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CTHE WAUNTED TREE. " !

' About fifty yenrs' smcc, upon-one of the
plains which overspread large portions of
the south-western -part of - Maine, ‘certain

* ‘mysterious things - obtruded’ ‘thomael ves

~upon * the ‘notice - of ; the -‘community,
“They ' startled 'the thoughtless, puwzled
“ the philosophic,  sét the superstitions
all “agog, and made  the' timid trem-
- blé. Unaccountable sounds werve 'heard
thero ; unnatural ‘signs - were seen’; and

often, without any visible cnuse, dogs,

'cuttlc and horses were terribly afirighted.
" A pine tree, which stood by the rond-
side, nnd which overshadowed the way’
. with its spreading  branches; murked that
“spot which was noted for its wonders. -1t
was tall, slraight, and well proportioned—
as fair” to look upon as its neighbors—and
" still und v its deep shadows-all theseuns
" accountable  phantoms appenred.’ The
surrounding forest” was thickly studded |
with the sume: stately -growth: ~ In the
‘light of day it was harmiess,” When' the
sun pmsul its bright rays throug,h that:
* forest, when' all ‘matural objeets were un-
. nnatul\nbl) distinct and visible, no fearful

“sight nor sound alarmed lhu pnssmg mun .
or beast,

But’ when 'the eve of ‘day was  tlosed,
“when deep night—doubly thick and: hcmy
under those - green mcrslmdo\\mg tree-’
‘tops—wrapped all things in’sable curtains,
. then these aisturbing’ forces mtusttd thu
place and let 1oose these marvels.:

It must’ be afirmed, however, thit this
~ tree’ did mnot  staud ‘in the most dveary,
‘~fnghtfn] spot: tmccd b) tlmt loncsome
)nglmny
“ It was votin thc middle of(lmt gloomy
* ‘forest: . It- stood’ nedrer-’ the side which
"~bordered on the ‘thickest settlement:’ Not'
" far above it'lay a dark; deep, “chilly hol
o low—often "entered “with a - shudder—
“which nll would declare was - ‘tho fit home:
“Uof "ghosts and” hobgoblins;, and where
" practical ‘robbers would: nnt,umlly« select
- ‘their:ambush. - 8till, it’ soon” became no-
*“toricus tlmt this’ uppﬂrently inhocerit and
“’promising’ 'trce wns. a -haunted - tree—s
“murked ns such<by all’ the- surroumlmg
* ‘inhabitants and heralded as sich tlnongh
11 that region.
‘Tt must be ndded that - this spotn\ lnch
: “rose’ into“'such’ pn?zlmg notoncty,“wns
about two miles from’a" dull‘uhpreténti=
“!ous"hamlet, ‘where''stores twere “kept, in|
: 'could\ be
“found ;> but: the- grcat ‘article "of: tmde at
that' tlme ns it {was“éverywhere vag ars
dent’ spmts \[nny then' regm‘dul ’st.longr

* surely glldmg théin'intg gmvur dlﬂmulues’
thap® {rights ‘and heart:beatings cnt" the!
hnunted trec. - But? husmessnt‘, the shiops;:
at-the post ofhce nnd' most. af- "all-at: thc
: storcs ]xceuscd to kedy agellithe 'fush-
o 1ounble : mnch-love beverage, i w oul(l

‘the dn.y were! ¢nded y many of whom- had
to pass this hmmtcd tree; oo 2 e

- As n-child could pass it- lmrmless ‘when
‘theilight of the duy guarded : the . place,
they would start in’'senson to pnss it be.
fore the dusky and- fearful hour: of inight
licrnsed tho-nppearance of these :terrors,
‘But'if thoy - went on foet’ they “would:al-
ways ‘have. their dog nccompany:: thern,
and then not return-alone if  they could
find company.: ‘But after taking'a social
glass, doing -their ‘business, listening - to
the gorsip'of the day, hearing tho lastire-
ported * scare’’ at theitreo, they..would
linger to discuss these mystulouﬂ ‘appenr-
ances; pro and con, nnd .} avow thz.n' belu.f
or dlsbuhcfm thun .
¢ -Some ‘who ‘were . constxmt uttendunts
‘upon the preaching of the uneducated; un-

pohshed but deeply. pious minister: omho .

place, would - take astill tmore :serious

‘View of. thess things. »They . would suy :

T hese m)stenmxs sights. and: sounds
mean something ! They augir of crime—
secrety (lﬂl‘l\, and :henven-daring,; -God is
-mnkmg inquisition. for. blood. ' Murder
will: out’; ‘and- tillthe - awful  secret:is
divulgc(l‘thnvspot.»will,be haunted.”? -

< Phis’ would: disturb ,thc serenity. of the
man behind the-counter... Heprided him-
self s above belief in.ghosts; witches, and
phattoms; as:too intelligent to s“nllow

down such admissions.of: spiritual mani--

festations, or of supernatural appearances,

and he would say, #:Nonsense, nonsense !

It is all: 1mngmntlou—-nll whlms, ull su-
purstition P s sty
Butatlength his own:turn came. to hy
these troubles; and to see ' if it -was all
bosh - aud . gamwmon’: Retummg ;home
une: eu.nmg upon:that . rond;-as:; he ap-
proached: the:haunted tree:his; horso ;stop-
‘pcd short, and stubbornly refused:: to.pass

Tt would DO MOre” KO:: forward, than '

th(, DLenst upon which:Balanm’ rode,-when
the: nngcl of ‘the -Lord,: with (a "drawn
sword in his hand, confronted: him.:»This

purplc\cd and.« disconcerted - otir - mer-’

chant { butiit was no:place;:to:bo:angry.

v’l‘hough he neither snwmor heard anything .

unusual :himself;: hisi noble.:horse: was
‘trembling -~ With  fear. and': unwilling.+ to
advance, :asi if: thew rond. .« was ., brist-

1 ling: witharmed: ‘hobgoblins. : He whipped .

and: gonded him on.till,:with n.desperate
‘plunge,i he: dushed - out ‘intosi the pthick

seraggy bushes; rushed. by the: ObIlO\IOllS i

itréejrand ran - ut the top of. his!'speed, un-
til'he: s brought.up; pnutmg and ‘tn.mblmg,
at-his owni stable.door: it s

" Adothor: incident; nvlucl is- hard. to pnb

asideias: o/ mere! phnnmsm oAnpelderly
‘man; of 'n bold; definnt spivit, was. pasging 0
thutkuy Hnae pn.rhnllyr intoxicatedystate; -t
#A.son’ of ix or eight.yéars ‘andyhis: fnith--"" -
JAS they)dlu\v near .
-thedtree] s light +as -seen; .asiifssome’ | -
hmnsxblu “hand: s was Tholdingian lan-,
‘terniz i The old hmane/checres: «whis’ 1dog

ful dogr wetre awitheliim,

dmw the mstxcs tlnthcl after the toil5" of |

‘to an ntmck 13 :Bustlmg and bm]\mg, ho :




