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EXCEPTA MANLQIE:(’}BORN OFWATER,

——

Through the columns of tho Messenger and Visitor
several of the Baptist preachors have been giving
their views of Johniii. 5. Ono aflirms—that by
the term water in the expression ** Except a man
be born of water,” the Saviour meant ‘¢ word.”
Another—that {he Saviour refers to tho fleshly or
natural birth,

The Rov, G. D. MacDonald, (formerly of P.E.I.,)
but now of Nowton Contre, Mass., takes exception
to the above views, and in a well written articlo,
from which we take the followiug extracts set forth
in tho main, what we bhelieve to be the Saviour's
moaning. Wo have, here and thore throughout tho
extracts,placed in LaroE TYPE (fortho sake of arrest-
ing the attention of our readers),cortain expressions,
somo of which are in conflict with views recently
presented by the M. & 7., when discussing the
dootrine of faith alone:

“I read with interest the viows of Bros. Hughes
snd ““ Novus” on John iii. 6; but cannot accopt
either. The tendency to spiritualize and allegorize
the simple, yet profound uttorances of the blessed
Word is too common, and always dangerons where
it is poasiblo to avoid it. I do not think that Christ
kimself speaking to Nicodemus on a mattar so vital
and so practical, would gpeak sc obscurely as the
views of these brothron would compol. If he meant
o have taught the view expressed by Bro. Hughes
would it nut have beon as easy for him to have
sid “word”as‘* water!” When in the passage before
us, he said ¢* upirit > he meant spirit; when he said
‘““any man' he meant any man; when he snid
¢4 enter into,” he meant cutar into; when he said
“‘born of the Spirit " the meant it, aud when he said
‘“boin of water’” he meant that. Bro. H. says in
his 1ast article: ‘¢ All I have to say on that idea is
that if it can be made out by any fair or reasonable
exegesis that our Lord meant by the phrase ‘King-
dom of God,* the Christian church, then I submit
that he meant to say that a man must be born of
the Spirit and baptized in water before he can
properly enter into the Christian church., But 1
think there aro few who will take this view of his
langusge.” I happen to be one of this fow,
if few they be. The term ‘Kingdom of God.”
So far as it has any reference, to this life,
in my opinion, means the rule of God iu the
heart of the regenerate, having its visible, aud to
buman eye, its only manifestation in the organiza-
tions brought into existence by the King himself,
and by him deuominated his church or churches,

John the Baptist introduced bimself to the Jews
of Palestine by declaring that the kirgdom of
heaven was at hand, and by preaching the . ECRssITY
OF REPENTANGE AND BAPTISM IN WATRR TO ENJOY
its priviloges and blessings, Jesus Himself soon
followed saying, *‘ The kingdom of God is at hand,
repent yo and believe the Gospel.”

To say the term *‘ Kingdom of God» meant the
rule of God in the heart apart frdtn & visible mani.
festation of itin church organization and church
life, would be, according to Luko xvi. 16, to deny
that God ever ruled in human hearts until the days
of John the Buaptiat, for this passage states *f the
Jaw and the prophets were until John, since that
time the Kiogdom of God is preached and overy
man passeth into it.” If the Kingdom of God is
the rale of Gud in the heart, morely, it existed on
earth in the days of Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses, David, and many othersin their day;
but the setting up of the Kingdom of, God has been
SINCR THE DAYS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, hence, it
must mean more than the rule of God in the hearts
of His elec.

In this pussage the King of the Kingdom Him-
solf teaches Nicodemus that it is a visible as well
as & spiritual organization, which cannot indoed
te seen in it spiritual character, and for which

»

there can be no fitnoss without tho birth from
above. Such instruction from Jesus to a ““ ruler of
tho Jows ' was most natural and necessary to teach
him tho essontial differenco botween ‘tho kingdom”
which he came to establish and that to which Nioo-
demus bolonged, which was but its type. He further
teaches him that oven if the birth from above takes
place, enabling the soul to “‘see the kingdom,” and
fitting it to be one of its subjects, entrance cannot
be oblained without the birth in water, or in other
words, baptism. ¢ Excopt a man be born again he
cannot see the Kingdom. . . . . Ixcept a man be
born of water and of the spirit ho canuot enfer into
tho kingdowm.” Noto well that the seeing is con-
nected with the birth of the apirit, and the entering
in connected with tho birth of water as woll as of
the spirit.”

CONFESSIONS OF FA[TH--CONFISS-
- IONS OF QPINION.

Aftor all that has been said on this subject, there
is not a sect in this country, of which we have heard,
that has a confession of faith, properly so called.
They have books and pamphlots, which they call
by this name, and by which they imposo upon them-
selves and upon one another.  If it be not too late,
w6 would give them a true and proper name, a name
which we are assured overy man of geod sonse and
of common education must approve, as well as agree
to discard the common namo as a misnomer, as in-
correct, and as absurd. Tho proper name of those
instruments is, doubtless, according to ko English
language, a confession of opinion, or, confessions of
opinions. If there bo any differenco between faith
and opinion, (and that there is, all languages and
dictionaries declare), thon the name we have given
them is perfectly apropos, and thoir common name
perfectly incongruous.

