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ulity confined to the less edu -ated cluss. The more ignorant and
mysterioils the source of the medicine, the more marvellous the testi-
monial and iinw-orthy of belief, so rnuch greater is the confidence.
Nostrum after nostrurn is resorted to in tlie vain effort for relief before
consulting a prolier med(ical adviser, losing, much v'aluable time iii allow-
ing, the disease to makze greater progress. tlben acld to ail this the irrepar-
able harm often donc by the use of niedicine contraindicated.

Evil habits are frequently contracted, leadingr up to confirmed
inebriety, also to rnorphinisin, etc., niany of these preparations are used
in secret, the so called secret preparations which are so iargely advertised
in the public press, stiggesting evil thought and provoking, curiosity in
the minds of our youth, cftun leadling to contamination.

There is another clabs of preparations, in the formi of stimulating
tonic.s, muade ïnd sold by reputable phiarmacibts, wlichl is frequently the
cauise of mucli mischief, particukrrly where they are self prescribed
w'hich is bo often the case. I allude to such preparations as wine of beef
and iron, coca wine, etc. These, and sirnilar preparations are frequently
prescribed by people of pparently strong ternperance principles wvho
would hesitate to use or reconimend the ordinary alcoholie preparations.

Those who suifer iost from the use of these latter preparations
are delicate neuiroties w'ho are attractcd partly by the high sounding
naines, which convey to their minds the idea that this is, indced, the very
thing w'hich they require, and partly becanse it is pleasant to the taste
and of a stirnlatin g nature, -ivin g them a feeling of temporary relief f rom
their (le pression. Aftcr a time, it becomes almost anecessity, leading fre-
quently, to the use of strc'nger preparation 3, andine in inebriety.

Cannot somethingç be donc to shield the public fromn this great evii ?'
Shall we, the member.s of this enlightened profe >sion, who sec this
mnonster, w'ith its many sided evils, daily ilaunted before us, ha,,-ving its
bold, indecent advertisemients in our publie press, pervadling, evenl the
religions journals. tliereby giving an apparent sanction, and clothingr
these nostrums; -%ith an air of respcctal:i)ility ; we wvlho daily nieet in our
professional rounds, muelancholy examiples of this terrible delusion, I say,
shaîl we not raise our voice,. in loni protest against it ?Can we not
unitedly, in soine way, arouse public sentiment, so that, in sonie rucasure,
at least, evil mnay be rectitied ?

Thiere is a law iii France, by whichi ail mnakers of patent inedicines
are obliged to put the formnula, both qualitative and quantitative upon
the package. Shiould there be any suspicion of frauid, officers are iin-
striicted to obtain samiples froin the dealh -.s or vendlors. 'Jpou the
,aspicion beiug veriffied by analybiq, the officurs are enipowered to rrolii-

bit. fürt.her manufacture and sale.


