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SIR DAVID KIRKE, !
FIRET CONQUEROR OF CANADA AND GOVERNOK OF NEWFOUNDLAND.
(By Our Nefoundland Correspondest.) ; )
The general impression regarding Newfoundland is, that
there is nothing to interest the world, either in its present

condition or its past history. It is not suspected that a poor

colony of fishermen, clinging to the grim rocks on which the
wild waves of the Atlantic are ever beating, outside the pale
of civilization,and having no share in those great events that
stir the pulses of the world aud form its history, could have
produced any great men, or have been associated, intany way,
with those who have moulded the ages and left ¢ their foot-
prints on the sands of time.™ It 'is true regarding Kogland
that—
¢ Half its soil has walked the rest
In poets, heroes, martyrs, sages.”

But what glory, it may be asked, has blended with the dust
of this poor isle, or what noble or heroic men have made it
the scene of their labours? Brief, uninteresting and barren
must be, it ts supposed, the avnals of a few thousand toilers
of the sea, and very flat and homely the story of their for-
tunes.  All this, 1 bumbly submit, is a misapprehension.
Human natuare is the same everywhere, and human toil and
endeavour substantially the same in the first and nineteenth
centnry-—

Y From regions where Pernvian billows roar,
To the bleak coast of savage Labrador ™

The same passions and emotions, the same hopes and
fears have been bounding and billowing here, beneath
the rough jacket of thefisherman as under the gaudy
attire of wealth in “the marble courts «f kings.” Here
has been substantially the same straggle between good
and evil as elsewhere—the same commingling of human
noblegess and baseness which, when transacted on wider
spheres, history gathers into her golden urn and prescrves for
evermore as part of the precious record: of the race. Even in
the humble hut of the fisherman, traits of human heroism,
pathos, tenderness and unselfish love have been exhibited,
such as have furnished themes for the noblest poems, in other
lands, and would do so here, had we the poets to sing them
and thus render their country famous. Who knew or cared
anvthing about Scotland till Walter Scott lifted the wveil
aud revealed her, not only to her own astonished and
delighted inhabitants but to other nations who had
hitherto despised or derided the “land of mountain and
of flood.” The future will, no doubt, produce a Walter
Scott for Newiounndland, who will gather up its tradi-
tions and superstitions, its tales of peril, and hwoic
daring among its ice-laden seas, tne oddities and humonrs of
its fisher-folk, the tragedy and comedy of human existence as
bere developed, and perhaps weave them into such charming
romances, poems and dramas as shall win the ear of the world.
Is sucha thing less possible here than among the rude High-
landers of Scotland who have yielded so much poetry and
humour to our modern literature 7 Take the City of St. John's
—I ventare to say were its history truthiully and vividly
written, from the time when the first rude pionevr entered the
fiNarrows " and startled the Red Indian as he speared the cod-
fish over the rocks, throngh the vicissitudes of its fortune to
the present hour, a tale would be told more thrilling than any
creation of fancy.

In these humble sketches in the columns of the Canadisn
Illustrated Newe, I am trying to show that, in the olden time,
some of England’s best and bravest men made Newfoundiand
the scene of their labours, hoped great things of it, and at-
temptad great things in connection with it, a3 a new home far
Englishmen. The names of Cabot, Sir Humphrey Gilbert and
his half-brother Sir Walter Raleich, Lord Baltimare and Capt,
Whitbourar, have already passed in review before us. I coms
now to the honoursd name nf Sir David Kirke, of whom hardly
anything is knowa in connection with Newfonndland., He is
scarcely named in axy history of the country. Sir Richard
Bonnycastle, in his historical sketch, passes him over almost
in silence.  He is barely named in Pedlev's « Histors of Now-
foundland” as having introduced a body of settlers, # with
the sanction of Parliament "—the latter part of the statement
being incorrect; and the aathor does not s2em to have been
aware that for twenty years ke was Governor of the colony
with plenary powers during that long pericd.  Yet it is true
that this brave man, who first conquered Canada and Nowva
Scotia, and wresied it from the grasp of France, lahoured haro-
teally to plant a colony here, and may be truly said to have
laid the foundation of whatever prosperity has fallen to the
lot of Newfoundland, To none of her early rulers is she
more deeply indebted than to Sir David Kirke, though per-
haps not one in a thousand here hag ¢ver heard hia nare,

