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the heavy masses, severely tlied their.strengh:
and threatened their existende.: Onthe 2l§t'l§e‘

ale abated, and though driven back far into, anll
closely heset by the pack, they went to work to
repair the damages and prepare for new efforts.
Their condition was very helpless, and their vex-
ation the grealer as the last days were fast
shorteninz, and the season drawing o .a close.
They had, howcever, gone through the pack in a
direct line 450 miles, and were more south than
Cook or Bellinzhausen had been able- to reachin
more favourable seasons. At-length Febrnary 2,
they cleared the pack in lat. 6728 §., and long.
139 E., after an im!)risonment of 46 days in the
¢ thick riobed ice.” This was only tan days
eatlier than they had been obliged  to aban-
don their operations the year before; but still
they advanced to see what'could be done, They

ursued their course to the southward, along
Eie edye of ‘the pack, but it was found to trend
to the westward across their -course, which
obliged them to streteh further in that direction
than was wished ; and a continuance of violent
gales added more lo their difficulties. They
fought against every obstacle, and at midnight
on the 22 they had tae satisMotion to maké clié
great barrier, a- féw miles to the eastwacd of'the
spot whete their examination lzst year had cone
cluded.  This- enormous ass gradudlly dimi-1
nishes from its commencement at the foot of
Mount Erebus, where it is about 20 feet, to
150 feet at the eastern extreme, as far as could
be seen. At the point now reached it was
further diminished to 107 fect; and- broken inio
deep bays and low projections not-ahove from 50
to 70 feet high. Soundings in a bed of blue mul
were obtained at 290-fathomsy ‘which, together
with the strong appearance of land, gently rising
in.ridges lo the height of several huadred fect, at
the distance of 50 or 60 miles from the barrier,
Izaves little doubt of the existence of an exten-
sive counlry lo the southward, but so entirely
covered with- perpetual ice as to conceal every
conceivable feature of marked character {o esty-
blish its positise existence,

Tbe barrier was, with a strong breeze, traced
about 130 miles further eastward than inthe pre-
ceding year, but all beyond was fruitless. Capt.
Ross, thercfore, retraced his course, and where
he wis before prevented by the weatier and fogs,
oblained Lwo additional lines of magnetic deter-
minations at no great distance from the -pole, by
which its position can be still more easily ascer-
tained. The Antartic Circle was again repost,
and znother hazardous enterprise undertaken, in
these long dark nights, which confirm the opinion
regarding the non-existe:ce of the' sufpésed
focus of magetic force.  On the 12th of March,
in a heavy Dreeze, the slips were driven into
collision with an extensive chain of ice-bergs,
and tlie bowsprit, fore-lopmast, and some smaller
spars.of the Erebus were carried away and lost.
‘Che vesscly- were providentially preserved from
being dashed to preces ; and tfie coolness, promp-
titmle, and activity of*-their crews were never
miore energetically desplayed. A ‘direct :course
was held for Cope Horn, as far from the tracks
-of former navigators as possible; and in a heavy
gale James Angeley, oquartermaster, fell over-
oard and was drowned, the only casuzlty cu-
ring 136 days of arduons duly, and again with-
out one man on the sick list. Provisions were
supplied from Rio-de Janeira,.and the ships' were
-put in as complete .a condition to renew opera-
tions as the day they sailed from England.

THIRD DAY.

On the moming of December 17, 1842, the

. expedition sailed from the Falkland islands, and
on the 24th saw the first icebergs, when'nearly
in the latitude. of Clarence Island, and nex€’ day
.their progress was arrested by a rather solid
pack. . The 26th was spent in endeavouring to
find out a penetrable part, and t:ey were led to
stand along its edge to the westward, Capt. Ross
being persuaded that the great extent of open wa-
1cr found by our late worthy friend Captain Wed-

. dell, to the 74h degree of latitude, was produced
by the prevailing westerly winds driving the ice

