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CHRISTIAN.

while the doctrine that Jehovah of
Hosts 'is & threefold Being has no pro-
per evidence to sustain it. It should
be first proved, and then its incompre-
hensibility might be considered,

Bat in presenting the proof of that
doctrine, the Trinitarian leaves himself
justly open to the charge so commonly
but erroneously preferred against the
Unitarian,—that of arraying reason
against revelation. It is admivted and
urged on all hands, by friends and op-
ponents of the doctrine of the Trinity,
that it is not a doctrine of express reve-
lation. 'The highest ground that has
been claimed for it, by its most enlight-
ened advocates, is, that it is a doctrine
of inferential reasoning from the scrip-
ture. It is deduced from the Bible by
some such proeess as this:—First it is
alleged that the employment of a cer-
tain idiomatic expression by the writer
of the Book of Genesis justifies the in-
ference of a plurality of Persons in the
Deity ;*—then it is said that certain
attributes, works, &c. which are predi-
cated of God throughout the scriptures
are likewise predicated of Christ and
the Holy Spirit; and this circumstance,
it is argned, justifies the inference that
Christ and the Holy Spirit are each
Supreme God, as well as the Father
Almighty. Ye need scarcely remind
our readers that every conclusion thus
inferred from stated premises, is accom-
plished by & process of reasoning, and
does in effect depend for its truth on
the correctness of the human judgment
in ascertaining the premises and con-
ducting the reasoning. In this mauner,
then, the doctrina of a tri-personal God
has been drawn from the scriptoves. It
stands merely on a basis of inferential
reasoning. If it were anywhere stated
in the sacred volume that ¢ God is three,’
in would impart an entirely new com-
plexion to the controversy. But we
complain of this human inference, that
it flatly contradicts the authoritative
declarations - of the scriptares.  The
mode of proof could be shown to be
fallacious ; but even if this were not the
case, we should :be -compelled to reject
it on account of its open and unqualified
contradiction of the plainest expressions
of Holy Writ.—« The Father is God,
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is
God ; these three are equal in power
and: glory,” says the Trinitaviun contro-
vertialist, ¢ ‘The Father” is ¢ the only

true God,” says our Lord Jesns Christ.

Here, then, we place the infullible de-
claration of our Saviour, iu opposition to
the inferential reasonings of man. Can
we hesitate a moment as to which should
be believed 7

Who by searching can find out God ?
In the veplies which the Uuitarian and

CLrinitarian would severally make to this
-question, we ean perceive the Trinitarian

tendency to scrutinise, and explain
Deity, farther illustrated. The believer

‘in the doctrine of tri perzonality, hesi-

tates not to divide and expound the
Divine nature. He undertakes to state
what part or person is first, what is se

‘cond, and what is third. Having settled

the division and order of precedence, he
then proceeds to tell, how one person is
« made of none,” another * begotten,”
and another ¢ proceeding.” I1e not only

-explains the relation which the several
-allaged ‘persons of the Deity sustain
towards each other, but also determines

the parts they respectively perform in
the economy of Divine Government. In
short, by reading the creeds and formu-
laries of Trinitarians, we shall be led to
believe ‘that they had * by searching”
fouud out the incomprehensible Jehovah,
Thus it is that men betimes
¢ rash in, where angels fear to tread.”

¢ Who by searching can find out God ¥’
The Unitarian is8 more reverent in his
mode of treating this question. He pre-
sumes not to penetrate the depths of the
Divine nature, as.the Trinitarian dves

- He hows before the incomprehensibility

of Deity. e offers the reply which

© * We inay state here, however, that this por-
tion of the.process has been considered unsatisfuc-
tory and unsound by some of the ablest contro-
versialists on that side of the question. = Calvin
designates such inferences as © vivent interpreta«
tlons,” :

the records of revelation furnish :—
««There is but one God, the Father;”"—
« God is Oune ;”—¢ God is a Spirit"—
« God is love ;"—¢ His tender mercies
are over all his works.”  With such ane
swers, drawn from an infallible source,
the Unitarian is satisfied to rest.

Mark the two modes of reply. Let
him that readeth reflect and anderstand.
———
UNITARTANISM IN TORONTO.

