DU CURLLSPONDENCE.

ngents of the [eerctary at War, correspond direetly with the War Oifice,
aul const ler thease ves dts contidentoal eaopdoses. Cinraed with the daity
of [ Feventtg wiaste, and ]unmuling CCuBuiny. It is not wonderin!,
ther forc, that seie of these ofitcers ~honld abuse their privileses, retuse
to purchase arficles sanethioned by the principal Medieal Offiecr, and even
make unfzvorible reports of hun to the Wor Cflice, and aceuse huni of
thwartine the ceonomieal views of the Seeretary at War.

As one procf of the exteut to which the systein of shabby ccononsy
hus been ecamed by the War Department, L may state the foltowing
snall fact. Wihilst the head quarters of the wider’s regiment were
stationed ot Lmnskillen, in Irelund, in 1823, he was detached at Cavan,
forty nules distant, being then an Assistant Sweecon.  One day e re-
cenved an offical order to proceed mmediately to head quarters, the
Surecon having been attacked with sudden and dangero. sillness.  The
wonter started in the manl conch an honr afterwards. Tno few days the
Pavmaster apphed ‘o the War Ofiice for anthonty to pay twenty-three
shithnes the tue of the coach.  This wasrefied, on the grovaal that
the Surgeon’s horse onght to have heen sent fur the Aswstant Smecon,
wngd expense thus sved, It was asked, how was hisbaggage to Le con-
veyed T The final reply was the horseshonld earry both ! T he anount
aas never heen jaud, and probably some Wasr Office elark lias been e
munerated for sneeesting this small saving, by a per centape on the
twenty-three smllings.

Thave hittle doubt that many of the complaints of the British (Tospitals
in Turkey and the Crimea arose from a fear of displeasing the War
Office authorities by any remurkalle ontlay, and a concurrent apprenen-
sion thutat would not be sanctioned.  Indeed the minds of Purveyors,
and Medical Oficers also, must have been narrowed by being trained
i a system of prching economy, and could not casily expand and adapt
demselves to the exigeneres of the time.  Theyought to have reflected
that the presswre of public opirion. would make oven the War Office
liber.d, and that their persistzuee in thewr old stinginess might now be
highly disapproved.

During the Winter the want of food must have cansed great distress
in the G Hospitals at Sebastopol, and indeed it appears strange how
any patient conld recover in a thin tent, at a temperature about zero of
Fadneubeit. Twonder in the geucral outery against the Medical De-
garinent that this was not laid to their charge.

With respect to the exertions of Miss Nightingale and her companiens,