A few years after the death of Lord Baltimore, Sir David
Kirke arrived in Newfoundland, in the good ship ¢ Abigail,”
bringing with him one¢ hundred men asthe nuclaus of a coiony.
He landad in the spring of 1633, and at once took np his abode
in Ferryland, in the house built there by Lord Baltimore. In
those days, sovereigns were wonderfully free and easy in as
sigoing to their favouritz subjects unlimited rights over vaat
territorics, unmeasurad, save in the imagination of those whose
liberality was so boundless, Sir David Kirke came to New-
foundland armed with the powers of a Count Palatine over
the island, haviag obtained from Charles Firat a geant of the
whole. In this patent there was neither restriction nor reger-
vation; everything and every right were made over to
Bir David as atmslute posseseor. The rogal grantor knew very
little of the valae of his gift; but Sir David Kirke, who hiad
for years been sailing in the neighbonring seas, trading, and
fighting the French, was familiar with mnch of that' region
uow known as the Dominlon of Canada, and quit: aware of jts
vast natural resonrces and mititary importance, In partienlar,
he bad formed a high idea of the valus of Newfoundlansd,
chiefly from the rich sea-harvest which awaited the ingather-
ing around its whorea,  Accordingly, he came to Newfonnd-
land, determined ta make it his home, and to'establish thire a
colony of Fnglivhme:n. Before leaving his native land, he
formed & company to carry on fishing operations in his newly
acquired territory, in which séveral of the most patrioticand
public-xpirited noblemen of the day, such ax the Earl of Hol-
land and the Marquisof Hamilton, took a part, and aided him
with money. s .

The previous carcer of Sir David Kirke proved him to be a
wman of cousage and energy, as well ag of wnperior practical
talent. - Ho had already done astroke of work for England

in capturing the stranghold of Quobec; and gaining possession
of Canada, which was destined to have far-reaching conse-
quences, aad to lead ultimately to the establishmont of British
power on the banks of the St. Lawrence, - Descended from an
old family of Asgio-Danish frec.holders in the county pf
Derby, he had the blood of the ancient, fighting sea-rovers in
his veins. His father, Gervase Kirke, had sottled in London,
and by his superior business talents, had risen to the position
of a wealthy and influential merchant, Tn those days the
passion for maritime discovery and commercial enterprise
fired the thearts of Englishmen. Although the dizeovery of
North America was made by Cabot in 1497, yet it was not till
the latter half of the 16th contury, or more than seventy years
afterwards, that any attempt was made by Kuglishmen to turn
it to account. . At length the news of the rich harvest Spain
was teaping in America began to gpread, and all Faogland
awoke to a perception of the importance of the prize that lay
within their reach.  During Elizabeth's reign the spirit of
commercial enterprise, and the passion for maritime adven-
ture and discovery pervaded all classes.  Trading companies
wore organized, expeditions planned, and projects of “ planta-
tions ” in distant lands were vagerly discussed.  The nobility
and gentry took an active part in these enterprises, not re-
garding tmde as disreputable, and risked vast gams of money
in all kinds of comnercial adventures.  The younger sonx of
the county gentry tlocked to London, and muny a rich and
noble family was founded then by these traders who had
gentle blood in their veins. The father of Sir David Kirke
belonged to this class ; and with Sir William Alexander and
others, formed a Company in 1627, to trade with Canada and
establish a setilement there,  His ships were engaged in the
fish and fur trade of Awerica; and his eldest son, David, born
in 1397, had made severnl voyvages at an eacly age in his
father's vessels,