Early in the last month, the Rev. J.
Cordner, of the Unitarian Chuareh in
this city, made a visit to Toronto, and
preached there on two Sabbaths. A
commodions chapel in George’s Street,
formerly owned and ocenpied by the
British Wesleyans, was procured as a
place of meeting. The services were
publicly notified, and the attendance on
them was good,—better, we shonld say,
than was anticipated. This was the first
time, as far as can be ascertained, that
religious serviees were held in Toronte
by a minister of onc denomination.
Several persons were drawn together
and made known to each other as Unit-
arians, who had never been matually
acquainted as such before.  Some of
these had been brought up in our faith
before coming to this country, while
others had become Unitarians by their
own ealm reflection and candid inguiry
in religion. A meeting of those inter-
ested in the matter was held, for the
purpose of considering the establishment
of a worshipping society. Those who
assembled manifested a very laudable
degree of carnestness, and passed some
wseful and important resolutions. They
have taken means to sccure the use of
the George's St. Chapel, and have agreed
to hold private meetings for religious
exercises there, couducted by some of
the members themselves, until the ser-
vices of a suitable minister can be ob-
tained.

We have confidence in the prudence
and zeal of our brethren in Toronto.
The aundiences which Mr, Cndner ad-
dressed while there, were quite as large
as those to which he preashed when he
first came-to Montreal, about twenty
months ago.  Since that time the regn-
lar members of the Montreal Society
have fully doubled in unumbers, a con-
gregation has been organised which is
still steadily increasing, and a new and
substantial charch edifice erected for
their nse. These facts should impart
encouragement and hope to our Toraonto
friends. At the same time, we feel
bouud to warn them of the many diffi-
calties that may lie in their way, but we
beseech them not to be easily discone-
aged. Those difficalties spring mainly
from that unacquaintance with Unitarian
principles, which so generally prevails.
Timrous minds, ave afraid of —they know

not what, prejudice shuns and abhors—

cure a Society and a sanctuary in which
they can worship God, according to the
dictates of their consciences.  May the
God and Guardian of all truth assist
them in their effort, and hasten the day
when the Christianity of Christ, shall
be established in the world, on the ruins
of the theology of men !
————

BOOKS.

We would direct the attention of our
readers to the advertisement of Books
which appeirs in another column of our
present sheet.  Of Channing's Works
we need say nothing. They ave now
largely civenfated and extasively known,
The edition of Dr. Dewey's Wotks now
offered for sale is quite a new one. It
comes from the same publishers that is-
sued the ¢ People’s edition’ of Channing,
~Messrs, Simms and M:Intyre, of Al-
dine Chambers, London, and Belfast,
freland. 16 contains, in one substantial
and handsome volume, all the published
works of the author, comprising ¢« Dis-
courses on various subjects,” those on
Commerce, Society, and Polities,” thosc
on ¢ Huoman Life,” and those « in Hlus-
tration and defence of Unitarianism,” to-
gether with ¢ 'Fhe Old World and New”
and « Miscellaneons Discourses and Es-
says.””  “The Old World and New” is
the title given to a lengthened and in-
teresting series of remarks, presented to
the public in the form of a Journal, kept
by Dr. Dewey during a tour in Earope.
— Livermore’s Commentary on the four
Gospels, now offered for sale, is reprint
ed from the American Edition, and pub-
lished by the Northern Suunday School
Association of Treland. It comprises in
one larger volume, ‘all the Comments
contained in the first and second volumes
of the American Jidition, but without
the text.—We would earnestly recom-
mend our readers and friends to pro-
cure these books for themselves, and
assist in their cireulation.

—‘4:——

CANADA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.

The Upper Canada Christian Conference held
its annual session for 1845, on 7th July last, in
Oshawa, C. W.  Our General - DMeeting was
truly intevesting : we had good, sound, spiritual
preaching, a large congregation, and good atten~
tion.
We trast the fruits of the meeting will he seen
in eternity to the glovy of God.
one of some interest, not so much union ag was
We re~
weived a delegation from the Unitarian Congre-

Cur session was
desirable—reports generally favourable.

