
376 DUTY OF PROFESSLON AND STATE.

as one of the happiest memories of a lifelong contest with
disease. Dr. .Mitchlil goes on to say tiat in sehool clildrei
imperfect eyes cause lcadachie, vertigo or eveni a confusion of
mind that makes study impossible. The child gets eredit for
beiug stupid or idle, but a pair of glasses nakes the differential
diagnosis betv:êen lazy vice and studious virtue.

Li Switzerland, German «y, and other European countries,
and in sone of the leading American cities. where svstemnatie
medical inspection hlas been made, it is surprising hlie nuiimber
of children tut have been found to have defective sight.. .In
some iznstances as ligh as frim 20 to .50 per cent., and the
majority of these were found to require glasses. From 10 Io
20 per cent. of the children examined were fouind to have
defective hearing. When we consider that Ui eves and the
ears are the chief avenues through which ail knowledre miust
cone to the child, we can readily sece ie neeessity for, andf.
the importance of, such an inspection.

w in conclusion, there e three important points I wish
to em-phasize:

(0) TJIt ii view of the fact that the laimîentable mrtalitV
in infaney and early childhood is due Io im-proper feeding and
hygiene, the resuilt of igneorance on tli part of mothers and
Ihose entrusted witi tie care and feedinz of infant, and chil-
drel. that il the best interest of the state the government
shiould supplv in pamphlet forn fîull information for the
proper care and feeding of infants and children. die saine to W
supplied through their family physici an.

(2) That according to statisties, next to malntrition, in-
fectious and nervous discases is flic mnost important factor
in causing ibis large mortality ; iherefore a sy-tenatie medical
inspection of sehools is absolutelv necessarv o ensur'. safety
to the child and to the conmnnit., and tiat this Association
co-operate with fli various Boards of i.eilth and .iBoards- -if
Education to seure tbis further safeguard to human life.

(3) That it is thie huv of hie State towards its improperl
cared-for children to give thcin a good physical, mental anid
imoral start till they are sixteei vears of age, and the majorify
of theni vill develop iole men an.d womnen.

These seem to be the rocks upon wlhich the medical profes-
sion may he tle beacon light to keep the rising genleration froni
a mental, moral and a physical shipwreck.


