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nÉE SHAREH-OLDER AND INSURANCE GAZETTE. JULY 28, 1882.

]kIABIIITX 0F, MEMBERS OF MUTUAL INSURANCE
COMPANIES.

Recently tlic Hon. Mr. Justice Mathicu rendered a
very important deolsion concerning the right of Mutual.
Insurance Companies to claim contributions or assoss-
mentà from the mured. Formerly it has frequently been
held, in ifact it was not contradicted, that it was sufficient
for flie Company to fyla a copy of the resolution of the
Board of Directors in order to establish the riglit of the
Jomepany to levy ssessments. In two cases of ih
Joliett.6 Mutuel Ins. Co. agaîinst Mr. Robidoux, of Farnianu,
and Mrs. A Dupras, of Hochelaga, the question vas raised
by the defence,. that it was ineumbent on the Company
to prove that losses had been sustained, for which tl!e
defendant wa& liable, and that he lad beu assessed for bis
fair proportion of the losses only. This defence lias been
maintained by the Hon. judge, wio explained that the
Company had been placed into voluntary liquidation m
February, 1881, and that all policies liad been cancelled
by the. Directors. on the 28th February, 1881. On the
6th April following, the Directors and liquidators made a
first assessment of $24000, which included the lalance of
ail premium notes yet*exist-ing. These suits werc brought
for the balance of the defendants' preinium notes. The
defendants pleaded that these--ssessments were un-
néòessary and unjustifllud; that there exised no claimns
against the -Company for losses -for which they wero
liable; that the Company ias in the hands of speculators
who considered it their own property, and% whio have
bought.the assets of the Company and believe thenselves
entitled-to recover tbem in full. From the proof made,
it appeared that the liquidators sold the balance of -fle
asasnonts, coming to $29,000, for $3,300 to a certain
party who is the partner of Mr. J. J. Webster, the
8ecretary of the Company, and its only witness. It was
under this transfer that silts were taln right arid loft in
the name of the Company. Now, apart fron the proof
made, can the Company rdcover, on the fyling of a
copy of the resolution of Directors, withont proving the
existence of the losses, and the proportion Ilue by the
dfendants ?. asked His Elonor. lHe thouglt not. Mutual
insurance companies are pecuhiar. The insured are also
insurers they expect no prolit, but agrce ta pay a share
of certain losses, namely, those that mîay bappen while
their. policies last. They -are assessable for certain
specified losses only, which must bc proved ta exist. No
evidence« of this nature hlad been made here by the plain-
tiff, and the two suits wera therefore disnissed with costs.

THE GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES.
It is a singuîlar fact that the great seal of the Unitel

States.was the joint proditction of a titled Englishman, Sir
John Prestwich, with whoie country we wore thenl at war
and of an American, or rebel against the British crown.
In a letter ta Secretary Folger in relation ta the propriety
of striking a coin commeinorative of the centennial anni-
v'rsary of the adoption of the great sual of flie United
Stàtesj the director of the.Philadelphia mint give's a very
inteiesting history of the origin of the great seal. He says
that on the afternoon of the day on whîich the Declaration
of' Inde'pendence was madle, a resolution was pased auth-
orlzin'g the appointmient Of a commnittee, comnposed of
Franklin, Adama and Jefferson, ta prescnt a device for a
great seal There was great difficulty in agrceing upon a
device, and the committea failed ta report. On the return
of Cougress from Now York, a second committea vas ap.
pointed to consider the subject but its report failed to
receive tho approval of Congress, and a third was appoint-
ed. The report was also rejected, and altcrnately on the
l3th of June, 1782, Congress referred th whole inatter,
including the reports of the several committCes, ta Charlcé
Thompson. Ho procured from Wm. Bartol several de.-
signe but the designs for the obverse side werc rejectecd,
aud ihe present obverse side of our great seul was aumong
the designs submitted by Prestwich, and adopted g