gation at Montrveal, in the person of their worthy
ard talented Pastor, the Rev. Mr, Coxpyew.
from whom we heard, on Monday evening, one
of the best sermons in favour of the liberal prin-
c¢iple of the Gospel we ever listened to. We
gratetully ackuowledge their favour in notiving
us by a delegation, ‘and shall consider them fel-

it knows not what, and dogmatisin de-
nounces—it knows not what.  Inany
case, we implore our friends not to ‘re.
turn railing for railing.” ‘Their system,
if they understaud it aright, will raise
them above mental timidity, narrow pre-
judice, and unhesitating dogmatism, and
we hope they will never descend to em

ploy the weapons of auy of these. The
Christinnity of the New 'Testament
teaches not mental fear, it speaks of ra-
tional enquiry, and a sound mind ; it re-
commends not a narrow prejudice, but
inculeates universal love——nlove so truly
universal, that no child of humanity is
exeladed. It sanctions not a harsh and
thoughtless dogmatism, but instructs us
to maintain a proper respect for the con-
scientious opinions’ of others. Wlhile
we advise our friends not to resort to
such unseemly methods as may possibly
be directed against them, we must not
fail at the same time to recommend them
to neglect no proper opportunity of ex-
tending a knowledge of their principles.
This we conceive to be the simple and
proper way of connteracting all gainsay-
ers. Let the world, if possible, know

what Unitarian Christinnity really is.
1f it be true, let it snceeed, and'if it be
not true, we do not wish its success.
Most sincerely do we hope our friends
in Taronto may accomplish the work in
which they nre engaged. Most sincerely

do we hope they may be enabled to se-

tow-labourers in favor of an uncorrupted Gespel.
—Christian Luminary.
PR S
"UNITARIANS IN SCOTLAND.

The Rev. George Havris, formerly of Glas-
gow, and more recently of St. Mark’s Chapel,
Edinburgh, has accepted the pastoral charge of
the Unitarinn congregation of Neweastle-upon.
Tyne, England.

On dr, Harris’s notice of his intended resig-
nation becoming penerally known, carnest wishes
were expressed that he should visit the fiiends
in different parts of the country, Uefore his de.
partare from Scotland. Variety of circumstances
unfurtunately prevented the full accomplishment
of these intentions and desires.  Happy and in-
strnetive hours and days weve, however, spent
with long-known and highly-esteemed friends in
Greenock, Glasgow, Aberdeen, and East Lothian.
Sunday evening, April 13, Mr. Flarris preazhed
in the assembly rooms, Falkirk, to a lavge audi-
ence; Sunday, April 27, crowded congregations
filled to uverflowing the chapel at Aberdeen, on
the  morning and afternoon of which duy" he
preachied in that city. Tt had been his design to
preach in Glasgow on Sunday, May 11, nnd on
the evening of that day, at Paisley ; but _ﬂlé un-
expeeted departure of Mr. Boucher, for Irelind
and England, on the affaivs of the Glasgow cha-
pel, frustrated the design.  In the marniug of

Thessalonians, ii. 19, and in the afternoon de-
livered his furewell  discourse, - av - Edinborgh,

which was founded on Aets xx, 27,3!,32,

Sunday, May 18, Mr. ’I-Im'ris 1)[‘(‘:!(:!10" from Ist ) '

Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining a
suitable place for the farewell entertaiument to
My, Hlarris, on his depurture from Scotland ;5
but the Oak Ilall, Bristo Pluce, havifig’been
finally fixed upon, the ineeting was held in jt, on
Monday evening. May 19. * The hall was taste~
tully decorated with evergreens and floweis, and
was crowded in every part, even to inconvenictce.
Old and young seemed equally interésted in the
proceedings, and all were animated by kindly
feelings, ecarnestness, and enthusiasm. . - Many
friends were also present from Glasgow, Falkirk,
Dollar, and other places ; and from others still,
Tetters of regret at compelled absence, from varl-
ous causes, were received, giving evidence of
warmest approbation and sympathy in the objects
of the meeting. . : o

About seven o'clock, on the motion of the See~
retary to the Cougregation, Mr. R.7R: Nelson,
seconded by the acclamations of the assembly,
George Hope, Esy of Fenton Barns, was éalled
to the chitiv, and Mr. Morison, Leith:Strect, one
of the oldest members of the congregation, ‘was
appointed  Vice-President. o
The Chnirman, Mr. Hope, thenread thie'resa-~
Tutions of a Specinl General Meeting of the Con-
gregation of St. Marks, held an Sunduy, 20d
Mareh, 1815, Mr G. I, Girle in.the Chair.

