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Observe, too, how often these principles
which are usually called inecorn, High Churoh.
manship, drop, as it were, incidently from the
pens of the sscred writers, professedly employ-
ed on other subjects : ‘How shall they preach
exocept they be sent?—'Let a man so acoount
of us, as of the Miniaters of Christ, sud Stewsrds
of the mysteries of God'—‘No man taketh this
honour to himself* bat he that is oalled of God,
a8 was Aaron.’ Is it possible for anyome to
road such places as these with & fair and clear
mind, and not to perceive that it is better and
more seriptural to have, than to want, Christ's
epecial commisaion for cenveying His word to
the people, and for consecrating and distribut~
ing the pledges of Hie holy Sacrifics, if such
commissions be any how attainable- -batter and
mors sdriptaral, if we oannot remove all donbt
at least to prefer that communion which can
make ont the best probabls title to such com-
maission ?

Why then should any man fear or hesitate
boldiy to assert the amthority of the bishops
and pastors of the Church on grounds striatly
soriptural and spiritaal, as bringing men nearest
to Corist onr Saviour, and conforming them
most exactly to His mind, indicated both by
His own ocondact, and by the words of His
Spirit in the Apostolic writings? Why should
we not seriously endeavor to impress our people
with this plain truth : that by separating them-
selvea from our communion, they separate
themselves not only from a decent, orderly,
nseful society, but from the CHURCH WHICH
HAS A RIGHT TO BE QUITE SURE THAT
SHE HAS THE LORD S BODY TO GIVE TO
HIS PEOPLE ?

Nor need any man be perplexed by the ques-
tion sure to be presented and oconfidentially
asked: ‘Do you then unchurch all the Preshy-
terians, all Christians who have no bishops ?
Ara they to be shat out of the covenant, not
withetanding all the fruits of Christian piety
which seem to have sprung up not scantily
among them ¢ Nay, we are not judging
others, but deciding on our own condnot, We
oannot communioate with the varions denomi~
nations, as neither oan we with Romsan Catho.
lics ; but we do not, therefore, exolade either
from salvation, ‘Necessary to Salvation,’' and
‘necessary to Chureh Communion’ are not to be
need as convertible terms, Neither do we
desire to pass sentence on other peraons of
other countries ; but we are not to shrink from
our deliberate views of truth and duty, beocause
difficulties may be raised about the cass of such
persons ; any more thun we should fear to
maintain the paramount necessity of Christian
belief, beonuse similar diffisulties may bs raised
about virtuous heathen, Jews, or Mshometans.
To us such questions ure abstract, not practical ;
and whether we can answer them or no, it is
our business to keep fast hold of the Churoh
Apostolical, whereof wo are actnal members ;
not merely on civil, or ecolesiastioal grounds,
but from real, personal love and reverence,
affectionate reverence tc oar Lord and only
Saviour, And let men seriously bear in mind
that it is one thing to slight and disparage this
holy Suncoession where it may be had, and
auother thing to acquiesce in the want of it,
where it is (if ¢ be anywhere} really unattain-
able,

Moreover, it is obvious {hat, among other
results of the primitive dootrine of the A postolic
Buooession, thoroughly consider-d and followed
up, it would make the relation of pastor and
parishoner far more engaging, as well as more
awfol, than it ie usually considered at present.
Look on your pastor as acting by mans com-
mission and you may respect the anthority by
which he acta ; you may venerate and love his
personal character, but it can hardly be called
a religious veneration ; there is nothing proper
ly sacred sbout him, Bat once learn to regard
him as ‘the deputy of Carist, for reducing man
to the obedience of Gud,’ and everything about
him becomes changed, everything stands in &

pew light. In public and in private, in ohurch) and possible repining, we ses that our nsefal

and at home, in consolation and in censure, and,
above all, in the administration of the Holy
Sacraments, a faithfol man naturally oonsiders,
‘By this Hiz me:senger Christis speaking to
me ; by his very being and place in  the worid
he is & perpetnal witness to the truths of the
sacred history, a perpstaal earnest of Commu.
nion with our Lord to those who come daly
prepared to His Table,’ In short, it must make
just all the difference in every part of a clergy-
man's duty, whether he do it, and be known to
do it, in that Faith of his commission from Christ,
oF 1o,

For the present, let the whole matter be
brought to this short issue, May it not be said,
both to clergy arnd laity: ‘Pat yourselves in
your children's place, in the place of the noxt
generation of believers, Consider in what way
they will desire you to have acted, supposing
them to value aright (as you must wish them)
the means of communion with Christ; and, as
they will then wish you to have acted now, 8o
aot in all matters affecting that ipestimable
privilege,”—Tract for the Times, No. I1I.

EASTER KVEN.

“* And they returned aud prepared spices and
ointments and rested the seventh day according
to the commandment " (8%, Luks xxiii., 56).