The medal bas jutft been struck ut the *mint in
Philadelphia. It !s of bronze, and on the obverse side
beas an eagle'with expanded wiugs, with a shield covoring
its brcas. In the left talon ie clutched a buncl of arrows,
and in the right an olive branch. There is a scrol or
streamer held in the beak, b.caring the words " E Pluribus
uniimIj'and above and back of the head aire tbirtecn stars
emerging from a cloud, above which rays of light are
visible. On the reverse side there is au incomplete
pyramid of thirteen solid blocks, and abovo it is fthe Ail-
seeing Eye radiating liglt in every direction. On the base
o! flie pyramid, above tlîc wolrds "lNova Ordo Secelortmi il
la 1776 a Roman notation, and on f1e riglit and -lft of
the pyramid are the dates 1782 and 1882, and above the
" All-seeing Eye " ut the top of the seal is the inscription
" Annult Cooptis." * The mcdal is now ready for distri-
bution.-Thomnpso's Reporter.

SUPPRESSION OF ADULTERATIONS.
The retail grocers of New York propose to introduce

certain reforma in tboir trado, which are likely to meet
with general approval if carried into effect. According ta
the programme aunounced at a recent meeting of ttcir
body, they ara to set themselvesýresolutely against the sale
of adu.lteratcd groceries and pledge thenselves ta suppress
the taffic in goods which are issued with fictitious labels
used ta deceivo purchasers as ta the quality of goods sold,
Furthè more, thoreforiners declara that they intend tg
suppress'resortf sa short weiglits in apportioninîg custoiers
orders, by which patrons are cheated ta a granter or loss
extent. They intend ta substitute weight instead of
measure in dealing.out certain vegetables and fruits. This
mucl they propose ta do for the public at largo. Sa far ns
their own wellfare is concerid, tihey..miapî out a course of

\vigorous selfdefence. Amtong other things, they are, ac-
çording ta repoFt , tQ establil I black liste " of those who

eludo the payment of grocery billsand distribute then
genterally nmong retailers ; they are ta abolish what they
ftori tc peddlers' nuisance , namely, fli itinernt
lîcksferà. iho fravel abouit tlic City scliàg geoils wliere
they eau; they are to cut down the fees of city weighers•
they are ta diose stores carlier at night; they are ta put a
stop ta retail trading by wholesale dealers, and they are
ta kill offd "unmercantile I competition. They further
contemplate the establishment of an intelligence office for
clerks, and also the opening of a tibrary for their use. Fin.
ally, tli reformera assert fiat tlîey propose ta kep an oye
îîpon local and State legialation upon maffers affccting thleir
interests, and secure the enlargement of market facilites'
and the introduction of gencral good fellowship among
nembers of the grocers' trade.

AN INGENIOUS DEVICE FOR TILL-TAPPING.
An ingenious invention for systematic till-tapping was

accidentally discovered last week in the National State
Bank of Elizabeth, N.J. The contrivance lias beu in ope-
ration for about a ycar, and bas netted the inventor
$1,976. Frank Newcomb, the paying teller, while stand-
ing at bis desk lcard a peculiar noise in bis cash drawer.
He saw a black abject moving in it and thinking it was a
mouse sliiit the draver quickly, but remembering that if it
was a mouse it would gnaw the bank-notes, he opened the
drawer again and found that in slamming it tao lie had
broken a slender cord. Ho took it out and saw that
attacled ta it was a fiat piece of lead shaped like a seal
and on the lower surface vas a piece of shoe.maker's wa
to which was attached a $20 bill. Investigation. showed
that within hal an hour no less than thirteen bills aggreg-
ating $260 lad been taken from the drawcr. This cleared
the mystery which had surrounded the bank for sane time
and which had caused two paying tellers ta resign because.
they could not make their accounts balance on several Oc-
casions. The janitor of the bank, George W. Ackerman,
alias Bennett, was suspected and arrested. He confessed|
that ho had etelen the money and explained how the devise
was arranged.

There is a gas-pipe hose in the floor which had never
been plugged, and which was immediately under the cash
drawer. Over the centre of the drawer and directly into
the bottom of the counter had been turned a screw ring,
or a "deadeye " as sailors know them, and another laud
been turned inito the face of the counuter, so that a cord
rimning through both would work ut right angles ta itself
and without a souînd. The lead vas fastened to the end of
the string inside the deadeye over the drawer and ta
another string by which it could lie pulled back ta the halo
in the floor. There could be nothing in sight and nover
was anything. The janitor sat in the cellar and worked
the apparatus by'sound, which told him when the paying
teller was at bis desk. Every night the money was taken
from the drawer, which was left open, and this gava Bon-
nftt the opportunity to arrange lis device. Bennett lias
been janitor of the Bank for many years and has had fumîl
contral of the building. Ho is a veteran of the late war
and earned a reputation for bravery. He was committed
for trial.