* away from some extefisive shore, probably .the
eastern side of Graham Land, determined, if he
" ‘could, to get Told. of that coast, and penetrate to
" the southward and eastwird; betweer its shores
. and the:pack, and .thns-be boped.to arriveat the
open, :parl of: llie open sea -found by Weddell;

from which no discovery could be expdeted. On' Ross from his first year’s experimentsin its close
the 28th they-discoveredland extenyling S. to 8. vicinity. | .
W. by W.{ but .its shores lined with so c_xlra~| OB the 234 they: rounded the last extreme oi
traordinary an aceumulation of icebergs as o pre-; the pack and stood to the S. E., and crossed th-
vent all approach ncarer than three or four miles. | Antarctic Circle on the 1st of March, in long. 7;
They had, therefore, only to pass alonz anil ex-| W. From judicious considerations,” Capt. Ross

amine the ¢oast as they could. The whole land, now tricd to punetrate to the southward, in ths

with the exception of two doll projecting head!
lands near its north extreme, was found to be en-.
lirely covered with sndw orice, which descend-
ed from" the hight- of 2000 or 3000 fect into the
sea, where, broken by the violence of the wave
it formed perpendicular icy cliffs of from 20 (0 3
feet high, from which the bergs already memion-}
ed continually broke away and grounded in the;
shallow water. Belween them the whirlpools,
caused by a strong tide, was very troublesome ;
and several small islets, quite free from ice, ob-
served, extending to the south—eastward, from
the furthest visible point of the lan:l. A Jense
foz arose, and compelled the expadition to haul
off to the eastward, where they .soon met with
the western edge of the pack. On the evening
of the 30th they again clos#l the land, and steer-
ed -acrobs* a--deep gnlf for the extrem= paint;
but the pack was close aziinst its shore. and by
the 4th, in latitude 644 S., the ships were beset,
and' drifted rapidly back to the northwar). Next
dag-tliey were extricated, and finally succeeided
in landing on an island at the extreme of a decp
inlet on the south side of the gulf, of whick Capt.
Ross " took posgession in [ler Majosty’s pame.
This island is of veltanit orizin,'and though nol
morc than two miles in diameter, projocts a poe-
fectly formed crater to the hight of 3,500 feet
above the level of the sea. Itlies in lat, G;
12 S.,and louz. 56 49 W, A maganificent taulti-
lopged monntain o ‘the westward, riscs to the
hight of 7,000 feet, and the whole western shore
of this great gulf consists of mounlainous ranges
covered with everlasting snow. It was named
the Gulf of Erebus and Terror, is aboul 40 miles
between the capes, and nearly as many miles
accpe Exacjling the sonth pact, it was fall of
heary pack tce, and there were two spazes al
its deepdst”parts where no land could be disco-
vered, aml which probably communicate with
Bransfield Strait. [In the evening, the ice being
driven off the land, they rounded the south part
of the gulf, and coursed the land to the south-
westward between its shores and a chain of
grounded bergs two or three miles distant. Al
this portion was free from snow for 20 miles,
when they again came to perpendicular icy cliffs
descending from a snpw-covered mountain about
2,000.feet high. This was a complete barrier in
miniature, and ténded to confirm ‘Captain Ross’s
opinion thal an extensive continent exists to the
southward of the great barrier discovered in 1841,
extending to the east, 430 miles from Mount
Erebus. .

Ice, in ‘varivus forms,” beset ‘them for some
time, and observations were takei on thut which
was fixed. No doabt remained that the strait
before spoken of communicated with Bransfield
Strait, and probably with the Canal d’Orleans;
but it was so completely closed that nothing fur-
ther could be done to decide this ‘geographical
point. - The struggle with the ice continued to
the - 1st Febrnary, when it became essential to
extrieate the ships, and endeavour {o penetrate
to the south. On the 4th they succeeded in gain-
ing the pack edge, and were once-more in clear
water, having becn more or i = _entangled for
the space of 40 days. [Easl winds and thick fozs
prevailed, and the best of the 3eason was passed.
They, however, in lat. 65, nearly-crossed Wed-
dell’s returning track, and found pack ice-where
he_had perfectly clear sea.t ™ They could not
penetrate ‘beyond lat. 65 15 S., where theif po-
sition was 100 miles to the southward of Admiral
D’Urville’s’ track, wheré he unsnccessfullyiat-
temptied to follow the route so n,oLl{ achieved by
our. countryman Weddell, On the 22d they
crossed the line of the no-varation, in'lat. 61,and :

long. 24 W.,in a dip of 57.40—a fact of- much |
importance to-magnulic sciénce, since (hé ohser- |
vations “appear to'prove that the supposition of |
there ‘being two maznctic poles of verticity iny
the southy as’is well khown to be the case in the
north, i3 erroneous, and that there is in reality
bit one magnetic pole- in.ihe sowuthern hemis-
phere, . . ' L ¢
» ‘We may notice that (ke whole of this yeat’s
obiservations fend in a rematkable manner {0 con-

a'it more advisable ‘to trace “tle land' to

deemin Y o {r 1
the southward than'to attempt to follow hjs track,

Grm the position assigned to-the pole by .Caplain

larity of those

meridian exaclly belween Bellinghansen’s anl
Wetdell’s tracks, and consequently stood to the
S.% . On the 234,14 lal. 663t and lonz. 12