All writers on faith, properly so-called, define it
to bo ‘“'The beliof of ‘estimony, either human or
divine.” And opinion is, *‘ tho notions, jndgment,
or view which the mi.d forms of anything.” For
example, I believe the testimony which God has
given to Jesus of Nazarath, or I believo that Jesus
of Nazareth is the Messiah, tho Son of the living
God. This is a well-attested fact, in proof of which
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit have
given, or agreo in one testimony. Concerning this
person, Hig mission and character, various opinions
may bo formed. Al things testified of Him are
articles or items of beliof; and all views, judgments,
or notions formed of the things testified, are mat-
ters-of opinion. Now all the abatract views of God
and man, of things present and future, with which
theso confessions are roplete, are matters of opinion;
and as the genoral character of these books should
fix upon them their name, they should be styled
Confessions of Opinions, Toapeak philosophically,
I believe what is testified, I know what T have
observed or experienced, and [ am of opinion inall
things speculative, It is trno, in ono sense, I may
ba said to know what I have belioved, when my
faith has been proved by obaervation and experience.
But tho terms faith, knowledge and opinion, should
nover be confounded. I beliove that Jesus Christ
died for our sins, I know that the sun gives us light,
and I am of apinion that all infants dying shall bo
saved.

A person’s faith is alwags bounded by testimony;
his knowledge by observation and experience ; and
his opinions commence where both these terminate,
and may be boundless as God’s creation or as human
invention. Perfect frecdom and liberty should be
granted to all opinions. Tho faith of Christians
should bb goarded and circumsoribed by the rovela-
tion of God, and every man's knowledge admitted
to bo co-extensivo with his observation and experi-
ence. In matters of this world, thoso distinctions
avs realized and acted upon overy day, A killed B,
O believes it, D knows it, and E is of opinion that
A Lilled B. © believes it to be true, because three

creditable persons havo swern [that thoy saw him

doit. D, ono of the three witneases, knows it to
be true, becauso he saw'it done.- And E, who
noithor heard the testimony or saw the deed, but
from some circumstances detailed to him, is of
opinion that it is true. These distinotions are, we
prosume, ovidently correct. A superficial roader
may object that Thomas is said to have belioved
what he saw. But those who attend to all the
cirocumstances will 8o that he bolioved the testimony
which bo had boefore heard, when cortain evidencos
wore presented to his eyes. In this sonse the term
may, by oven correct speakers, be often used, But
onough is said to suggest o train of roflections
which must issue in tho conviction that our con-
feasions of faith are confessions of opinions, and as
such ought to have nothing to do with the union,
communion, and harmony of Christiana. ¢ Thore

is one faith,” says tho apostle, but nowhere in the
volume is it 8aid, thore is ono opinion. Every new
roligicus estublishment, founded upon one opinion
will comeo to ruin, as all tho past have done, and as
all the present are doing. But the gates of hades
shall not provail against those who build on the one
faith, which is boautifully and properly called **The
Rock,” A, CaMPBELL,

The Samily,

BUI" DON’T YOU TELL,

Duar Mrs. Jones, I’'m glad you called ! .
1 hoped you'd come to-day,

Nouw have you heard what awful things
Thoy toll of Elder Gray ?

You haven’t 7 Why I heard last night
That some one heard in town

He wont to seo the Black Crook show,
Along with Deacon Brown,

But don'’t you tell, I'm sure-you won't—
Perhaps it isn’t 80 3

Bat, really, that ia what they say—
I don’t pretend to know.

Now, Mrs, Jones, do you suppose
That Mr. Sinith would cheat ?

I'm told by those who ought to know,
Ho swindles on his meat.

Two ounces short a pound, they say,
And just the same on tea;

Aud he, a member of the church,
Along with you and me !

But don't you tell, I'm sure you won't—

. Perhaps it isn’t 80 ;

But, really, that is what thoy say—

T don’t pretend to know.

They say that Thompson and his wife
Just quarrel night and day.

He's jealons, Wall perhaps there’s canse—
That's not for me to say.

The way that woman puts on airs—
Neow hat and diamond ring,

And gad, gad, gadding all the time,
With beaux upon her string.

But don’t you tell, I'm sure you won’t—
Perhaps itisn’t 50 ;

But, really, that is what they say—
1 dod’t pretend to know.

They say that Mra. Johnson's got
A new silk dress, and sho

Don’t pay her washing bill, I'm told—
It camio quite straight to me.

It’s hinted that her husband drinks
And gambles on the sly ;

But then folks gossip so, you know,
But thank my atars, not 1!

Now don’t you tell, I'm sura you won't-—
These things msay not bo s0 ;

Bui, really, that is what they say—

1 don’t pretend to know.
—Uno Who.



