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THE 1HAUNTIED TREE. the day were ended, many of whom hadl
to pass this haunted tree.

About fifty years since, upon one of the As a child could pass it harmless when
plains wvhich overspread large portions"of the liglit of the day geàrded the place,
th. soutlh-western part of Maine, certain they woild start in season to puss it)be-
mysterlous things obtried' themselves fore the dusky and fearful hourt f night
upoin the' otice of the connuiinity. liernsed the appearance of these terrors.
They startledl the thouglitless, pizzled But if they, went on foot they would al-
the philosophie, sét the siip1erititionis waysR have thei'r dlog aLcconipanyý themf,
ail agog, and mavide the, timid trem- titi( then not return alone if they could
ble. Unaccoiiitablo sofunds werei heard tind company.' But aftr taking a social
thera ; uinnatural sigis were scen ; and glass, doing their business, listening to
often, without any visible cause, dogs, the goisip'of the day,' hearing the last.rc-
cattle aInd horses were terribly affrighted. ported a scire at the i treo, they would

A liine true, whici stood by :he rond- linger to discusi these mnysteriois aplpcLr-
ide, and whîichi overs) adowed the way ances, pro and con, and 'avow their belief

with it sspreaiding branches, iniiked tilat ordisbeliefin tlhemt.
spot which was Ioted for is wonders. It Sonme who 'were constant attendants
was tall, siraight, andi well proportiomed- upon the prcaching of the nneducated; un-
as fair luto look upon as its nîeigihors-anîd polished, but d'eiply pious minister-oftio
still únd r its deep shadows ailt these un- place, ', voild take a still iliore :serious
accounîîtable piantomnns appeareà. The view of tiese things. 'They would aay:
Surroinding forest was thickly shdded IThese înysterious siglts and sounds
-with the sanni stately grovti. lin the men somcthiig I They auguîr of crimîn--
liglt of day it was hariînless. 1hen the secret, dark, and ;heaven-daring. God is
Sunîî presset lis bright rays throuîgh that mîaking inquisition for blood. Murder
forest, whlen aIl indtuiral objects were uîn- will: out aind tili :the awful secret is
nmistîîkaluly distinct and visible, no fearful divulged tiat spot.will be lnaîunted.
sigit nor souînd alalrmed the passing niiain This would' distmrb ;the sercnity of the
or belint, man behiind the coîinter. lie prided iini-

But whenî the eve 'of day was 1loscd sel f ias above belief in gliosts, witches, and
wlien deep niglt-doubly thick and heavy phaîntons; as too Intelligent to swallow
under those grevn ovcrslialowing trée- down such admissions of spiritual nmani-
tops-walped ll thinus in sable e urtains, festations, or of supernatunraliippearances,
thecn these uisturbing forcès intested thue and he would say,' Nonsense,, nonsense I
place and let loose these iarMels. At is ail imaginationl-all wlims, ail su-

It must be aitlirineu, however, thaît this perstition V'I
treo di not stad tin the inost dreary, Buit ut length lis own turn came to try
frightfuîl spot traced by tlat lonesome these trouble, and to see if it was ail
lighvay. ' bosh auti ganaminn . Returning home

It WIs tot in the iniddleo fthnat gloonmy one evening. upon that, road, as,,he ap-
Iorest Lt stood' narer the side which pronchîed the launtea d troc his horse stop-

bordered on the thickest settleiîent' Not ped short, and stubbornly refuîsce to pass
far above it lay a dark, deep, clilly liol. it. It wotild no icore go. forward, tlan
low-often entered with a shudder- thebeast uipon Nhicli Balaam rode,.when
:which aht. would declare was the fit home the angel of the Lord, with a' drawn
of ghosts and hobgoblins and wher sword in his baud, confronted him.. ,This
practical robberswoiiuld natuîrally select perplexed and!disconcertel our mer-
their amrbush. Still, it son became nio- chant Ibutîit was no plaicn 'to be aîngry.

orions that this apparcntly innocent and Thouiglh ho neither sawmor heard anything
proitsing troe was à hamuted trce-ý unusual ihinselfi hisi noble horse was
narked as such by aIl the sirroiding trembling ýWithfear and''unwilling. to
lnabitants and heralded as siich tl'rounglh advance, às. if, tne rond was 'brist-
Il that region. ": ling'vitlharmedihobgoblins.; Hewhipped
'Iemist ho added linta this spot vhich and goaded himî on still,',ith ia.<nIesperate

rose into sii þuizzling notorietyivas pliinge, lie dashedtoît into,thethick
abolît two miles fron a, lulliupretenti-' sbraggy bushesrusled by;thùobnoxiouîs

isAhamnlet' whurstorés'4:vere kept, in ýtrecand rau at the top of his. speed, un-
wlijeh some usefiil nerliandise couilid be til he brought up,ý panting and treibling,
found bït the gréat article' df tride at lit his owni stable door;m " i n
thit timei s' itîvas'évrywlire, as are Atiothnerincident,whicl is hard topunt
dent'spirits. Many thenregarded Istiong asinotas amere phnantasm. "An oelderly
drinkltcelixirof life whle it twas man ofsa bold;defiant spirit,'wans passing
surely 'gliding tièiiintó giever ditlicultie thatway:inî separtiailly intoxicate ,tstate.
tlian frights aud'heartbeaigsam'thb A.son' 0f six or eight ycarsandlhis faith-
hanutei trec'. But hiùsipïs at the sIop, 'fuil d'g/worc nwithrliim.-As theydruwnear
at-the post ofice, iïnul nöst of'ahl at-the the tree a light "as seen, asif1 some

törésalicénsed tokp nuitdI ellth fisi-, dunible ýhand was 1 iohding,:iln Pan-
irnabl , *much'-ioved bevéragé,' 'Wniill' terni '"The oli nand. cheeredihisdog
draw the rustis' thither after the bliti of to an attack. Bristling and'barking, ho


