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SONG OF PEACE. .
BY ROBERT GILFILLAN. ~

Awake the song of peace—
Let nations join the strain ;
'The march of blned and powp of war
We will not have again !
:Let fruit-trees crown our ficlds,
« And flowers our valleys fir ;
‘And on our mountain stceps—the songs
- Of heppy swains be there !

:Our maidens shalj rejolce,
Anidl bid the timbrel sound ;

Soft dreams no mors shal! broken be
With druma parading round.

Nou tears for Jovers slain. . . -
From lovely eyes shall full ;-

But music and the dance shall come
In haleyon joy to all !

‘The rider and his steed,
Thelr path-of fame s o'er ;

“The trumpet and the truinpeter
Shall squadrons rouse no more !

No frelds of vict’ry won

.. With blade and battle-brand !

A nobler triumph shal) be ours—
A bright and happy Jand ! ‘

“Too long the man of Dlond
Hath ruled without controt ;

Nor widows’ tears, nor orphans' sighs,
Could touch hls iron soul !

But, lo! the mighty’s frllen—
And from his lofty brow

The chaplet fudes that circled there—
Where are his trophies now ?

Look ta the countless graves,
Whero sleep the thousands siain ¢
The moruing songs no more call forth
‘The stirring bands ugain !
The din, the strife is-past
Of foe with fulling foo—
Tho grassy leaves wave o'er their heads
And quiet they rest below !,

Sound lllgh the harp of sang,
And raise the joyous strain ; ;
Bat war'a rough'note bo it ne'er heard
To swell the chords agaiu.
. Tuc all its trappings past—
Vain pomp of bygone years—
. To ploughshares grind tho pointed swords,
To pruning-imoks the speurs !

Come, l'nnn, to brother man,
Come in the bond of peace; =

Then strife and war, with all their truin
Of darli'ning woc, shall cease,

Come with that spirit free, >
That art and science give ;

Como with the patient mind for trath,
Seck it and ye shall lve !

Then carth shall yicld her fruits—
The scasons forth shail bring,
And suinmer fair shell pour her sweets.
Into the Inp of spring !
While autumn, mellow, comes. .
With full and liberal hand,
And gludness then shall il erch heart
‘Fhrough all the happy land. ,
. Chambers' Journa!, No. 366.
OLD SCHOOLS.

BY PROI‘ES‘SOR ALDE;
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I prefor old things, that is, when I do ot fike new mmg-. bet-
+ter. For this reason I look with sorrow onibe gradual decline
of old fushioned schools, and the rise of high, eclectic, collegiate,
and other schoals. Not but that intellectual linprovement is in
some cases promoted, for in thoso good o'd schools, that was the
lnst thing thought of, but I think the sum of juvenile happiness
13 diminished, and when is man happy il not in youth ?  Where
is the lawycr, congressman, editor, or preacher, who some twenty
years ago passed through the process of reading, writing, and
ciphering, that does not look bacl: to those as his happiest days—
days when the nocessity of comprehending things was unfelt,
when five hours per diem was tho ultimatum of restraint, and
when a goodly portion of that was spent in planning enterprises|.
for éxecution when the de' ightful stercotyped expression, *‘school’s
dismiss’d,”’ shou!d be uttered.

Who does not recollect his feats at reading, espacially after he
had arrived at a height and circamlerenco entitling himto a stand-
g with the first clags }

** Fiest elass read,” cries ont the pedngogue, oponing Scott’s
Lessons before him, and deliberately persevering in ruling the ink-
unsullied sheets, fated ere long, to bear the traces of uneurthly
characters. :

¢ First class read,™ and lo ! a simultanecus rush to the cpen
space diversified by a few intentional stumbles over the smaller!
scholars, whose improving employment was to sit upright on
baclgless beuches, and avoid whispering, or by a fartive

appro-|!

1t
’prmtlon of some ﬁaxen locks, or by an attempted elonnrauon~ of

‘some lnckless urchin’s ear, foilowpd by a solo attracting the’ at-
‘tention and elicting the enquiries of the master, ending in a threat
«of flogging next time. At length the line is.formed, and the
chnrge commences. The head boy, who, in order to secure tha
istation, has taken a place so near the fire that one side of his per-
'son is well nigh in a roasting state, begins at the top of his lungs,
'und hurries on that he may get through with his paragraph and
juse his book as a fender for the more sensitive parts of his frame.
He is about hal( through when some rogue ata distance of four
'or five below him gives a-side lurch to his neighbour, who not at

)on till the reader is shoved against the blazing forestick, und there
is a pause to adjust matters and find the place.

