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| We]g&v'w];: number among our contributors
SOciety anés ers queens of song and queens of
divipe > 309, What is better still, queens Ly right

1€ g,
Whic, g:n(tlllSpensers of all the sweet boons with
Cig word € womanhood solaces humanity, gra-
thay S and acts of kindness, it is not often

€ a .
Queen 1 < favoured with a message from a real’

ho, ’ewftl_o Sits upon a real throne and receives
Which we fom real subjects. The message to
Con, ° would call attention as thus exceptional
om South-Eastern Europe, from that

i§
sholated fragment of i
t , 1T nt of the Latin race, which en-

. €S In .
tiop, 1's name—R oumania—the prized tradi-

bears w?tgzzcent to which the tongue of its people
ever fS. '_I‘he Queen of Roumania is not,
Comeg o OF Latin, but of Teutonic stock. She
My, in }? mighty race of rulers, who made their
¥ith the o World with the sword more often than
@ pe t?en. The line from which she is sprung
lge“el'atio aced back directly, from generation to
o u D, for fully eight centuries. Yet, in that
Stig oaUOn, the house of Wied produced no
Bifteq dar € worthy of the world’s esteem than the
Many 1?51’;“ of the philosophic Prince Her-
n Othia eth, Queen of Roumania. It has
) e s ge 0sf exalted lady to play several réles on
cl?'th o thought and action. Born on the

efly Nembt_er, 1843, she spent her early years
' 2 cuwied or Monrepos. Her love for
Pogy Soon manifested, history, mythology,

Y— a
ggarm 0?1}11 knowledge, in fact—having a constant
N ta a'nder. She learned languages, was taught

CQuaj other branches of sciences, became

Uain .
'ﬁ"d\v:iet?l With the great writers of the Father-
thﬁ),e her Some of them personally—and long
€ ary o [7th year had made her first essays in
hy enthugoes}e' Her devotion to that art and
ch evm_aStlc love of nature that accompanies
she 10}? may be inferred from the name by
s, “él ose to be known to the world of
ofnole 0 ma armen Sylva” is probably a familiar
it i 2, who do not know that the possessor

bro U s

h:°“ght 01 tqufeen, A New York firm has just

N hr D a tasteful volume of translations from

o ich (1 under the title of ““Songs of Toil,” in
geg €man and English occupy opposite

alllller, OCOI,I,tams “The Potter’s Song,” * The
« ,gwer’., 08" “The Fisherman,” “ The Glass-
Qlahe Stone he Le"tter-Carrier,” ““The Weaver,”
t tSs, Which ‘;“tte{, and other ditties of the same
Sy, he breadthu“)' Justify the title and bear witness
humpathy ", hand sincerity of the august author’s
wemblest fOrlt the lowliest walks of life and the
hers:,a“ ha s of labour. On another occasion

13 Or
N epanish
hay wausxte little volume, so tastefully ornate
et wi; hSO fair a promise. On opening it,
L"Ck roma an old, unforgotten friend. of our
Ra" ha,t,s p hce.  The book is a new edition ‘of
i, s,y 2M0Us collection of “ Ancient Spanish

'eda?i" etc-’\lilr]:afm Allen, R. A, David Roberts,
“ :_nk . 841a0t'1a rsplroduction of the revised
vop, Nekey - It belongs to a series called
Une, bocker Nuggets,” first because the

by CO LY

getf,)ciker MPosing it are printed at the “ Knick-
Met,; 5, defi PP
hu;‘:il-’ ];e?v as “a diminutive mass of precious
for g fo,, . WOuUld advise all our friends who are

T -
'I‘,avth‘es gg]d In the field of literature, to look
“p rels Ogg?ts. They include * Gulliver's
tery YS of Anc(’_'es ‘“Irish Melodies,” Macaulay’s

n lent Rome,” and other gems of let-

€5y or, ;

Table, '™ Which makes them more than ever
the  “Omp;

