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"HE CANADA CITIZEN. p

resolution unanimously :— That this mevting heartily endorse the
submission of the Scott Act in the county of Brant, and pledie
themselves to give their strongest support to that objecs.”  Temper-
ance liternture was freely discussed among the audience.  Au invit-
ation was given to any opponent of the Scott Act to come to the
platform, where they were assired of equal length of hearing and
fair play, but this offer wasmot accepted.

BrucE.—A very enthusiastic meeting was held in the church, at
Riversdale, on the 20th ult., in the interest of the Scott Act. The
chair was occupicd by Mr. John Lockbart, who, in his usual humor-
ous style directed the meeting very-suce ssfully. The fir-t speaker
was Mr. Steele.  He showed the cost of the liquor trafli to the na-
tion, and the misery entailed by it on individuals, families, and
society in general. Mr. King, of Enniskillen, followed, and with
telling effect explained the provisions of the Act, showed its super
iority over the Dunkin Act, and related the working of the Act in
the counties in which it had been introduced. Mr. John Arnott, in
an exceedingly demonstrative manner, denounced the li.quor.tmﬁl.c,
proving that he and other laboring men, against their will, did
more to support the hotels than those who drank. The money
which should go to pay honest debts went to buy whiskey. Asa
general rule it was not their own money drunkards spent. At thas
stage there was an invitation given to any present to show cause
why the Scott Act should not be submitted, which invitation was
accepted by James Marshali, hotel-keeper, who spoke very w. il con-
si.cring the want of sympathy for his cause in the meeting. At
the close there was a vote tuken whether or not the Scott Act shoutd
be submitted in this county. Against the submission of it stoud up
two hotel-keepers, two strangers from Walkerton, ant two others,
making six. 1n favor of submitting it ncarly all the rest of the
church full rose to their feet.

WELLINGTON.—A large and enthusiastic meeting of the temper-
ance workers of Wellington county and the city of Guelph was con-
vened under the auspices of the Ontario Branch of the Dominion
Aliiance in tbe Presbyterian Church, Fergus, on the 27th ult, to
take into consideration the desirability of sulritting the Canada

¥ Temperance Act in the county and city. Upwards of one hundred

delegates from the vari us municipalities were in attendance. Many
of the temperance workers claimn that both the county and city will
adopt the Canada Temperance Act by a good majority. The Salva-
tion Army will become an importans factor in the contest in ths
county. The Arny at Guelph were represented at tlic conventiun,
by Messrs. Clark, Ruddy, and Swaysen. One of these gentlemen
stated in the convention that he had been one of the most active
opponents of the Dunkin act in the last contest, but he would now
vo.c and work for the adoption of this Act in the city of Guelph,
Considerable feeling was manifested in the convention at the action
of certain hotel keepers in the village, who had icfused to entertain
anyone attending the meeting. The oppuneits of the Act claiin
that it will be defeated by a very large majority.

The Rev. Mr. Griffin, of Guelph, was clected chairman, and the
Rev. Mr. Blake was appointed sceretary.  The chairman, after briefly
stating the obj cts of the meeting, introduced the Rev. John Smith,
of Toronto, Vice-President of the Dominion Alliance. Mr. Swnith,in
a short but able address, sketched the history of the Canada Tem-
perance Act, giving its leading provision and the success which had
attended its enforcement in the countics and cities where adopted.
The reports of the delegates us to the state of temperance sentiinent

2 and prospects of adopting the Act in the various municipalitics were

of the most encouraging character; all agreed that in recommending
that the agitation should be commenced at once. The delegates
from Guelph reported that city as ripe for agitation, and expressed
the opinion that the Scott Act would be carried in Guelph by a
good ngjority. The following yesoluti n from the Cungregational
Cuurch, of that city, was read: “Whereas intemperance is the
greatest curse-of our age, and is sapping the foundation of our in-
stitutions as well as destroying the bodies and souls of men, and

_ whereas the traffic 1s destructive of the best interests of this coun-

try, and of the entire Dominion, be it therefore resolved that it is
the opinion of this Chuich that the time has arrived for the agitation
and adoption of the Scott Act in the county of Wellington, as well
as in the city of Guelph. Resolved further, that the delegates ap-
pointed to the Fergus Couference be and are hereby instructed to
convey to that Conference the best wishes of this Church for the

_success of the movement contemplated.” The following resolution

was then unanimonsly adopted . “ Resolvad that in the upinion of
this Convention the tim. has arrived whon it is desiiable to agitato
for the adoption of the Canada Tunperance Act i the county of
Wellington and city of Guelph.

