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amaller salaries, groater economy in ail details,
these are suggested.

Then, varions devices, by which mon'. but.
dons are laid upon women and obildren ; by
whiah fairs and sales and "festivals" may sup
plement the offertory, and by which the willing
few toil for the sake of the unwilling many';
these supply a perilous resort at last.

Is there any remedy for these griefs and
woes and for all the shameful wrong te which
they testiy ?

Perhaps the first answer is this: Thère is
no remedy until Christian men shall come te
say, as the least which they eau say, whon
offerings are asked of them, I will not offer
" unto the Lord my God of that which doth
coat me notbing. 1 eau live in a cheap house,
and wear cheap clothes, but I will not have or
practice a oheap religion, in thought of iim
"who loved me, and gave himself for me."

Partial endowments may come by and by,
and they cannot ceme tee soon. Parish debte,
whicb are a source of weakness and misery,
may be forbidden, or at least discountenanced
Needless expenses, whieb only savor of delight
for man and which do not espeoially honor
God, may bé "ruled out." Yet when aIl alse
bas been don which prudence and wisdom
may suggest, this must be the axiom of practi-
cal Christianity: " My life in the Church of
God muat bo very costly, as my offering of
tim', thought, toil], and monoy unto the Lord
of the Churoh, unto that Lord whose I am and
wbom I serve."

It will be a grand stop in the right path
when Christian men shalt begin te lay asLide
God's part oftheir earnings before they arrange
their own expenses. It may bu as true of one's
substance, as of keeping aright the Lord's
day,

The first fruits oft a blessing prove
Te ail the sheaves behind.

Ventures of faith are not too corn mon now;
but they wore a power in the story of carly
Christianity, and the found their expression
through accopting heartily the words of thé
Master who said, " It is more blessed te give
than te receive.- -Living Church

THE BIBLE: WHAT IS IT?

We have read, or huard Iately, several learned
as well as faithful expositions of The Bible:
What it Ia. A large field of grain bas bern
sifted, and muoh of the good grain stored safély,
while much of the evil érops of doubt and ig-
norance has been cast out. Yet in this sifting
process it is just possible that to much care
has been expended Pipou the more grain and
too little upon the sower. There are stili some
who retain the primitive faith that " ail Holy
Scripture is given by the inspiration of God,"
and thongh the worda Soripture, or Blble, may
meanu all scripture-all boks-yet wn Christ
commanded Hia Church to study the Seriptures,
as containing the lessons for eternal life, since
they testified of Him. He certainly roferred to
these Soriptures, accepted by the Jews as holy
inspirations from the Holy Ghost, in a sense
quite spart from the work of the Rabbis. What,
then, is the B ble ? It is the preserved books
accepted by the Church as inspired by the Holy
Ghost, i i., the books wero ail written by men
who were in personal communion w'th the
Roly Ghost, la a sense quite spart from the
ordinary life of men. Thus the Pentateuch, or
live books of Mosea, were written by ioses, if
perbaps we except the last chapter of Deutere-
nom>', whioh. la évidénth>' a mère ohituar>'
notice cf the groat prophefa last heure on earth,
and was most probably written under Divine
guidance by Bleazar, the high pries t and nephew
of Moses. The Book of Joshua may aise have
been written by Eleazar, the high priest, who
had witnesmed the scones described, and been
with his father Aaron on the Sacred Mount.

The bocks of Judges ad of ]Ruth are said to
have been written by the high prieat Samuel.
The remaining historicat books are evidently
the cbronDiles prêserved bv the Levites; who
were set spart for the work of saored Scribes.
The Psalms speak for thomselves; they are
ohiefly from the pes of the Levites engaged in
the service of the Temple as well as of the royal
Divinely-inspired Pealmiet and penitent who
bad seen se much of the loving-kindne.s of the
Lord. Also one sublime Psalm of Moses, the
man of God, beariug ail the impress of his ma.
jestic style, is preserved. The other books of the
Bible speak for themselves. To every book,
the name of the writer is appended ; yet ail are
united (with the exception of the merely his
torical cnes) by the same link.

"¶r'he vision of Isaiab the son of Amos"
(chap. i.); " The words of Jeremiah, . . .
Te whom the word of the Lord camue," Jer. i, 1,
2 ; "Now it came te pas. . . . The word
of the Lord came expressly tinte Ezekiel the
priest" (chap. i. 1 3); " In the first year ol
Belashazzr, King of Babylon, Daniel had a
dream and visions; then ho wrote the dream,"
Daniel vii. 1, viii. ; aise ix, 21. And this link
is carried on te the very last book of the Old
Testament, where it oulminates in " The burden
of the word of the Lord te Israel, by Malachi."
The New Testament opens with the same link.
The Incarnation is announced in its firat book,
where the link between the Old and New ims
preserved. " Thou shalt cail His name Jesus,
for lie shal save His people from their Bina,
Now aIl this was done that it might be fulfilled
which was ep. ken of the Lord by the prophet,"
St. Matthow i, 21 te the end. This Divine
link i even more openly displayed in the sub-
lime Gospel of St. John, where the eternal
unity of the Word of God is enforced: the
testimony of St. John the Baptist given to the
word which sent Him to announce the Advent
cf "fHim Who taketh away thé sins cf the
world." Nor does the ohain end oul, in the
last awful book of prophecy, the solemn ourse
is prononnced upon those who would sever this
link, or présume te suppose that any morély
human inspiration was te b. sent by thé Word
of the Lord reveaied te Ris servants, by the
accrdited manifestations Lf th e pl Ghoitf
tbe Lord suid Qiver ef Lifé, thé Spirit cf
Trnth, sud of Holiness, of Purity, and of Power.
Moses did not seek God,-he was singled out
for bis great work and power over thé ele-
mental forces granted to him. Samuel was also,
from early childhood, endowed with this awful
mysterions gift, and it i tc be noted that,
through ail the long ages, thi power has never
been bestowed but for some special purpose, in
day. of critical dangers or crying sin. The
Lord descended to sec if the reports He héard
of Sodom were true. He heard the cry of the
enslaved Rebrews in Egypt, and sent Moses.
By Daniel, h. prepared the way tr the restera
tion of the captives from Babylon, under
Nehémiah and Ezra, by preserving the faith of
their fathers; and keeping tbem in that bond of
united brother-hood which erabled even Ether
to save her people from extinction, when they
were subjects of the heathen monarcha. Wo are
warned all through oly Scripture te " beware
of false prophetse'

