g bougbl: on tb: Separanon fro_:'

in thei¢ houfe, after having. hved with the
family fixty-five years-more or lefs, - ‘They
fet hiy poetry and fing it_very finely, ap-
ptafiny to recotle® his converfation and
friendthip, -with infinite ‘tendernels and
delight, He was toshave been prefented
to the l’ape the very day he died, ¥ vnder-
ftand, and in the dclirium whlch imme.-
dmcly preceded difolution he raved muck
of the fuppofed interview.
hear.- -of death, “‘no one was ever per-
mitted even' to mention it 'before him ;

and nothing put him' fo cgrumly out of .

humour, as ﬁndmgthat rule tranfgreffed
even by his neareft friends. - Even the
fmall-pcx was not to be mmcd in his pre-
fence, and whoever did namie that dif-
“order, though unconfcious of the offence
he had given,; Metaftafio'would fee him no
more.
gather from Mifs Martinas were thefe :
That he had contentedly lived-half a cen-
tury at V:cm\a, without ever even with-
ing to learn its language 3'that he' had
. never given more than five guineas Eng-
Jith money in all: that time to the poor ;
that b always fat in the fame feat at
church, but never paid fér it, and that no-
"hody ¢ ¢ared afk him for the trifiing fum
that he was gratcfuland benefigent to the
friends wh- began by. being his prote&ors;
but- ended much his debtors,» for folid.
- benefits as well as for elegant prefents,
which it was his delight to be perpetually
making them; lea\-mg to :hcm at lafy'all
he had ever gained witnout the chargeeven
of a ﬁnglc legacy ; ohfcrung in -his will,.

that it was to them he owed it, and ozhcr '

condu would'in him have been mJuﬁ:ce.
Such were the fentiments, -and fuch-the -
conduét of this great. po:t, of whom it is
" of little confequenceltd tell; that he never
chmgcd the fathion:of his wig; or the cut
or colour of his coat,” fo' that™ his portrait
taken not very: long ago . Jooks like" thofe
of Bolxcau or Mohere at the- head»of their

-

Unwullmg to -

The other peculiarities 1 could’

works. His lee wab amnged‘ with fuch
methadical exa@nefs, that he: ' rofe, . ftudfs -
" ed, chatted, flept; and dined at: ‘the fame
"hours for fifty years:together, enjoying un2 -
* laterrupted health, *which proba!#,«pn .
“him cthat happy fweetnefs..of temper, -of -
habitual’ gentlenefi - of ‘ manners; -whicli .
never-fuffered itfelfto be ruffed, but whenl
his  fole injun@ion'was forgot'en, snd'the
death of any perfon” whatever’ ‘wadiund:
-wittingly ‘mentioned béfore-him. No® 2
licitation had :ever- prcn:led on ‘himto -
dine from home,nor-hiad ‘his ‘nearel®-intis’
. mates -ever feen him edf:mpre than:ia bifi -
cuit with hwlemonade, every. mezl being p
- performed with-even' myfterious: privacy,
to the laf. When his end " approached by.
fieps fo’ very rapid, hedid nat inthe: leatt: -
* fufpe€t that it was comingand: Mademo;-e
felle Martinas has- fcarcely yet done res.
joicing in the thought that ke efcaped the
preparations’ he- fo drcadcd.l His' early’
paffion for a'célebrated” finger is "
known upon the con;ment ﬁhceuh‘ o
fair finifhed,- all his- pleafurés’lilm een
. confined to muﬁc and ‘comer{at‘i 1

numbcr ‘from‘ my oivn* nozes,’ xt feem
very ftrange ; and'the delight he‘too
hearing the lady” he'lived’ with® fing -his,
fongs, was vifible to.every one, "An ltag -
“lian Abate. here. faid, comlcally enou
“ Ok ! he looked luke a man'in. the flate

" het ﬁ“nc vojce and ’biilliant
father of - Metaﬁaﬁo was,.a . gold
‘Ronie; bue his fon hiad"fo ‘devoted
felf to the family be lived wi ,Vitha
* fufed to hear,and took:pains Aot
whether ‘Hi¢ had:in his latter days
relationin the world, * Oni avoh
fingular I leave’ myfreaden to.
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OW pleaﬁng, fa)l our au:hor‘, muft
' aur refleckions be' upan'“the ftate of
.thc ﬂioﬂ ‘ﬁoun(hmg parts: of ‘thefe do?
mmons, whc‘i‘en{ We have the;. Gvidence of

expemenec to pro\m, ‘that there hasbeen' a -
* - progteflive improyement fincé the penod -
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