Led by the brave Jagques Cartier, the Fronch early planted
themselves in Canada, and uader Do Mounts and Potrincourt,
secured possession of Acadia, and establizhed settloments at
Port Royal and ¢lsewhere. The distingdished Freach navi-
gator, Champlain, explored the 8t Lawrence aud Ottawa, and
built a fors vn a commanding promoanotory ot the former
river, which he namad Qnebee,  Flushed with the suecess of
their colonising plans, the Freneh, in 1627, formed the 4 Com-
pany of 7w Franee” to which o Boyal Charter granted the
whaole of North America.  Immeuse enthasinsm was awakened
in France: twenty ships were fitted ont, the decks of which
were crowded  with ewmigrants, o couvey food, building
materials, wuns amd ammunition to the new settlerments, Al
looked hopeful, and the French ssemed in o fiir way of
securing an impreguable position in Canada,

At this critical moment war broke out betwoen Engcland
and France, and the oppertanity seemed favourable for crash-
ing the infant French settlements in America,  Without
delay a small but well-equipped armament, conzisting of
three ships, was despatched under the command of Captain
Kirke. The result is well kaown, At Gaspd, Kicke foll in
with thi: French sguadron already  referred to, ander Do
Roquement, cousisting of twenty ships oun their wiay to
Quetme, Ha attacked and captured the whole tdeet; set fire
to ten of the smaller vessels, and having dlled the romainider
with the most valuable stores, he sunt them to Newfoundiang i,
In a second expedition be made a clean sweep of the Freuch
sottlements in Canada and Nova Scoting Champlain sur-
rendervd to him the strong fortress of Qnehec, and the whule
of these vast possessions were thas, by the bravery and skill
of Captain Kirks, annexed to the Rritish Crown,  But thy
imbecility of* Charles L. rendersd these advantages aof o
avail.  He hastily concluded a peace with Francee, and
anxians to sweure his wife's dowry and keep an good torms
with the French king, he agreed to surrender the whole
conquast won by Kitke. The Feonch were resiu<tated in
all their Cansdian possessions, (Quebeee inclgdoed: and, at an
imrmens: expense of blovsd and treasure, England had to re-
conqner Canada a centary later. Kirke ot no remuaeration
for his Insses except the barren honons of knighthond,

After gome vears spent fenitlesddy in casdeavouring to have
his grievances redressed, Sir David Kieke grew wears of in-
activity, and finding that Loed Buddtizace had abandonasd
Newfouudland, he asked o0 and obtained from the kine a
grant of the whole.  Thns it i chat, after the diss ppoiniments
of his chequersi capmer, we fiad him settled at Foreviand in
the spring of 1303 vietaally King of the dadaod, in virtus of
the extensive nights vonterred by his geant, His efarts were
mainly directed ta the development of the Ssheries, as bo
feit convinesd that on the bleak and barcen portion of the
island where I bad settled, agricultars could not be prose.
cuted saceessfully.  Both to British sand foreign fichermen he
oifered every facility for prosecuting their calling by protect-
ing them from pir crecting stages for the parpose of
drying their fish, and bailding bouses for their shelter during
their sojourn.  [u onler to remove injnrious 1mpressions from
the minds of his countrymen which mizht operats against the
gettlement of the island, he pallished a long and highly in-
teresting account of the countey, So owell did he manage
matters, and such conlidence did bis governmaent iuspive, that
bifore the wvear 1830, more than threass humded and fifty
families had gettled in ditferent parts of the isdand ; sod bhad
it not been for the narrow, selfish policy afterwisds adopted,
uf proliibiting scttlement and endenvouring to drive awny
settlers. 80 as to make the conntry a mere fishing station, the
colony would have kept abreast of the sister proviaess, and
ita resources wonld not be in the gndeveloped state in which
wa find them to-day,

