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VISICING THE UICK.
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'r-P. practice of visiting the sick ie Dot
nieglocted ia Canada, particularlv in the
country diRtridts, If any olie ;s reported
te, be cerioumly ill, battling with disease,
and striviug again8t the la8t enerny, imme-
diatâlY the noighbours of the country side,
caît to inquire for tbem, and sit in the
roorn aronut the invalid till flie apartnet
la altnost stifling, and tha invalid eaui hardly
drawv a breatb. Medical men often cern-
plain of the evils of the practice, and clergy-
men often filid that they cannot have a
spiritual conversation ivith the individual
Nvho is unwell, except i the kpresence of
curions oulookers.

Our attention bas been directed to this
subjeet rccently, and we give otir rëadèrs
ttîe practical adv'ice which results from
obsgervation and î'ellectiin:

(1.) Those wbo attend upon the sick
ouglit to know by expcî'ienca, or learii by
enquiry, whetlîer it is good for the sick
otie to be visit'ed by ail Who choose to couic,
or only by those who have a. right to corne;
and they sheuld ivithout fear or favour act
eut their duîy in the maLter.

(2.) Those who visit who are not rela-
tives, nor i'ery particular, friendm, should
mot take up tlîe very absurd notion that
becauso they bave taken tbe trouble to cuit
and etiquire for the invalid, thut therefore
ttiey should bo adrnitted into the sick
eeîrtiler and have a conver&-ation with hlm..
Tlîat shenld ho doîernsined by the guardian
of thea invalid, whose decihion âhould ho
satisfactory. If yenai-e.illowved tesethein
and spcak to tbom, do net iveary theni
eut, as if they had as mucli strength te
answer questions as you bave te ask. If
you do mnake any observations, mnake theni
to- some profitable peint. If you cannot
Bay anything apprepriate, say nothing.

(9.) If yoii arG a Chriatitit friend, Wh>
are allowed to mce them, do ilot occnpy
thefr time with an injudicious haranguee ct
religion. A great deai of harin is done in
thiF3 way by well-mneaning poople. If a
dozen of tbern visit on the saine day, tlîey
seein ail tO feel as if necessitv was laid l pon
thein to speak te the iliv.lid, Cnpecially if
the invalid be a Chîristian, ou the gospel.
Sorne favourite lino of thougbt, ou1 %vhieh
they are prosy, they preach iupon tilt even
a heatthy individualw~ouktz get tired. Now
thîs might be toler.ited if only eue such
instance occurred in a {av; ;bit when these
are numerous, to ivhi.-tî ara adâld th*
proper pastoral viàitatiotns-, and the fami]y
worship, the maitter Lecornes serions,, and
a sacrifice to the invalid. No Imnrnt is in-
teuded, but harm, je doue, and tbe iuivalid
is the sufi'erer.

(.3.) When your visit *is nuade then
leave. Do not sit. around the rooîn, look--
ing and gaping and taking, unlesa,- you
b ave sonje business. The invalid needs
repose, needs fresh air, neds to be as rnnuch
atone as possible.

(4.) After you lenve, meditaite on the
lessons of the siek ehamber. If you are
healthyv and strongr now, your tînme of
trouble and Sickness x-nay corne. . If you
are prepared to lie you witl be le2s afraid
to face iL If you are not prepared te die,
then dIo not wait foi' the sick bcd. You
may not haye a sick bed; but if vou bave,
you will find that it is a poor place to pre-
pare te meet yotir God. The titne is now.
Prepare therefore foir the worst withont
delay._____

A sullen silence is bothi a sin and a
punishnieut. There3 is a generation amng
us who, ivhen they aie under the affiicting
bau)d of God, have no xnouths to plead
with God, ne lips to pî'aise God, no tongues
te justify God; theze aro possesscd with a
dumb devil; they wvrong many ut once,
God and Christ> bodiesaand souls.-Brook.
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