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mentioned, was tho contrivance by svhich slie shaok off the aati-
cing dominion of reposc, and aroso to sit down to hov lessons
ke a school-boy.  Well may a late English writer excleim, “it
is not vory probable, that we shall sco in our days such women
aguins”’

[t is a beautiful trait in ber character, that afier she had spent
many plonsing yeuis in the literary society of London, she cheer-
fully reticud 107 hor native place ) tuke care of her aged father,
who had bued left alone by the marriage of his other children.
Tu some one, who lamented the trouble it must give her, she
made the fullowing oxcellent reply : “ It is propee I should bo
rather mere copfined at home, and [ canuot bo s0 much at the
ispusal of my friends as when my sister snpl‘)liod my place at
wie. | As to anything of this kind hurting the dignity of my
head, 1 have no idea ol it, cven if the head were of much more
consequunce than I fucl it to be.  ‘The teto post of honor con-
siats in the discliirge of those duties, whatever ' vy happen to
be, which arise frum that situation in whick Providence has fixed
ts, unid which we may be astured is the very situation best cal-
culated fur owr virtue and happiness.”

She closed hoe lappy aud usclul career ut the advanced age
of eighty.caght, surrqunded by numcrous friends, and uninter-
rupted ju the use of all her faculties save that of hearing, show.
ing how Little the occupations of literature, if moderately pursued,
are dutniecatal to health, Muy hier poble example of industry
and pisty bo deoply impressed upon our minds, and constantly
carried out in our conduct? © Juxia.
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Bvil commenications corrupt good manners.—~PauL.

‘Tue morals of men, Uke their manners, are, to a great extent,
tho resuly, of association. By an abinost insensible process we
assimilate, in chara-ter, to the influences by which we are sur-
rounded; and hence the namerous proverbs, which infer the cha.
racter of men from their companions, and aseign to vice an in.
sulious power to contaminate, and to virtue, the clevating and
enaobling infleences of truth and hotiness.  And as the actions
of men are ofiener detevmined by their character than their in.
terest,—as thuir conduct tukes its color more from their acquir.
ed taste, inclinations and hibits, than from a deliberate regaid
to their greatest good, it becomes us constantly and assiduously,
to guard agdinst cvery influence that would conspire with a na.
taral disposition to subdue the feeble forces of purity, and to em.
play cvery means that wi'l imbue the mind with right principles
apd affvctions; i elements of character, and the masters of ac.
tion. DExternal causes however, if tending to evil, obtain such a
decrded advautage over yirtue, in the voluntary aid of a depraved
heart, that it is ouly by a desperate and almaost deadly confliet
that they can be overcome.

. One: of the mout silent, but powerful of the influences by which
we arc affegted is received from the printed page. Here, through
the.gates of vision, the puro stream of truth is poured into the
secret chambers of tho saul ;—here the feelings are stirred, and
the sympathics moved by the potent power of silent thought ;—
here men speak to the heart when their voice, still in death, can
no langer attract the ear.

o The wise,
Minsirel or sage. out of their books, are clay;
But in their books, g from their graves, they riso,
Angels—that, side by side, upon our way,
Walk with and warm us ! .

N

Such, however, are not.the characters, nor are such the offi.
ces of the fyvorite and populer nuthors of the present duy.
Phey are, with hut few exceptions, .men of weak heads, and
wickeg heartz ; mtellectual dwarfs, and licentious giants ; men,
whosa talent is.only discovered in their fearful revclations of a
-corrupt imagifation, - and whose power is only Tt in arousing
;-xﬁb:wdréﬂ pus‘;iioqsx\joff tho-liaman souls -

1

uwHark wkile wo muse, without tho walls is heatd R
Tho various murmur of the laboring crowd.

How stilt, within those archivé.coll intered,

The calm Ones reign j-~and yot thoy rouss the loud:

Passions and tumults of the circling: worldit™

Oh ! they do exert a vast and most badeful influence, and the
shghtest famulianty with such boeuks is onc of those “cvil com.
mumcations” which tend incvitably to “corrupt good manners.”