Sir David continued to. rale his principatity wisaly and
justly, and under his guidance {8 prodierity was very dee
cided, . Soon, howaver, the civil war broke out in Encland
and during the great conflict neither King nor Pardinment
could give any atiention to Newfoundland,  Kirke was a
staunch logalist, and during the whole @tonny period ‘he con.
widlered himself a8 holding Newfoandland for the King and
kept the Royal standard Hying on big fort at Ferryland,  His
twi younger brothers were officérs in the King's army, and
one of them was knighted  for his bravery - Whan the eausn
of “Chatles” bucams hopeless,” Sir - David  wrote offering His
Majesty a safe asyluir in Nowfoundland ; but the imprison.
ment and death of the King frustrated these good intentions,
When the Commonwealth obtalnaed suprems power hix estaten
In Newfoundland were all confiscated, and o warrant was js.
gaed to Captain Thomas Thorouchgood, command 't of thy
“ Crescent," to sail to Nuwfonndiand and bring Slr David
Kirke to England to answer the charged moule againat him,
The final decision of his judges was # that ho' had no authe.

“rity in Nowfguadiand ander the geant of Charles Seaact s that,

all forts, honsoes, stages nnd other appurtonances e
the fishing trade, and established on the {sland by Kirke
hig fellow-ndventurers, should be forfeited to the Govern,
as the property of delinquents; that Kirke's own
effuets shoutd bo secured to him, nud he be at liberty
over his wito and sorvanta to take care of his estate
were the hard torms meted out to the. galtant silor w)
fought so bravely for his country,

Hu was not the manu, however, to sft down hope
hig troubles.  What justice could not accomplishy for hiy oy
interest secured.  He obtained the powerful aid of (fhu'pd].j
Cromwell's son-in-lnw, “by making him a present of 4 by,
etate in Newfoundland, and promising him w ghape
fishiery dutica,”  Little ¥ jobs” of this kind were Just as rif,
undsr the Conunonwealth as under the Monarchy, and » toy .
ing” was practised then under the very nose of the stern Lm{(;
Protector. By Colouel Claypole's sssistance Kirke abstaineg
the removal of the sequestration upon his property. Wiy
the excoption of the ondnance and forts all was restored to
him ; and once mor: he retarned to the igland by loved gy
well to spend the remainder of his days in pesco in hig honse
at Ferreland, o

But the great sequestrator, Death, was at hand with hig ro.
sistless claim,  Sir David Kirke had been blessed with a mag
affectionate, devoted wife, and fair daughters and by 5 s
graced hig housze at Fereyland, By theae hoe had by l‘hﬂ‘rrvd
and sustained throughall the clond and sunshine of Lis eareer .
and in the bosom ot his family, it might have been haspud e
would xpond 8 teangquil old age. X
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It was pot, however st
Two years after his return to Newfoundinnd be divd syi.
denly in the winter of 1655-6, heing only 55 vears of age,
His dust found n resting-place at Ferryland, near the remaiys
of his predecessor, Lord Baltimore,

After the Rostowation the sons of Sir David Kirke reenivig
the moest shameful injustice at the hauds of Gharles 110
whose father he had been so staunch and trae, Siv Lowis
Kirke, the aucle of these yonnug men, presonted a jetiting o
the Kinyg, in which he recited Bis own services i the civil
war and those of his brother, and pravist that the orisina
grant of Charles 1. to Se David Kiske tight be confirmed 1
his sons. Meantime, however, Coril, Lord Baltinere, put iy
a claim to Newfoundlnsd ander the grant made to his fagier
by Fames I, Althongh the Baltimoeres hnd voluntaily aban.
doned the countey thirey years befors, ansd obtatued Marvland
instead of it and in conseguencs e dsland bad been tragetfer.
red to Rirke, yet the King io Coanet! now {~sued & warraut to
the widow and sons of Sir David Kirke U deliver upoall their
projperty in Newbonndinnd to Lord Baltimore, and the farily,
thus ruined, were jeft to shift for themselves withont any
compensativg,  Tugratitude condd wo no farther than thi.,