“¢* Read on,’’ cries the master, ** next read.”’

¢ (Giles hasn’t read-a verse,’? eries out half a dozen voices.

¢ Giles, why don’t you read on !’ .

Gilesat length gets through his verse, and forthwith turns to his
neighbour, and ina horrnble whisper, ¢* Darnation take you, if
you don’t get il when the boys go out.”’ :

‘¢ Giles don’t stand strnwht," eries out some ill-natured boy at
the foot of the class. Poor Giles had advanced in - front of the
'line in order to avoid. cnsp:na It was an excellent rule of the
ischool that each one should keep the place he took at first.

« Giles stand back in your place,”’ s says the inflexible magister.

biundered through. :

The time to take seats at length arrives, angd on their way Giles
f‘dls in the rear and adds to the momentum of his neighbour by
rhe application of his fuot its weight being increased by horse
.pam{a innumerable. :

¢ Giles’ been a kickin” me.”’

“ [a’n’t been a kickin’ him nother.”’

“ Who saw Giles kick Ben 2’

The parties were about equally divided in popularity, and amid
the cries of *¢Idid,"”” and I didn't,”’ the poor pedagogue found
‘ndn flicolt to discover the truth. At length, all was reconciled
and made plain by the testimony of one who cries out, ¢ Master,
I ses all how it was. Ben just kicked himself, and then tried to
lay it to Giles.”> This explanation seemed sotisﬂxclory to all par-
ties ; they laughed beartily and werc feft with an admonition to
‘behave themselves.

There is less incident in the reading of the second and third
'clusses, the first cluss ¢ tending to writen®' in the mean time.
Seribble, seribble it-goes, with occasional shouts of ‘ mend my
.pen,”” ‘¢ John’s joggling,” etc. lu about half an hour one makes
a discovery, and ciies, ** Master, my ink’s frozen,”’ and away he
Igoes to the fire to thaw it. Pleased with the warmth and con-
‘gpicuousness of his'station, he, with great composure, guffers his||8
mL to boil for another half hour.
for fear of the frown of his master, who has by this time complet-
,cd the copies of the day, and begins to look around, -he guards
hig face from the flaming embers with one hand, und seizes with
‘the other tlio inkstand, which is now at a temperatare equal to
'boiling water. |

< Gaol darn the inkstand,””
t‘iho young writer.

I« YWhat is that you said >’
| I said os how the inkstand is hot.”

¢ That is not what you said—come here, give me your haud P
crack, crack, crack goes the ferule. 'l‘here that was for, swear—
ing.””  Crack, “erack, cracl. m'uu, «That was I'or lymg ; 80 10
your seat.””

‘After this exploit there is sxlence for nearly half -za hour. At
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is the involuntary exclamation of
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{llength some urchin. breaks the monotony by a dexterous discharge

1’0[‘ a bullet of soaked and chewed paper, which _lﬂqu effection
'the nosc of one ‘of the opposite side of the house. This'is n sig-
nal to recommence operations. The whispering Becoxﬁes fouder ;!I,
.the complaints of ¢ crowdin®’ thicken ; till at Jast an open ex-
PIO.‘:IO’), it should seem, is provented. by on]y, ¢ boys may go
out,” bursting from the lips of the master. Books are closed,
/inkstands overturned, toes trodden upon, curses not foud but deep,
uttered ; at last, there is silence in the house and peace for the
imasler 3 for girls, for the most part, as evci-y pedsgogue will
jtestify, are a peaceable, quiet race. By and by the boys must
'comc i, and thenthere is a glorious time of crowding around the
Jire. At length tliere is o degree of quiet till some leng-necked
dellow is curious to know how it looks up chimney, and while
lmliin,g the position necessary to determine that important fact,
his neighbour gives him a tilt that brings the line of gravity with-
out the base, and to avoid falling on the now quiet embers, ha
;seizes on the coat of his neighbour, whena ‘¢ darn you, let go,”
and a jerk in the opposite direction, restores him to his perpen-
dicularity, and at the expense of the coat.

¢« Jim’s beew tearin® my coat.”

¢ Master, he tore 1t lumself I just took hold on him, and ke
twiched and tore it.’

t“ Tuke your seats, all of you,” thunders the magister.