“Alunent,” gays a distinguished diving,* “taken into the mind
operates hike alunent taken into the body, by assimilation. It is
converted, as it were, into the very substance of the soul, and
unparts to it, of course, its vwvn character.  We hear of the cha.
meleon, wlich takes the hus of whatever it louks upan. Ttis
s0, 1 o measurd, with our aainds. It is not more impossiblo to
assoclale as boon companions with the profligate, and yct os.
cape contammnation, than it is to peruse habitually works of a
fow moral cast, and yot rctain high woral purity.” Many,
however, profess to hold a different opinion.  Dr. Johnson, in
aliuding to this suoject has  said: “Men will not become high.
waymnen, because Macbeth is ucquiticd unthe stage.”  Aad yet,
forgetung, apparently, this previously expressed opinion in the
fourth number of his Rambler, be frankly acknowledges the cor-
rupting tendency of famjilanty with the impure.  “Many wri.
ters,” suys he, * so mingle guud and bad qualitics in their prin. |
cipal personages, that they are buth ¢qually consyicuogs; and
as we accompany them through their adveatures with delight, and
arcled by degrees to wterest ourselows in their favor ; we losg the
abhorrence of their fanlts, because. they do not hinder our plea-
sure, or perhaps regard them with some kindness, for being uni-
ted with so much meril.” o

Nor are these evils imaginary. The convictions of personal
cxperience, ond the testimony of many painful facts concur in
supporting the truthfulness of our position.  Said a dying states.
man, *“If what I read in youth gave my mind a wrong bias, I
supposc I must ubide the consequence, for I cannot investigate
now.” ‘This bias, which so gradually und jusensibly effects-a
change m o man's principles, this gencerous projudice which first
tolcrates, then admires, and tinally embraces the most immorg)
and 1rrehgious sentiments, is a tendency of which weare about
to speak, und against which we would warn wen.

I. The SCEPTICAL character of wur popular literature is
oue of its most revolting featurcs.  “The history of infidelity is
curious and instructive, At first, wodest, it did not attempt to
impugn the pure doctrine and lufty morality of the Scripturcs,
but sunply suggested the light of nature as a valuable auxifiury.
Emboldened by the success of this subtile deviee, the skeptics of
of a later duy, advanced wmuch further, and rushing into the
wildest extravagnnces, were dofeated by thicir own weapous, and
mortified in witnessing the sclf-destegying tendency of their mis.
chievous paiuciples.  Learniag wisdum ™ from past misfortunes,
the nfideis of the present day have given a new direction to
there efforts, by investing their impious notivus in a more pleus-
ing and attractive garb.. Instead of the nuhed, shrivelled, ske-
leton features of atheist;, we are vow invited to lovk upon a
more Jovely form. Instead of bold and open assault, we are
now called upon to encounter that “sleight of men and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lic in wait to deceive.,”  Having disce.
vered that their nostrum is too bitier when taken alone, they
now admgister it with what s swuet, and agrecable to the most
fasudious taste. In other words—ihe oppunents of religion, by
a most dexterous sophistry, endeavour to give a gprinkling of
infidelity to.all their literary productions, and thus ajm to revolu.
tionize the morals, and engross the formation of the public mind,

‘Fhis was the cunning desice of [Tume and Gibbon, who con.
trived, most artfully, to blend their false philosaphy with histo-
rical fucts; and thus, by the basest insinuations, assail the reli-
gious belicf of the unguarded reader; or by sneers and. slight
misrepresentations, mislead, and fatally delude the honest, byt
superficial dtudent of history. _ R .

The li%hter cfiusions _of Pope, Shelly, and Byrom, were
prompted by the, same dgsirg, and conscerated to die same yn.
holy purpose.  Their splendid talents, and rich intellectupl co-
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