. EDISON ELECTRIC LAMP 00.
The moving of the lamp factory from Menlo Park te

East Newark, N. J., affords a fitting occasion for unaking a
brief mention of the history of the Edison Lanmp Com-
pany.

The manufacture of lamps was commenced at Meulo
Park, in November, 1880. Prior -ta that date a large
number of lamps had been made, but the first regular payroll of the Lamp Company, as an organization distinct
from the laboratory and experimental department of the
Liglit Company, was November 11, 1880, which may bc
taken as the date of the starting of the factory. From that;
time utntil April 1, 1882, when moving ta Newark was
commenced, the factory was runniug aIl the time, except
about six weeks. The.e largest number of men employed at
any one time was 135, and for the last year thiere has notbeea at any time less than 100 bands employed. Up ta
April 1, 80,000 lamps were shipped, and at that time there
were abouit 50,000 unsold in stock. The reason for mov-
ing the factory ta East Newark is ta secure larger .build-
ings, with iucreased facilities, aiso convenient accomoda.
tion for workmen, and ta be .nearer the source of supply
for obtamining reliable help. The manufacturing of lampawas begun in the new factory at East Newark on June I,
1882, unîl 150 men are now cniployed. The taols mand

dno1 in fen factory are adequate for Makng 1,200lamîps a day, but the factory has an ultimate capacity of
40,000 lampa a day, which will require from 3,000 ta 4,000
bands, according ta the style of lampa mad.-Scientific
Aericai.

A SeUTc-WUSasuRN CYeLoNH.--The most distressing deafl
of tio Monticello, Miss., cyclone was that of Mrsn Ca till
lecause of the manner in which it was brought about.
learing the storm approaching, Mrs. Carroll, with her
baby in her arme, rushed ta her husband, Dr. Carroll, who
threw lis arma about her neck. At the sane moment fli
wind blow the timbers of the bouse daim pn thhm unt
crusled them to the floor, the imother witi ler Infant i
lier arma, the husband with ii arm-around li n virole
neck, anid there lie -choked aer fa deao. The fa'ling
timbers did net seem ta burt lier, but locked the doctor s
aria sa closely about lier neck that lie could not dnove if.
Ie vas conscious that ic was kiling lier, but ail bis
efforts to throw off the timbers were futilr. Assistance
came in two hours-too late I For days h . assimost n.
raving naniac. The baba was also kiIed-whefer y lct
falling timbers or pressed to death by ite mather we did
nef leuarn,

CANADA CAPTURES THE SEA-SERPENT AND
ENDS HIS LIFE.

Sea-serpent stories have been given the go-bye by
newspaper paragraphers of late, owing ta fire iieredible
yarns of persans who profoss ta have seen the l" rale ouild
divil hinself." Many people are said to have scu these
monsters in various parts of the country, but as no one
had ever been known ta capture one, the public received
the tal yarns related cumugrano salis. It is but a fow years
since Mn. Robert Young, anc of auir mosf wvortlîy amud ne-
spccted citizens, cauglit a gliipse o! a n quatic i -enk;tî,r
in Chats Lake, which lie describes as boing of enormons
aize and proportions. Capt. Brown, o! flic steamer Il Alli-
ance, " also got a view of one of those monsters in the saine
waters the sunmmer before last, and varions other peoplc
claim ta bave seen large specimens at different times and
at divers places. But this week we are in a position ta
announce the capture of what la probably one of the pro-
geny of the real original old Chats Lake serpent, which
las often struck terror totlie hearts of superstitious river-
men. While coming down fron the Snow Rapids, with a
tow last Monday morning, and while off Blackwell's I., the
crow of the '' Levi Young" noticed a lige serpent svi-
ming ahead of the boat. Mr. John Dunganî, chie! engineer,
and a dock hand named Shaw, jummped into a hua and
started in pursuit of tlic reptile, They succeeded in gèt-
ting within striking distance of the serpent, whei Mr.
Dungan struck it a blow over the head vith bis Car. The
beast than turned and made for the occupants offthe boat,
literally churning the water with bis tail lu bis fury. Ain-
other powerful and well-directed blow with an oar on the
neck of the serpent laid it ont dead, whon it was taken i
tow and brought aboard the steamer. The crew of the
boat stretched it out on the rail, and mearured it with a
ruile. Its total length was eleven fet, while the body
was thirteen iuches in circumference. Its jaws were pried
open and a pair of compasses inserted, which wore opeied
ont ta a distance of six tiches. The description givenu of
this reptile is the sane at tiat given by Mr. Young and
Capt. Brown, sa that it is possible that the one jurst killed
is a lincal descendant ofthe old king snake whio lias sported
hinself in Chats Lake for years past.-Ariprior Chronicle.