Well, tiie girls in, and all scated, again the process of instrnc-
tion recommences. In the first case, the course. wus from the
eldest even unto the least, now the beginning is with the least, and

all unwilling, communicates the impulse to one above him, and so|

There is no alternative, he must toast till the last lazy boy has,

Not daring to delay longery

so working upwards to, the greatest, spelling only being substitat-
ed forreading in the first and second classes..

The yonnnest toddler comes to read :

* What is that > No answer.

“It’s A—say A

“ A—y,? says the toddler, lookigg at the four pomts of the
compass,.and 50 on to-the end. of the alphabet.

The rewmaining exercises are in considerable more order, for
when the command, * First class take. your places to spell,”
is uttered, the master is seated, or standing in full view, and there
is no opportunity for a repetition of the exploits of the morning.
By and by, the joyful sentence °* school’s dismiss’d,’’ is heard,
and then perfect happiness is lelt, if there is any such thing on =
earth. Now, as I said before, T grieve at the extinction of those
sehools, for it will be seen thot they were the very nurseries of |
happiness. It was there I acquired my irresistible propensity to
laugh at every thing save old age and religion, and there is no
esumatmcr the vnluc of such an acquisition. .

IfIthou«htlhere was any pait of the land safe ﬁom the so-
phisticating invasion of steamboats and railronds and newspapers.
and orators, I would retire thither'and establish a school on the
old plan, and thus live_over‘myhearly days. DBut the .age of chi-
valry is gone, and that of high-schools, nstitutes, and practicalities.
iscome. You can scarcely distingaish a schoolmaster now from
an ordinary man. ; '

~

ConTEMPORARY JuDeMENTS,—Contemporaries are tolera- -
ble judges of temporary merit, but often most erroneous  in their
estimate of luslmg fume. Burnet, you know, speaks of ¢« one
Prior ;** and Whitelotke of ** one Milton a blind man.”> Burnet
and Whitelocke were men of reputation themselves. But what
say you of lieath, the obscure chronicler of the civil wars ? He
< ong Milton, since stricken with blindness,”” wrote

says,
and composed *¢ an impudent book, culled

against Salmasius ;
Iconoclastes.”

Face-ParvtiNe.—Lady Coventry, the celebrated beauty,
killed herself with painting. She bedaubed hersell with white,
s0 as to alop the perspitalion. Lady Mary Wortley Montague
was more prudent : she went often into the hot bath, to scrupe
off the paint, which was almost as thick as plaster on a wall.

IIcro1ss oF A Peasant.—The following generous ‘,tctlon'
has always struck me extremely ; there.is somewhat event ofsub-
lime in it :—A great inundation having taken place in the horthof:
Italy, owing to an excessive fall of enow in the Alps,’ followed -
by a speedy thaw, the river Adige carried offa bridge neat Veroa
ng, except the middle part, on which was the honse of the toll-
gatherer, or porter, T forget wlnch, and who, with his’ whole
family, thus remained imprisoned by the waves, aad in’ momen-
tary danger of destruction. T'hey were discovered from the
banks, stretching forth their hands, screaming 'md imploring suc-
cour, while fragments of this remaining arch were contmual!y
dropping into thie water. In this extreme dnnger, a nobleman,
who was present, a Count of Pulverini, lield out 2 purse of one
hundred sequins, as a reward to any adventurer who would take
a boat, and deliver this unhappy family. DBut the risk was so

great of being borne down by the rapidity of the stream, of being
dushed againat the fragment of the bridge, or of being or ushed
by the falling stones, that not one, inthe vast number of ﬁpectators,
had courage enough to attempt such an exploit. A peasant, pass-
ing along, ‘was informed of the proposed reward. . Immediately

jimping into'a boat, he by strength of oars gained lhe middle of
the river, brought his boat under the pile, -ind the whole : family
safely descended by means of arope. ¢ Courage !’ cried he, -
 How you are safe.”? By astill more strenuous effort, and great
strength of arm, he brought the boat and family to shore. . ¢ Brave

fellow,” exclaimed the count, handing the purse {o him, ¢ here
is the promised recompensa.”’ ¢t 1 shall never expose my life fur
money,”’ answered the peasant. *“ My labour is a sufficient
livelihood, for myself, my wife, and children. Give the purse to

ithis poor family, who bave lostall.”’—Horuce Walpole,
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