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Editorials.

AGRICULTURE AND BOTANY.

ROM the juxtaposition of the closing
part of Inspector Dearness’ article,
which has run through two preceding num-
bers, with that of Mr. Stevenson, some of
our readersmay get the impression that we
are giving an undue proportion of space
to topics connected with agricalture. We
may, therefore, explain that it is by acci-
dent that two articles, touching to some
extent on the same subject, appear side
by side. Nevertheless, we feel sure that
both will be read with interest and profit
by wide-awake teachers. There can be
no doubt, we think, that the subject of
agriculture, with related sciences, must
very soon have a much larger place in our
school programmes than has yet been
given to it. The information given in Mr.
Dearness’ paper, with regard to what is
being done in the way of agricultural
instruction in the schools of other coun-
tries, is suggestive in this direction.
Moreover, it is obviously highly desirable
that all teachers, especially all teachers in
rural schools, should be well informed on
such points, and should also have a good
practical knowledge of the scienceand art of
farming, if they would preserve the respect
of their pupils, and wield a healthful and
helpful influence in the right direction, by
arousing a deeper interest in the minds of

the children in what is, perhaps, the
noblest and most indispensable of .all in-
dustrial pursuits.

Mr. Stevenson’s article is, in many
respects, original and suggestive. 1t
abounds in hints that can hardly fail to
be of great value to the teacher who will
study them thoughtfully, and put them
into practice. The paper is a condensa-
tion of that read before the Science Sec-
tion of the Educational Association a few
weeks since. By the way, our apologies
are due to Mr. Stevenson for having
neglected to publish in a previous number
the following note, which explains itself:
To the Editor of THE EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL:

DEAR SiR,—In your excellent report of the re-
cent meetings of the Ontario Educational Associa-
tion, I observe an error of statement regarding the
paper I read on *“ A Wider Botany.” What I said
was not that botany, as a means of culture, was
superior to language and literature, but that it
ranked #ext to these subjects in that regard.

A. STEVENSON.
The High School, Arthur,

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF
VOCAL MUSIC.

E frankly confess that we do not
know enough about the subject
to feel qualified to express an opinion
upon the views put forward in the follow-
ing paragraph, which we clipped some
time ago from The Educational Excharge.
The ideas seem to us somewhat original,
and as if there might be ¢ something in
them.” At any rate they are worth think-
ing about, especially just now when the
proposal to give vocal music a place in
the programme of our Public Schools is
said to be under consideration :

The importance of vocal music in
school training has not been, in the past,
adequately appreciated. The want of
appreciation is largely due to the unsatis-
factory results secured by past efforts,
and this fact, in turn, may be attributed
to the manner in which instruction in
this subject has been conducted. Upon
the introduction of vocal music into the
school curriculum, one important fact has
been generally overlooked, namely, that
this subject should be taught for the same
general purpose and in the same manper
as any other subject in the course.
Usually it is set aside as a special topic
for special pupils, taught by a special
teacher. When it is decided to place
music on the programme of the school,
trustees and boards of education immedi-
ately begin to look around for a musician
to give the instruction. That is a fun-
damental mistake. They should look
first for a good teacher, and then let that
teacher have an opportunity of learning
vocal music, then it will be possible to
deal with this subject as with the other
subjects in the course. Within the past
few years, the experience of the large

Public Schools of the country has demon-
strated the superiority of the regular class
teacher to the average professional music
teacher in securing the best results in
vocal music instruction. The subject
should be taught, not simply for the pur-
pose of making musicians, it should be
taught for the same reason that arith-
metic, geometry, and Latin are taught.
Mental culture should be the principal
aim, and all other aims should be subor-
dinate and incidental. Vocal music is
peculiarly adapted for securing a com-
bination of the thought element and execu-
tive skill. No other study makes impera-
tive the time element in its relation to
thought as does vocal music. In mathe-
matics and Latin habits of thinking may
vary as to the time required, but, in vocal
music, tone perception and its expression
must be instantaneous and practically
simultaneous. The problems of life re-
quire for their solution the elements of
rapid thinking and prompt expression,
and by its very nature vocal music tends
to secure these desirable results. All
other aims secured by school instruction
1n music, such as the pleasure and satis-
faction derived by the pupil himself, or
given to others, and the disciplinary in-
fluence of this kind of training upon the
school, must be treated as incidental,
though desirable, results, while the chief
cbject in view must be the preparation of
the pupil by the mental discipline derived
for the practical activities of life.

INFORMATION WANTED.

T is not improbable that four or fivs of
our subscribers are thinking uncom-
plimentary thoughts about THE JoUrNAL,
through no fault of ours. It sometimes
happens that, in a moment of carelessness
or absent-mindedness, one will sit down
and write a business note to a newspaper
or firm, enclosing money for some pur-
pose, and then proceed to seal and mail
the same without signature or indication
of any kind which will enable the person
receiving it to discover the sender. We
have now on hand the following sums,
which have been received at different
periods within the last few months.
Some of them have already been once or
twice advertised in our columns, but with-
out effect :

In August, 1894, we received a note
dated from Thistleton, enclosing fifty
cents for certain books specified. No
signature,

In October, 1894, a lady called at the
office and ordered two books, for which
she paid, taking one of them with her,
and ordering the other to be sent to her.
As she left no address, we have, of course,
been unable to send the book or commu-
nicate with her.

In March, 1895, we received a note
dated at Peterboro, enclosing a sum of