EAsTERN TowNsHiPs POPULATIoN.-The census returns for
the Province of Quebec show conclusively that the Protes-
tant minority ha relatively decreasiig, and that the Roman
Catholic element ta rapidly gaimimg the asendancy in the
Eastern Townships. The Montreal Ierald points out that
whoreaB in 1871 the Protestants outnumbercd the Catholics
tn the countries * of Pontiac, Argenteuil, Huntingdon,
Missisquoi, Brome, Sherbrooke, Compton, and Stanstdad,
accordimg ta the last ceusus Pontiac and Sherbrooke have
now a majority of Catholics, and the latter have also
made large gains in Compton, Argenteuil and Missisquoi.
In saune counties the Protestants have been reduccdt in
numbers, and i others they have almost entirely disap-
peared. In Quebec City there la a falIing off ta tha
Protestant population fron 7,442 ta 0,191. These changes
are the result of the movenut of population noted by our
special correspondent in the Province of Quebec last suim-
ner-the English-speaking population lcaving the Eastern
Townships for the West in largo numbers and theirplaces
being filled by the Freuch-Canadians. The saine move-
ment is also going on on the Ontario side of the Ottawa
Valley. Probably when the next consus is utaken flire
will .bc only one or two Quebec counties remaining in
which the Protestants can claim a majo»rity.-Globe,

NEGLIGENT DIREcToR.-A monthly contempo:ary, re.
ferring ta the frequency of bank failures says : What shall

e say of Directors who are so unmindful. of their duties?
Ought not they to lie punished ? It may be asked, why
did the stockholders choose them ? but the reply may be
made, they supposed the Directors were performing their
duties. The latter had certain specific duties te discharge
which they wore net justified in neglecting. They had no
right ta leave the management of the bank entirely ta
the President. In every case it ns the duty of the Directors
ta know about its affairs and ta keep its business within
the law. Is it not time to make au example of Directors
who, without any excuse whatever, deliberatcly and cou-
stantly neglect ta execute- the duittes which they have
taken their oaths that thoy will I diligently and honestly"
perform ?

POLICE REFoRtMo.-The novel police systen adopted by
Chicago a year and a balf ago in said ta have proved per-
fectly successfuil. The city ta divided itfo tweity-four
districts, u each of which is a depot containing threc
police-mon, a wagon and 'four horses. Throughout the
city are police boxes, lookng liko the old-faslioned senîtry
boxes, and provided with telegraph signals and telephones.
The door is kept locked, but can be opened by anybody
needing police aid, keys being liberally distributed amnong
stores and residences. Privat individuals can thus send
an alarm by tolegraph, just as we transmit fire calls in this
City. Each key l numbered and registered, and afer be-
ing used ta open a box, is held fast ta the lock until
released by a policeman. Thus mischievously false alarms
are detected. When an alarni la received at a depot, the
polce on duty there drive quickly ta the box lin response.
The telephones rire used by patrolmen to makle periodical
reports, and therchy roundsmen are done away with, and
avery man is directly under the contral of bis Captain.
When a patrolman makes an arrest he doos not desert luis
beat, but calls the wagon ta talke the prisoner away.
Houiseholders may have private signal boxes by paying the
cost. The Superintendent declares that luis force is midch
botter controlled than before .; that crimes are ferer, tiat
criminals are more easily caught, and that the expense is
no greater.
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