine time
always remnin fresl.

Of course turf is a comparatively new
thing in this country. But in Europe it is
old, as it began with the first pasture
grounls,

TILE TURE OF EXGLAND
has been nade famous Ly poets and writer
for centuries. But Mr. Oleott found the
sune crudeness and s in it as in ourown
on his recent trip there after new Kinds of
grass.

The Jonger a species of graxs has heen nsed
as a sod the better adapted it grows for that
purpose.  And Mr. Oleott. thought, and
rightly, that in those sods of ancient mak-
ing he would find new grasses that might be
brought here and enliivated.

He brought Lack with him from England
and from France some pieces of sod cut from
teef that was  hundreds of years old, and
perhaps in some cases thousands. These
picces he has not yet torn up into shreds
and separated  into species for  planting in
new plots.  But from the remarkable soli-
dity of theiv formation, their roots being
interwined in a wonderful way, he hopes to
get some results,

I'hie most interesting of these picces is a
bit of daisy - spangled sod. The picce is about
a fool square and there are at least halfa
hundred English daisies growing with their
small, delicate blooms and with white petals
tipped with pink. ‘These daisies are like our
dandelions in ardiness.  The lawun-mower
only makes them grow the more thickly.

My, Oleott intends ta experiment with
this daisy-strewn sod. If he has success
Centra) Park shonld have alawn of some
dak green grass with the sceds of these
inelish daisies planted in it For the effect
corianly is strikingly beautiful. America,
however, cantiot. hape Lo have sod cr}lmlliug
the Engiish in rvilliancy of eolor, because
the English fogs and frequent showers keep
the grass constantly refreshed as artificial
means zannot refresh it

At the present stage of grass gardening
none but o man of means conld afford the
time or the money necessary to gelting a
perfect Jawn. But the day is not far away
when the right kinds of sods may be had as
cheaply as the poor and crudekinds are now
sold. ‘Any one who has the time or the
money will find himself vewarded if he gets
a perteet lawn er grass plot about his honse.
As for the farmer’s side of this experiment,
the results are now there o benefit him in
larger yields and better yields awd hence
increased income—all withont any increase
of labor. Mr. Olcott is o man with ono idea,
but his idea is a new onc and « good one.

e ————

She wonldn’t tell 2 iie for the world
To the man who was all her own

But at least twenty times through the day
T'o Lim wonld this girl tel-a-phone.

The Pope, in order to provide against all
possible contingencies, has jnst concluded a
definitive will by which he beqneather all
his personal property to the Holy Sce.

Baanker 1t (11: 30 p. m.)—"* I can’y say I
like Spatts altogether.  Ho goes by fits and
starts.” Miss Blanche (with a little yawn)
— Well, 1 wouldn’t mind a man going by
fits if he did but start finally.”

* Apd what is the trouble ?” inquired the
young wife of the physician. * Well, 1
dou't think the case 15 really bad enough for
a season at the sensharve. I think a cure
might be effected by thejudiciousapplication
of suice Summer hat.”

Marries a Former King's Daughter.

King Rhama of the Bangwato, in B
chuanaland, is oue of the most noted rvlers
in Africa, both becuuse he rules a fairly
civilized people and has wide intuence, and
algo because he i a Christian who is most
consistent in following his adopted faith.
Many a time Khama has been urged to fo!
low the example of ather native rulers, and
take a large number of wives, He, however,
declared that such conduct was notin accord-
ance with Bille teaching, and ke lived for
many years happily with one wife, whose
name was Mabesi, and who had great in-
fluence among her people. She, like ler
husband, was a Christian, though she grew
up to womanhood surrounded by all the in-
fluences of heatheniem. In talking with
her country women, she always profoundly
impressed them by calling their atication
again and again o the fact that Christianity
improves the position ot the women,

About two years ago ihis good woman
died, and on Uct. 9, last year, Khama was
married again, though his 30,000 subjeets,
who live in his big own of Palapye, did
not know of his coming marriage uutil the
day before the ceremony was performesl.
A few months carlier his son, Sekhoma,
had been married with o great deat
of ccremony, but th: Kings own
marviage was a very simple affair. e
desived to malie it as private as possible,
without noise anyl without notice. His fivst
wife had been dead about a year when
Khama's counsellors urged  hitn to tuke an-
other wife.  His ehoice finally fell upon the
widow of ane of King Sechele's sons, herself
the daughter of & native king. Shealso iz
a Christian.  Khama did not take his peo-
ple into nis confidence until the lady who
was to be his wife, arrved at Palapye.
The next day they were married, and the
day after he was attending to his usual pub.
lic duties in his yuniet active way.

As a statesman, there is no doubt that
Khama, has outstripped all other Africans.
He has abways valusb the inlluence of the
whites, and has enconraged white influences
in his country. e daes not permit strong
drink to enter his domain,  As an justance
of his great cnerny may be wentioned his
latest exploit in the vemoval of his great
town of Shoshong to a new site ubout seven-
ty-five miles northeast of his old abode.
Shoshong had grown more and more unsuit-
able as the sile of a city on aceonnt or the
searcity of water. Khawa finallv decided
to remove the entire people to the fertile and
well-watered lands in the nortbeast. He
selected a beautiful tract, with plenty of
timber, for the new home of his people, and
in Angust and September, 1389, he laid out
the new town. It covers about twenty
square miles, and the 30,000 people who
acknowledge Khama as their ruler, moved
toitalmostsimuitancously. Theoldownwas
then burned.  The name of the new town is
Palapye.  Although it was built so rapidly
it is a'substantial city. The people live in
comfortable, well built, red clay, thatched
cottages, in whose deorways each owner is
scen sitting in the cvening in peacce. The
mmense trees give abundant shade, ani
under the moie favorable circimsiances
Khama's people will certainly enjoy a gr
er prosperity than ever hefore,

—

Some Roses.

How many gleams of pink in the world!
‘The light of the dawn and the eve,

The life of a fleeting cloud,

The happy cheek of a girl,

The glow imprisoned in pearl !

And oh, the sweetness and the gladness
Melting, pouring, through the pinkucss
Roses’ petals hold for love !

Leaf on leaf folding over,

Or breaking bonds and bursting cover,
Rolling backward, Inscious, full;
Wrapping closest at tho centre.
Curving thence in buoyant whirl;
Tilting lightly at the edges.

Where the richness pales away.
Burning somehow through tho color,
Transfiguring and making fuller,
Shade of pink and hidden yellow.

Lives and glows, a light, a spirit,
Sesence subtle, whonce and whither ?
Mingling softly with this spirit,
Breathing out from form and texture
Of the roses’ every fold.

Wafted upward to the senses,

Como a fragranco and a rapture,

Scent of gardens, trace of heaven,

Sweet to wildness, dear, ecstatic.

—————— e

It is estimated that the amount of land
under cereal crop this year in Manitoba is
otre million three hundred and eleven thou-
sandacres, of which ninchundred and sixtece
thousand are in wheat,