N bingy;
ludeart of le::ttelon of causes has tended to push
oy, eVerthf-Iertlng Into comparative desue-

eXte iseeSS, that it is still cultivated to
shown by the comparatively fre-

_Hon. A." H.. Paque
Elzear Pelletier (secretary), Montreal; and Dr.

a A
L V€ More to say of “Carmen Sylva” and °

Ballads,” is the title on the back .of -
. and "patriotic addr

Sol L e w
lig Wwo Onder whether the interior will fulfil, in -

) I M . . -
by s.Storical and Romantic,” with illustra- .
“terms, which the

" plause, to C

ress,”
» and secondly, because a “nug- .

quent occurrence of contemporary names in a
work just issued from the Knickerbocker Press,
under the comprehensive title of * British Letters
Illustrative of Character and Social Life.” The
editor, Mr. Edward T. Mason, is well known by
some previous works of the same kind, “ Personal
Traits of British Authors,” ‘* Humourous Master-
pieces,” etc.
Scoones prepared an interesting volume of selec-
tions, which was published under the title of
“Four Centuries of English Letters,” beginning
with the correspondence of the Paston family and
ending with that of Charles Kingsley.
Mason’s plan is different.

instance, in the first volume we find  Auto-

biographic Sketches,” “Glimpses of men and

women,” “The family”; in the second, “Man-
ners, customs and behaviour,” and * National

traits,” and in the third, “The Town,” “The

Country,” “ Whim and fancy,” and so on. Cer-

 tainly there is reading here for many a spare hour,

reading for all moods, didactic, gossipy, humour-
ous, moralizing, satirical, descriptive, calculated
both to please and to profit, but never to bore, for
one can drop his correspondent without offence
when he feels inclined. Moreover, there is a care-
fully compiled index, so that he can come upon
his favourites with the least possible trouble.
Altogether, it is a work to be grateful for, and we
thank Mr. Mason and his publishers for their gift.

“The Regulations of the Provincial Board of
Health for the Direction of Local Boards of Health

. of the Province of Quebec” is a booklet that every

citizen should carefully study. How much the
moral and intellectual well-being and progress of
a community depend upon its observance of sani-
tary laws it ought to be needless for us to insist.
There are some triths, however, which cannot be
too frequently or too earnestly impressed upon
people’s attention, and the appearance of this
publication reminds us that we have at least an
organization that will allow the public neither to
ignore nor to neglect one of its most important
duties. The Provincial Board of Health is com-
posed of Dr. E. Persillier-Lachapelle (President),
Montreal; .Dr. Remi F. Rinfret, Quebec; Mr.
Henry R. Gray, Montreal; Dr. C. E. Lemieux,
Quebec; Dr. J. B. Garneau; Ste. Anne de la
Pérade; Dr. R. L. MacDonnell, Montreal ; the
t, M.D., St. Cuthbert; Dr:

J.-A. Beaudry, Medical Inspector, Montreal. -

~ MR. CHARLES MAIR ON FRENCH
' - CANADA.

at portion of the speech of

The following is th

M. Charles Mair, the poet, at the banquet given

to Col. Irvine, in Prince Albert, N.W.T,, yvhich‘
specially refers to the F rench speaking section.of
our people. That portion of Mr. Mair's eloquent
ess-which dealt with the settle-

ment and character of the United Empire Loyal-

ists, and with the stand made by united French .
“and British Canada in resisting invasion, we re-

toast of “The Jand we .-

serve for another issue :

In responding to the toast o Jand
live in,” Mr. Mair, after referring in complimentary
' audience confirmed by its ap-
Sol. Irvine's long -connection with the
d the esteem in which he was univer-
sally held, said that the sentiment was not con-
fined to our present circumstances, but ran back
to the time when the foundations of our country
were laid by the energy, devotion and courage of
brave men and high-minded women. It is an
interesting fact, he said, that these foundations
were laid through national rivalries and racial
antagonisms, and were cemented, not only by con-
quest, but by defeat. Had France, for example,
been blessed in the middle of the last century by
a patriotic and energetic king ; had her destinies
not been controlled by abandoned women, and
her colonial empire not been traduced by sceptical
philosophers, the peace of Paris would, 1n all
likelihood, be a still unwritten treaty, and we,

Northwest, an

Some years ago Mr. W. Baptiste .