Sirely a sorrowful rest, and yot it was & rest.
Their Lord was dead, He whom they had so
faithfully followed and ser-ed, trusting that He
shonld deliver Israel, had been Himself deliv.
ered into the hands of His enemies and had
been by wicked hands crucifisd and slain with
every aggravation that malico snd oraelty oould
suggest. Buat all was over now. He could
suffer no more, By favor of the Roman gov.
ernor, His body had been given to His disciples,
who had laid it in the tomb with such hasty
observanoe as the time admitted. There was
gtill much to be done, however, hefore His
friends could feel that their Master was properly
shrouded for the grave, and for these last rites
the faithful women at once made due prepara-
tions,

Bat an obstacle was in the way—one not to
be removed, sinoe it was of God's own planting,
The next day was the Sabbath, on whioh no
work must be done. The commandment was
paramount even to their care for their friends,
sud they dared not set it aside. They rested
the Sabbath day. Doubtless their thonghts
went often to that new tomb as they reoalled
the words and aots of their Master, and perhaps
the thought ocourred to them that He who had
called Liszarus from a like death chamber after
he had been dead four days, might also break
the bonds of death for Himself. Hud He not
eaid that the Son of Man should rise on the
third day ? They had not understood the any-
ing &t the time, but I canuot bat think it muat
have come back to them on this Sabbath day
of waiting with a suggestion of a brighter day
to come. The very first hours of the next day
found these faithful souls at the sepulchre.
Their oares were no longer wanted, The Lord
was rised fliieed, His glorified bidy had no
need of their spioes and ointments,

Bat does anyone think these cares were
wasted ? No indeed, The perfame was as
sweet t0 Him for whom it was meant, and I
think, when He entered that house vhere the
disoiples were sssembled, His eyo may have
rested lovingly upon their unopened vases of
ointment,

It has happened to many a Charch worker to
lay out and perhaps begin upon a work for the
Liord whioh seemed moast nseinl and even nead.
tul, only to be stopped short by some of these
obstacles which we term provident al—by oar
own illness, perhaps; or that of a friend, by
some call to home gervice whioh nses up all
our time and strength ; and with deep regrer,

plan muost be abandoned or left to another, Or
—harder still—thers are those to whom we owe
cbediencs whe do not see as wo do and who
atand {n the way of accompliching that on
which our hearts have beon set —and 80 we find
our labor, as it seoms, thrown away.

Bat is it veslly thrown away ? By no means.
If onr plans have boen for our Lord's glory and
the goad of His Church, He will acoept them
as proofs of our love, aod though, liko the pats
of ointment, time or ocironmstances may have
made them impossible or useless, they are atill
fragrant aod aoceptable to Him, Not the
gmalleat effort ever mude for Him whom we
gerve was evar wasted or lost, though to men
it may remain forever unknown. * God is pot
unrighteous to forget work and labor that pro-
ceedeth of love, which Jove ye have shown for
His name's sake " (Heb, vi,, 10.)

ON READING AND PREACHING.

‘‘Grace is grace, despite all controversy.”

Controversy should be studiously avoided,
for it may be seriously quostioned whother any
permanent good is derived from pulpit contro-
versy. A olergyman in his pulpit is privileged,
and men ocannot, even if they would, roply to
him there. Hence the preacher who indulgos

in oontroversy very ason scquires an nnenvisble
reputattion, Countroversy doos not induoe to &

life of holinoss, and peace, and love, It gives
mon of the world opportunities of writing

bitter things ooncerning religion, and of vent-
ing their saroasm is such a way as—

‘Doth this man serve God 7’ ‘Why ask you ?
‘He speaks not like a man of God's making.’
‘It it be possible, a8 much as lieth in you, live
peacably with all men.’

Yet the clorgyman should be ready and able
to hold his own, He represonts a oause-—and a
cause that is constanuy being attacked, Itis
his part, therefore, to defend the cause, And
it is quite within the scope of these articles to
mention this matter, Iu preashing in gonoral,
or in defending the oitadel against tho attacks
of foes, the minister should constantly bear two
things in mind. First, those to whom ho
ministers, and those who differ from him, are
men ; and, eecondly, that he himeelf is also
human, Therefore, in dealing with cases of
resistance to the truth, a kind and sympathetic
manner and gontle bearing will be of the ntmoat
sorvice, There in no reason to lot go the hold
of manliness ; tho only nied is todisplay manli-
ness in tho best possible manner. Troe manli-
ness is of groat valne, “To have a persistency
without pertinacity, determination without
obstinacy, parpose which is never partisan,
and principle which i3 never prejudico; to
giseriminate without being antsgonistic; to
caoose without being unjust; to love without
hating—this isthe fuirness, this is the equipoige,
this ig the irinmph of the troo man.’

‘Speaking the truth in love,’ ‘The truth,
the whole truth, and nothing bai tho truth,’
but in love, That is the secret of Auccoss,

Musioal 8 eclness of voice, fluonay of spoech,
vast stores of knowledgo, groat power of word
painting—thess sre good intheir way, and
needful for a olergyman who wouid be eminent-
ly suocesfal, Battheso are not all, Like the
statae as it Jeaves the hands of the scalptor, be
it ever a0 good & representation of its subjoot,
it yot lacks one thing. It wanteth life ] So,
too, mast he who would bo snocessful in the
ministry be filled wilh the life given by the in-
dwelling of the Spirit of God. Otherwige, ho
may find that some brother whose speoch is
slow, whose wit has no sparkle, whose know-
ledge is very limited, whose tounes aro sonorous,
whose general aspeot is the reverse of charming
—yet whose life is one continnad aot of spnse~
oration to God—is far more sucoessful than
himgelf. And in the soul ofthe faithful clergy-