On the motion of Dr. Garduer, recorided by
Mre, Philip, it was vuanimously and cordially

Resolved,~—*¢ Thut tha conduct of the Rev.
George Iarris, aa Minister of this Chupel since
October 1541, has been distingnished by zeal,
talent, indefatigable industry and assiduity, aud
unceasing efforts to prowmuote the important inter«
ests coufided to bim, ) o

“*T'hat his personal conduct has procured for
him the highest esteem and vespeet of his' Con-
gregation, to whom his departure from Edinburg
will be a subject of very sincere and heartfelt
regret,

« That in order to mark the sense entertained
by his people, of hls merits aml sucrifices, it ia
expmdient that a subseription should-be ralsed,
for the purpose of presenting him with a pecuni.
ary donation, at such time prior to his departure
from Tdlinburg, as the Committee may deters
wmine."” . .

Memorials weve then read from the Unitarian
Churches of Glusgow aud Aberdeen, and from
the Unitavian body in Seotland,

The resolutions and memorials, all béautifully
engrossed on vellum, were then presented by, the
Chairman to Mr. Tarris, in name of the differ-
ent bodies by whom' they had been forwarded.
The feelings excited by the réading of these me-
morinls cannot be expreﬁéud H nor,!hg-i g!it_h\iéniilil
which responded to their vavious pnssages, and
the remarks of Mr, Hope, be adequately des.
cribed, Acclamation after acclamation mnnifested
the heartfelt response they found jn every breart.
It was an overpowering scene,. and can never. by
forgotten' by those who witnessed jt,.~ "

The Memorial from the Unitarian. Christinng
of Scotland, with the sheets of signitures from
the different Congrégations and Missionary Sta-
tions, including also the resoluddsns and memo-
rials of the Congregations ot Edinburgh, Glasgow,
and Aberdeen, all ‘very handsomely bound | td-
gether in purple moroceo, have béen forwarded ‘to
Mr. Harris, nt Neweastle. This interesting'and
valuable voluine, bears the following inséription
in gold letters ;—¢ Memorial from the Unitarian
Christiuns of Scotland, to, the Rev.  Georg
Harris, (on his removal .to Newecastle-upon-
Tyne,) as n Token and Testimony of their Sin-
eere Gratitude and Esteem for his Faithful and
Zewlons Lahours among them, during s period
of Twenty five years, May 19, 1845.” One
hundred volumes of haikdsomely bound books
aceompanied the manuseript volume,

‘Other highly prized testimoninls of ‘private
fricndship were sent to Mr. Harris, both from
Glasgow and Edinburgh. . Amongst ilie Jatter,
it is grateful to recard the following inseripiion,
prefixed to & benatifully bound volume of Thom-
son’s “ New Universul Guzetteerand Geograph-
ical Dictionavy "= "I'hiﬂ.V(lllifﬁé;'rﬁgdi'nili'eiy
ewblematic of the Christian. Unitaviau’s *Hope,
the gathering together of all Natious in'one' Botid
of Union, irrespective of colour, caste, o clime
is, with esteem, love, and verierition, respectfully
presented to the Rev, George Farris, Father of
Scotlund’s Unitarlan Christians, by and lu grates
ful acknowledgment of the benefits’ theéy ‘have
received from bis teachings and advice, 'which
have ever ténded to lead them't sce God in‘every
thing and everything in' Gad, ~May 19, 1845,

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,
The annual visitation exercises”of the' Cima
bridge (U.8.) Divinity School téok plice 'on the
18th July, before'a large atid attentive audierice.
The gradunting class ‘vumberéd thiviéen; being
targer Ly more than one half, thin that of 'iist
year.—The prospects of - the Divinity ' School
were tiever go flittering as’ o piesént,a gréater
nuinber 'of students being connected with it now
and a larger number abiout fo enter, we Lollve,
than ever before.—Hoston Christian World. .
The_new Unitarian Church i’ Netv York,
(Rev. Me. Bellows's,) will be dedicated'bn ‘the
2204 October. A Conveiition 'of Unitirians
from all parts of the country will be held at thiat

time and place. =" L
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" NOTICE. . i
625" ‘The hoiirs of Pablic Worship'-on

duys, in the Unitarian Chapel, Montreal," afeim
Eveviex in the Forenoon, and Half.past ‘Skvix .

'

in the Evening.—Free Sittings are provided for
Strangers. ' ' o




