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MEN, WOMEN9 AND UHNIS IN CENERAL.
The motion of censure dircctcd against the Gladstone Governmcnt on

accounit of the faîl of Khartoum was defeated by a majority of 14. Had
it flot been for the presenit position of the franchise and redistribution of-
seatis nicabures it is certain that Gladbtone would have resigned and left his
critics free to shape their own policy in the Soudan. The appeal wvill be
made to the country before many rnonths have elapsed, but it wvid be.to the
ncw constituencies crcated by the above measures, flot to the ones that
have e: 'stcd so long unchangcd. WVhat the resuit of such an appeal will
bc when it is made no ni can confidently predict, but there nccd be littde
doubt that in tic long run the new dcmocracy will be against usele-s for-
eign wars, the one in the Soudan iîîcludcd. The desertion oif Mr. Glad-
stone wvas by the WVhigs, uiio the Radicals, and proiiipîly caine to Mr.
Gochen from the Lîberals of Edinburgh the message that they could no
longer think or accepting hisn as their candidate. No doubt, Mr. Goclien
expected this, but the very haste to give utterance to such an expression
shows hiow stron., a hold Gladstone lias yet even on a city district wliich is
far froni Radical. If hc conscntâ to remain at the he:ad of the Governmi.nî
wvhcn tic appeal to thc country is made, his naine will prove a rower of
strength to his triends. 'rhere is none so effective to conjure the rural
voter with.

The Newv York ?'ab/ei', an Irish Catholic journal, stirrcd up a discus-
sion the olher day by calling Thomas Moore the "prince of snobs and butt
of lords." Having been taken to task for its expression, the Tablet put in a
very good derence if it did not tnake out its case. There are many tacts
connectcd wîth Moore'b biography whiclî go to show that he wvas tiot a
high.mînndcd mari, but no one can dcny that hie wrote sonie v'cry tair
poeîry, tie sentimenît ut wlîicl belie.; mucli of his lite He aroused patri-
otism for Ireland witlîout feeling muitch, or sacrificing niuch for her iiiim-
self. He ncîcr alloved his love of tlîc country in whose ca.use lie sang to
cost hîmui an) 1)jurt;un ut the solid coai§ort lie enioycd in England. It is, nu
doub;, f. um tliib point ut N *L% tîtat lie is judgcd b> the 2'abld, and it is flot
an utifair oue in the case of a ma.n nakîi"g Moore'b prcîensiuns to love of
Irelaîid.

Tîxat a private niember of P1arliam»ent inay serve a good purpose by
advancitîg the cause of social and poL.tical reforni lias frequently b.en
shown iii thec Engisla Parliatuecnt. The bucccssful pioaîotivn ut the flall.it
Act by the late Mr. Grote and others i.t a case in point, Plimsoll's law pro-

tecting nierchant seainen is another, and Sir WVilfrid Lawson's lot.al Option
movemient is a third. It is strange that in titis new country, with cvils to
correct tîtat arc less formidable to grapple with, there should be so little
initiative in private mnembers. Mr. Meiedith, the leader of the Opposition
in the Ontario Legi siature, miade a dash the otlier day, tand mnade it so
successfully as to cause one to wonder wiuy lie does flot more frequently
leave the beaten track of party strategy. TIme ineasure lie introduced was
one to protect employecs froîin the hiardship of btearing ail their owtî losý
fromn injuries when tîmese arc not causcd by tlîeir own neglm;gencc. The
principle aimed rit is unduubtedly a just one, and wlîile there many be
différences of opinion as to the pr(:cise effect or sonie of the clauses of Mr.
Mereditli's bill, lie is cntitled to the credit of Iîaving been the irst 10 caîl public
attention 10 the need of legislation and, to secure fromn the Govcrniiett
a îtledge that ncxt ycar the inatter wuuld bc deait witli in a Mînistcrial
mnicsure.

One of the arguments used against such nîcasures is that thecy tend
towvards socialism, and this contention is quite correct. The terni socialist
has corne in Europe to signity with some degree of definiteness those who
beliove in etilairging the sphere and functions of the statc and narrowing
those of the individual. The diiposition of the socialists is to louk to thie
state for the mitigation of ail hardships, the redre.s of ail grievances, the
cure oif aIl evils. A benevolent despotismn is for them the best kind of
government, provided the despotic governinent is one îiîey can ovcrîhirowv
when they differ in opinion from it. Tiiose îvho are ait the opposite pole-
followers of Herbert Spencer, for instance-thinl, government interferes too
rnuch now, and that individuals would be better for hiaving to depend more
on themselves for protection agyainst the inevitabie troul)lei of lite.

In Gernîany the socialists are very numerous and they have a consi-
derable representation in Parliaimient. To such an extent have the,-
instilled their ideas into the people that B3ismiarck has fouand it nccess- .y to
cultivate the latter by passia., an Act inl 1883 t0 insure workingniei iagainst
sickness, and one inl 1884 tb insure theni against accidents. %Vith the
econo.lc effects of these nieasureb I arn flot now conccrncd. My object
is to show the tendency of things in Gertnany, and to illustrate what is
meant wvhen a measure like Mr. Meredith's 'lemnployers' liability " bill is
described as a socialistic mneasure. A siiiilar tendcncy is observable
in the speeches of somne of the English public mcen, notably of joseph
Chamberlain r'nd of the Mai-quis of Salisbury, who scemi to be bidding
against ecd ot:-er for the votes of tic new deinocracy. 1:his tend ency is
at the bottoîn of mucli of the land agitation in both Irelind amîd Scotiand.
How far it will be allowcd to display itself will depend grcaîly on the
extent t0 which the existing obstacles to frce and chcap conveyance of
land fromn seller to buyer arc removed b>' Jegiqiation. One thing, at least,
the working -1iss arc clearly entitled to deniand-tlîc repeal of aIl JaîWs
which place them under any disadvantage as coniparcd whth the rest of the
community. ONLOOKER.

GQ7cral ewe.

OANADIAN.
Hon. Isaac Burpec, .M.P. for St. John, N.B3., died in New York, on

Sunday, afier a lingering illness.
Hon. Mr. Hamnilton, Mr. Millcr's successnr as Attorney-General for

,Maniitoba, wvas yesterdmy elected for Southi Wininipeg.
1rofessor George Btickland, Dclputy-Miiiister of Agriculture, died at

about one o'clock on Saturday morning, ant the Central 1>ohicc Station.
E lections iîîîder tîme Canada Temiperance Act will take place in Wcel-

lîngion Cuunmy, on April 211d. Returniiig officer, WVilliam White. In
Chicutitinuli, Que., on Alpril 9 tlî , rcturning uficer, Si.rifr Busse.

Mr. 1). McifCr.tic>,M., for East Kent, aîîd only sunivtvng- brothier
of Williami McCraney, MN.P. for Halton, died at tîte residence of tlie latter,
nt Oakville, on Saturday morning.

rThe British Columnbia Legislaiure by a vote of twvenîy-thrcc to one re-
enaeîed the Anti-Ciiinesc linnga!ion Bill, passed finst session and dis-
allowed at Ottawa. The fil imposes stringent penalties on any person
brziiîg a Uimnamian itb the Province, and 1)rovi(les for a fine and
impribunnient ut ail Clinam,-:n sdîo entes the çountry un aiiy pretext what-
ever.