43V he was becdlmed, and seized the oppor-

sé\.‘lnnit.t to try for soundings, but 4,000 fathoms of

line “failed “to reach the ground. ‘Fhis great
depth is azainst the probabiiity of meéting with
land near, ~ For sone time, however, they pet-
severed in an allempt to get further to the sonth,
but theice was too stronyg for them, and consider-
able danger was encomntered in a ‘empestuous
wale, whickP'asted, without interruption, during
three days.  The darkness of the nights, and the
namber of the izcbarzs, seamed only to increase
the coniidence and courage ofthe men ; and the
management of the ships was, throuzhout, most
worthy of admiratior-. At length, on the 8th,
the wind veered 1o tha eastward, and with hearts
overflowin 7 with gratitude to God for his marci-
ful protection when human efforts were atl but
useless and nnavailing, onr brave fellows were
in safety and steerinz for the north. It was not,
however, till the 12th they were relieved from
the apprehension of being against the still threat-
eniay pack. :

On the 17th they reached the latitude of Bou-
vet Islanl (61 19,) aoout eight degrees to the
westward of tiie assigned position’; but they,
like Cook, scarched for it in vain; and Captain
Ross concludes thet Bouver had been deceived
hy the form of an iceberg. The last berz was
seen-on the 25th, in latitude 47 3 S. and Tonz.
10 51 E., when bearing away before a fair galz
for the Cape of Good Hope, where the expedi.
lion prospzrously anchored on the 4th of April.

In the third scason, it will thus be szen, they
dil not panatrate so far as Weddell; yet the un-
usual prevalence of easterly winds preventin:
the pack fromh “drifting off shore, was the means
of enabliny them to reach the lutitude of 713 8.,
on a meridian usually occupied by the pack when
driven by the prevaillng westerly winds from
the cast shore of Graham’s Land, and extending
their rescarches in that meridian 315 W.) 12 de-
gress of latitude beyond their predecessors Cook,
Bellinghausen, and Biscoe,

The discovery and examinution-of a consider~
able extent of uuknown coast, proving the insu-

artions of land first discovered by
Bransfield in 1&0, for years afterwards frequent-
ed by our sealers in search of their prey, and
finally in 1839 seen by Admiral D*Urville, and
called by him ¢ Louis Philippe’s Land,” cannot -
but be regarded as important additions to our
knowledge of hose parts, which thoughislands of
inconsiderable size, mizht have extended, and
were supposed to extend cven to the pole.

At the end of April the Ercbus and Terror left
the Cape of Good $fope and touched at St. He-
lena and Ascension for the purpose of repeating
the magnetic observations they had formerly
made, and verifying their instruments, In order
to ‘render the whole scries complete, it was ne-
cessary to iepair to Rio de Janeiro, which the ex-
pedition reached on the 18th of June, After a
few days employed in observations and refltling,
they sailed for England,and toniching at one ot the
Western Islands, made tlie land of Scilly on the
23th of August. - ‘Che passage’up 'the:-Chanuel -
was rendered tedious by calmsand light winds,
so that Captain Ross was unable to Tand until
Monday last, the 4th September, when he dis-
embarked at Folkstone, and arrived in town on
the afternoon of the same day.  Need we add
that his receplionjat the Admirally was most cor-
dial and gratifying? Lord Haddinglon compli-
mented him in the warmest manaef, in the pre-~
sence of the other lords, and all joined in the

ihiglrest eulogy on his services, This is on)

the preface to the fame he has, with his brave
comrades, Captein Crozier, Commandet Bird, and -
the rest, so nobly earned ; dnd it will be echoed
not ouly now and by his country, but by the
whal: civilized world and for ever. Hegrtily do
wo wish ! im, and all those who were with him,
thé ‘perfect énjoyment of that high health-in
wiiich they -have been restored to us-after all
their fatigues and perils.

. Having given the ontline ofthis great national
expluit; we -have only to.annex a very fow pai- -