There were Jaunes and Jambres te oppose
Moses, the soothsayers to oppose Daniel, and
the priests of Baal and the priest of Bethel at
thé king's ahapel te oppose EIijah and Âmes,'
jet the Word of the Lord whiah flis Prophets
had spoken was fulfilled. And when the
Savieur of Men met with St. Paul near Damas-

nas and endowed him with the saered gift, it
was placing in hie hani that poer which b1as
indeed made him a éhostn veselr t bear the
Gospel of Salvation unto Gentiles and before
kings for 1800 years.

Those wbo learn from Christ, and are taught
by Him te b meek and lowly in heart, will
coon learn that, though the Spirit be given te
all, the Holy Ghost, Eternal and Immutable,

han for our learning recorded in the Bible the
lesons Of eternity as well as the léssons for this
lif., its consolations and its guidance.

Only by constant référence to the Word of
the Lord cau we "prove the spirits, wheth.r
they b. of God or not." It was thus that Satan
was overcome by our Saviour in the desert
of temptation, and the Prince of the Power of
the Air vanquisbed by the Word of the Lord.
-Famy Churchman

WHAT GIVBS EFFICACY TO PRAYER.

Prayer is the solomn présentation of a péti-
tion from the subjects te thoir sovereign, or the
simple plea of obildren te their father for
something that they orave. No man is mad
enough te wipe out ail the tenderness fron the
relation of human fatherhood, or te make light
of the great right of human petition, beosuse
children or subjects get aomething other than
they ask. One refua, or the gift of something
other than the thing craved, means merely that
the giver is wiser than wt or kinder than we
should be to ourselves,

Any other thought of prayer makes it a
needless unreality. For if we must get every-
thing we prsy for, thon we and not God be.
come the controllers of the world, and He is not
a giver, but a more roservoir, whose contents
we disahargo at will. It is mot often that God
makes se olear the answer and the reason of
the answer to man's prayer.

The Bishop of Bohoester states in a single
sentence in his lait charge: "[s God fate se
tbat we cannot move Him, or Will, seo that we
eau I" is like the hopeless alternative of the
truth of the rovolation, au St. Pater phrased it,
when ho dared to fýtoa thu hard sayings of the
Master; Lord, te whbcm shail we go ? Thou
hast the wordrof eternal lité." It is one thing
or the other, ignorance, unucertaint>y, doubt,
denial, darkness, despair; or hope, through
patieone and comfort of the Soriptures. And
se jt is one thing, or the other; tho hideous
fate of a Greek piay, and mati the sport of its
cruelty; or a personal God, the Author, not
only once fer ail, but the giver continuousy of
ail good gifts, the God who haroth prayer,
unto whom shall al finh come.

As Charles Kingsley wrote in a letter
roc-ently pablinhed: "I de not bolieve in the
existence of Law. Nothing existe but Will.
Ail physical laws and phenomuea arc but the
manifestations of that Willt-one orderly, ut.
terly wiwe, uttorly benevolent, . . . In
fim, the Father, I can trust, in spite of the

orrible things i sue, in spitu of the faut tbat
my prayers arc not answerud. I believe that
He makea ail things work together for the
good of the buman race, and of me among the
rest as long as 1 obsy His Will. I boheve that
He will answer my prayer, not according to
the letter, butnacording te thé spirit of it ; that
if £ desire good I shall find good, thougb not
the good tht I long for. And ' Law' and
'Nceasity' I look upon as pbantoms of my
own imagination, always ready te reappear,
but always certain, hkewise, to vanitsh again
before one sound blow of careful logie or
practical life." Meanwhile the witness appeals
beyond tangible evidence and beneath logical
proof, te the common impulses, the implanted
and irresistible intines of humanity, that it
recognizes in its necesaity the necessity of
praying.-Ohurch Standard.

Ir la almost always when things are ail
blocked up and impossible that a happening
comes. It has to. A deadlock cannot la-t any
more than a vaccum. If yo are sure you are
looking and ready, that la ail you need. God
i turning the world around ail the time.

To have wbat we want is riches, but to be
able te do without is power.
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