‘Mr.
Instead of arranging
_his material in chronological order, he classes it-
according to the subjects of which it treats. For. .

gentlemen, would not be here to-nj i
was the settlers of New France—th];g?;habf;:;: \
of the suppositional “ barren leagues of snow’s’
who, almost alone, understood and advocated th

true policy for France ; and who, though unable tg
control it, though plundered, and, finally, aban-
doned in their extremity by their mother c;)untr

yet fought for her to the bitter end, and on{’
ylelded when sesjstance was no longe’r possibley
This people is the primary constituent of OUI"

- Canddian nationality, allied with us i
_ing down of British. liberty upon it ooy

. sh. liber this continent ;
andz_thanks to the wisdom that lies in generosity’
and clemency, thanks to the winning power of

. justice and ef institutions based upon it, we have

1o our French Canadian fellow subjec -

people, he believed, as jealous for thé p;:sct:(r)v(i‘:i{)s
_of that liberty as the descendants of the British
people 1’ Canada themselves. That clemency
and generosity, as ‘history tells us, gentlemen, was
amply repaid -by the loyalty of the French C,ana‘
dians in the hour of ¢rial. " In the war of American
Independence every. effoit was made to detach
them from the British interest. They were alter-
nately flattered and threatened by American emis-

- saries ; yet, though their mother country was

actively co-operating with the American i
they, in the mass; remained x?rue atlg T}f:il;ge:gi
allegiance, and were the means of saving Canada
to the British crown. - -Mr. Mair said he referred
to those_matters because it had become the fashion
of certain annexation newspapers to rail at what
they chose to call “French aggression.” Com-
plaint is made that the French Canadians ar.
actually prolific and are'multiplying; that the'e
industrious habits are. telling again;t our owlr
people ; and it is even alleged as a sinister fal:
that they look to France with pride as the cradfe
of their race. Now, gentlemen, if there is aggres-
sion, let us meet it, not by whining and complaint
but in the proper spirit. Fertility and industr are
not vices ; they are virtues. Ietus not only e(};,ua]
’

_but strive to surpass, our French Canadian com-

patriots in reproductiveness, in indus i
that unity of sentiment which chara.ctetr?z,;: Itl}(ljer:)n
but waich does not, as yet, distinctly characterize
us. We shall then have nothing to fear from
aggression—we shall be able easily to cope with
it. Nor is thc_e aﬁ'ection of the French Canadian
for France objectionable.  If that affection i
crime, then it is a crime in him who now Z.da-
dresses you to think of Scotland with love, because

‘she 1s-the land of his forefathers; it is a crime

in some fﬁpngs‘near him to love Ireland, or Eng-
land, for- a similar reason. No, gentlemen, it is
b

- - an honour o the Freénch Canadian that he rever.
ences-France-—a-country which, with all her faults .
.and excesses, we of British- descent cannot help

but respect; a touttry which has wrung freedom

- from despotism many a time, and which has been
’

" is now, and, he hoped, would ever continue to be
’

one of the most illustrious nations in the world

VILLANELLE.

THE ICE CASTLE.

The castl,e gleams with silver snow,
New fall'n from Heaven or clouds it seems.
How bright its towers and turrets glow !

Like tale in childhood long ago,
Qr vision from the land of dreams,
The castle gleams with silver snow.

And gazing from the Square below,
From every Point a glory streams ;
How bright its towers and turrets glow !

No task to ramble to and fro
'Mnd frigid halls, young Baptiste deems ;
The castle gleams with silver snow, ’

And high o’er all where breezes blow
The chimes ring as the castle gleams.
How bright its towers and turrets glow !

But walls and towers shall les

: e ! lesser grow—
Soon fade those bright electric befms 3
The cast'le glgams with silver snow.
How bright its towers and turrets glow!

RoBT, STANLEY WEIR,