Newinundlaad prospered under Sie Daekd Kirke's ading
teation, nud foon ajter his doath Yesan U Dol the want of hix
vigorous baad in guiding its adfaies  In addites woa.
numbor of fishermen woo fregiaentad it shores in s
there wers now alent L7
tioned
aid magistrates, bat the merchants and shipownec ot
wnid London, whe were interestedd in the Behr
epposal tois poeonable regquest, which was i vepeg
refacnd,  Ten years later Sic Jeemtah Clald pablishod
phivt tn which he attemptod to prove thal the shose §
carrivdl on by the resbleats in boats, wad raining e
fshery carsied on from Eugland, and wrget that 1§ the popuia
tion were allowed to muttipty, Newloundland would oenee o
Ler o nursery for seamen,  Totddeasod by theses reprosentations
the Londs of Tomde and Plagtation tssued an orber tha! the
whole voloay shonthd be rooted ont, and the land oedgeed paa
desert. The housrs wers acdetod ta be Birnsd and the rot-
tlers driven out, Fartanately the execntion of this iubsmag
enles wias intrasted o Ntrodobn Borey who, whsls varrasd
ot his instr tions, remoastratel warmiy against their
severity, and after 4 time the order was annalled St all
vassels wore farradiden o take cmngrents o Newfounaind,
and setth-ment wad probibited, only & thousand poesong being
promitted to remain te ok afisr bant< stages To was
not il 1725 that this weetoted potiey was nuadly cioeed and
A wovorinor al ot appejated,

Phoss whyonre desivons of making themaelves g ol
acrpstutedwith the remarkable earcer of Sic Daaved Kirke,
bey toefer iy an bnberesting salame Litely o
The Firer Englich (0 cet ot Cansta, by B Karke
am omanty tadentsd fon the et embotied in the fon
paper. Fads singnt siketen proves ot atl sveats g
fornetlan may properly snrolt the naaes of Sir David Righe in
the Hst of hoe worthies whose memory she b1 boggd 10
«harish.
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MEOSURSUTS, HIS OPINTONS,
stroiling aloag 3t James
it

A fow weeks ago [ was peodys
th
which o many of our citizens soom o ke b unthugang i

Stroet, watching

vonstortian of the pew paven

terest, arcdinhaling the baliny vdoarant the conl tar with whizh
that thoroagtifars has beon wo lony Em:v:‘r“;jﬂ.‘l:vzl, wien | on-
conutermd sl gentieman atticed in & very veluminens awl
Blaguy coat, with bis bead curmonotsl by o white Tt with «
BMlack bande—n style of head fercs popalatly known in B
Ianed ag ¢ batchers” mourning

To my surprive this individaal rashad forwaed, grasped mo
by the hand with great effasion, and cried 18 aecents tiad
sewted familine to wme, © Watt old feller, Umowerey glad o
sviryon,  Haow are you 7 '

Althoungh § fancie U his voler and manner wers Goniliar to
me, [ epald not at ficst roead! him to my ropdbortinn ant he,
aecing my perplexity, exclaboed, “Way, don't ver poatlect me?
Why, i'm ¢ Spronta’ as yon kaopwed jn London.”

I then at ones recognizes] my old acgusintance, Mr. "“‘”1"_"
Sprouts, whade published apinions ap ¢ Moen and Mansers
made some sensation i the old conntey soveral yearsao, M1
Sprouts had been s peripatetic vondor of vegatables, inatlieg
words o corteemonger, but hia suecewsfal Titesry ventore had
broneht him into notoriety ) and | had the honour of beiue in-
trodueed to him at the Lord Mayors dinner,

After groeting him with antfichont. eordiality, ] v ired
with some curlosity ax to whint had bronght hin to thisside of
the Atlantic, o i

S AW By, hereplicd, 9 the factis mennd <Butsy’ has bnf o for
tun® Jeft as; and ns 1 wisted to go into public life, and heard

“nd how the Cannhang (s warey senattle to merit, ap-efadly when

8 gut monay (o bark it up, wio thanght ag how we'd e sl
try how we liked Montroal :




