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HOfW SIIALL THE NATION REGAIN
PROSPERITY?

We noticed a few weeks ago an articlo
in the July-August nunber of the ïNordM
Amerù?,icanb Reîiiw, contributocl by th Ion.
David Wells, in iyhich lie pointed ont the
extraordinary incroase in the proluc-
îng pover of the United States, aiad
hltue absolute noecessity that exists for

their manufacturers finding new jmarkets
for the products of their industrial classes.
Mr. Wells has, in the lIast niumber of the
saine review, undertaken to reply to what
ho holds to bo the Most important of all
the questions noiv before the Aniorican
people, viz.: l Ioiw ean Ive create new

and greater dcmands and markets for
our national products ; low cen ive

"opon nov channels for trade or on-
<llarge those aleady existing; theroby

creating new, largor and more ronlunora-
tive employnieits for our surplus labor
antd espital, and so bringbaLc tho coun-
try to its old and normal condition of

"material prosperity V" At the com-
inencement of his article Mi. Wolls re-
fers to the univerisal desire of civilized ni
to exchange the comModities which they

produco for othôr products Vlich thoir
follow mon can produce to botter advan-
tago. Evory àffoirt is usod to open coi-
mîunications ivith distant places and to
facilitato oxxchanges by all possible ieans.
le Charges on the United States, that it
lias for years proclainod to tho producors
and laborers of otli' countries, "Woe

4°"o°lot i"iukt doi jale tl'î °" °"n'iini
soll your products oi your labor in this
ci Country, and as far as we eau interposo

O legal obstructions, rîoe don't inteni
"that you shall.'' Tho chief object of
Mr'. Wols' mrticle seens Lo be, to givo in-
stancos by w'ay of illustration in vliich
the United States has placd obstaclos in
the wray of trado thiat ivould have boen
bonoficial. The principal instance ad'
ducdoc- is tlho obstruction to Canadian
trade ty fio abrogation of the reciprocity
treaty. 'J'h A'getino Republic, Chili
and San Doingo are likouise cited as
couitries w'it1 wvhiclh an adv'anîtageonls
commerce' imiglt bo carried on,'bu t Can-
ada is the pivot on w'hich the ai ticlo hangs ;
and Mi, Wells lias, w'o muiist adînit, shewn
up wiat eau onily be characterized as thoe
mean policy of the United States with
pow'erful effeot. Tlho ian1e' in which.
tli stipulations of the tieaty of Wasiing-
ton havo been ovaded in no lIss tian
tirce instances lias been sa doscibed by
Mr. Wells as to rendor it difficult for
lonorablo andi upright Amoricans to
avoid feeling dociî humiliation at the con-
duet of their Governmont. The evasion
of the free admission of !fresh fislh by
placing a duty of 'la cent and a half on
Il each quart of contents of cans or pack-

ages made of tin or othor nitoilal con-
I taining fishi ofa anIy kind admîitted fiee

of duty under any existing'law or' trea-
t y," is cha'acterized iost justly as nulli-

fying by ; a sinall and nmean devico an
essential part af the stipulated provi-
siens, of the treaty." Mir. Wells adds
HiJad a similar aet adverso to the inter-

i ests of the United States been po'pe.
"tratecd by any foreign stato, words could
bardlly be found to express tho extent

Cof Aincrican indignation for so iiton-
tional a violation of solemna public on-
gageints, and the Govenment at
Wash ington would have been quick
ato deinand ropanition." Anothier in-

stance is given of the duty imposed on
freish fih paekod in ice, on tho griound
that le the fisl ii such cases do not answr
Il tbihe conditions of imediale conusunmp-
t: tion," And tho' tie well known case of
the canals is cited, in vhich Canadien
bottoins thouligh per'mitted to pass
through tle canalis are obliged to tran -

ship at Albany, so as to destroy the wlhole
object of the reciprocal use of tho iaviga'

ble watars of tlhe tvo countries. Canada
is indobted ta Mi. Wells for lis abl ex-

posiure or the ieannîîess of liis Govein'
mont, but w'e ownvi to a littlo disappoiit-
mont at his iodo of treating the recipro-
city question. lis idoa is, and it is un-
bliusliiiglyavowed, that reciprocity shouli
bc used ta bring about annexation. Ile
roîers ta tha fable of te contes t bet'een
the sun and the wind to seo vlich woul
mkice the travellei' soonest taka ofl' is
coat, anid Advises that the United States
shîould put aside the î'olo of the wind iai
assune the part of the sîun. 11o tliinks
tlat, by pursuing this policy, the British
T1rovinces lvould in a decade or years be

-applicants of their owni accord foir incor-
C paration as States in the Ainmorican
l Union," or if nlot, tlat the Unitod St:îes

w'ould ie enabledu " to 'orce theni to be-
I coe suci by tlio tliroat, not of armed
I compulsion, but of' siinply clouding tli
''sunîî.'' Mi'. Wolls, liko his counî trymîien
gelnorally, is so vain ou tlie suiblject of
ropublican imstitutions that lie fails Io
porcoivo that the utterly manli anld disie-
putitblo policy wiichl he lias so ably
Oxposed is the result of tle systoni of'
goveriiimenit unidei' w'hichi lie lives. No
r'eally responsible govoinment w'ouild dare
ta coninit sucli outragos as thoso ioore'd
ta. Thef «influence. exorted ou behaif' of
the canned sainmon intorest w ivould nîot
bh falt in a Hanse of Counmons %vlieo the
public iiterests voi'o gnarded by a re-
sponsible Ministoi on the floor of the
ioise. Mr Wells mnay bc assured that

the neiglhbo-hood of Canada ta the United
States, aind the opportuniitios tlireby
aftoi'dod of witiessiig the wor-king of tle
niachiniery of govornmeint, does not tend
ta inspiire Canadians with aiy pa 'ticîlar
love for the institutions ndr -hici
sucli meaniiess can b piactised with in-
punity. Mr. Welli has by lia inoans doue
justice ta the branch of his article in
wlicli lie suggests the possibility of f-oc
connercial iitarcomîse withou aininoxa-
tion. ie says: " Under a Zollverein systen,
"<sulch as lias beein r)7 oposCd, and is ail/'
CIout doubi pr'actical, the national taxation

of the tw-o countrios could practically
Ibo made the same." Non', slioiy it
might have been expected.fron suchi a
writer as Mr. Wells, thiat lie w'ould bavo
given saine general idea of the nature of
a plan that he considers ta b " ivithou
doutbt pr'actical." e' Io shsould voe'y mnuclh
like te lnow' wliethrci Mr. Wells ide is
that Canada should admit American, a', li
other ords, foreigu manufactu'es duty
fr'ee, and impose duties on sinilar goods
coming from England. It is hardly pos'
sible ta discuss a sclienie of this kind on
so vague a stataeniît as that in Mr.