"The following officers were then cleeted :—Rev. Mr. Mullen, Fer-
aus, President ; Mr. Eastell, Seeretary; G. S, Arms, Treasurer. The
following persons were appointed Vice-Presidents in the several
wunicipalities :— Arthur village, Rev. Mr. Thorne; Arthur township,
W. Ceeshman; Avamosa, L. Pankinson;  Erin, Rev. Mi. Fowler, W
Garafraxa, Dr. Mimnie; W, Luther, Mr. Frear; Minto, Dunean Me-
Lean ; Maryborough, J. Robertson: Leel, Thomas Garbutt; Puslinch,
Hugh Reid ; Guelph township, T. S, Anderson; Harriston, Rev. Mr.
Campbell; Nichol, Mr. Rennie; Palmerston, Rev, Mr. Auld; Clifford,
Rev. My, Stevens; Mt. Forest, Rev. Dr. Aylesworth, Elora, Mr. Speneer;
Fergus, Mr. Clyne; Drayton, John Fisher; Pilkington, George
Wright; City of Guelph, Rev. Mr. Griflin.  After the transaction of
some preliminary business, the Convention adjourned.

MASS MEETIXG.

The mass meeting held in the Presbyterian Church in the even-
ing was largely attended.  The prindipal speaker was the Rev. Jolin
Smith, of Toronto, who in an able and cloquent address urged the
clectors of Wellington County to adupt the Scott Act. In the course
of his address lie said their were thiee ways w treat this evil :—1st
Let it alone and allow free trade in liquor. This, no one dare to
advoeate.  2nsd. To licenseit.  He (the speaker) was opposed to the
license system, which hie termed a diabohienl sy stens, first, because it
counteracted the benevolent dusigns of suciety, and second, beeause
it was contrary to the principles of presentiy e legislation, and lastly,
because no license law ever had been or could beenforeed.  He con-
tinued that there was but one remedy, and that was te prohibit it.
He was favorable to compensation, but wanted to sce both sides

.compensated.  Mr. Smith was listened to with marked attention.

A large Convention of delegates frum different parts of the
county of Wellingtou was held at Forgus, on the 26th ult., when it
was decided to organize and submit the Scote Act to the people at
an carly date.

SincoE—The Scott Xet agitation is assmming some rather lively
aspects in the nortliern part of the county of Simcoe. Scveral
meetings have been held this week, Mr. Wiliiam Burgess, of Toronto,
being the principal speaker anmounead. Iutinstions of the meetings
were sent to the representatives of the Anti-Scott et party, but no
one from that side attemded. The mecting was hidd at Jarmatt's
Corners, and, considering the weather, the attendatiee gave evidence
of a strong feeling in favor of the Act.  The Rev. d. H. Harris,
(Episcopal), who is the Viee Presidunt of the Association fur the
township, presided, and in addition to Mr. Burgess’ speech the Rev.
Mr. Fairbairn addressed the meeting.  On Tuesday night a mecting
was held at Warminster.  Here, however, the fidd was contested by
the Anties. Mr. C. Moore, of the Central hotel, of this town, drove
over with Mr. McCosh, a well-known lawyer.  After Mr. Burgess’
address, in which he gave o complete statement of the nature and
operation of the Act, Mr, McCosh arose and spoke for an hour and
a quarter, contending that the Act was a speculation; that in Hal-
ton, where it was on trial, it was a Tailure, and that prohibition, like
wooden nutmegs, was a Yankee invention.  He also argued that the
hotel-keepers paid a large portion of the revenue which the farmers
would have to pay if they had projibition.  During his reply r.
Burgess was interrupted by shricks and groans from a group of
youths outside, among whom Mr. Moore and Mr. Me(Cosh stationed
themselves.  He showed that the Act in Halton had as yet only had
two years trial, while license had hundreds of years trial, and had
always failed. 1le quoted from the Ontario Prison’s report showing
that while crime in Halton inereased 10 per cent,, the year before
the Act came into operation, it decreased 40 per cent., the first year
after it came into operation.  If probibition was “ a Yankee inven-
tion,” and it proved to Lie a remedy for the evil, it should not be re-
jected.  But he quoted Saltaire, in Yorkshire, the district of Scfton
Park, in Liverpool, the town of Bessbrook, in Ircland, and County
Tyrone, in Ireland, in all of which prohilition had proved an un-
doubted and incalculable blessing.  He ridiculed the idea that the
liquor sellers paid the revenue, for every cent paid to the public ex-
chequer through them came from the people, with cnormous and
ruinous interest.



