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A Lecture on the Uses dnd Abuses of Phrenology.

whxch they can be communmcated and made intelligible
to. every undemtandmg and the singular kind of satisfac-
tion that arises from' their apphcatlon, (if the results of
sueh apphcatxon of them were true,) by way of forming a
Judgment of the character of others and measuring their
, capacmes, were causes that could not fail to excite atten-
hon ‘to them and win for them a very general favour,
espemally where evidence of a very taking kind and
sometimes very convincing, could be alwaysat hand and
appealed to. The most remarkable circumstance, how-
' ever, connécted with the history of phrenology is this,
that while there are very few who totally reject its doc-
i s—very few who do not admit that some of them
[ suecephble efa very surprising though restricted appli-
cahon, a very small number of persons distinguished for
then- general attainments and ability have adopted itin all
‘ita parts and regarded it as a science that has established
any mmsputab]e theory. This is the more remarkable,
maamuch as the study of phrenology is attended with few
ol' those’ dlﬁicultles which bury or conceal their evidence
from the cu\twators of other sciences. Every head is a
factor rather a number of facts—almost every head can
seen or handled——no difficultinstruments are required
for observatxone, no Iong journeys, no laborious watchings,

_ho'expensive nor ingenious experiments. The phreno-

!oglat seeks for facts, he professes to build hisdoctrine on

. ‘the foundanon of facts alone~—upon the rock of the Ba-
conian phllosophy, and facts are every where accessible
‘8nd‘as ‘abundant as the . individuals of the species, the
laws of whose thind he claimsthe discovery of,and profes-
gén to'elucidate ; all these advantages for the accunmlatmn
-afevidence,together with theincrease that years have made
to the accuracy ‘and extent of - our knowledge of the an-
atomy and physwlogy of the human subjeet, as, well as
other animals in the order of thejr descent—for all these

regarded as somethmg remarkable in its history, that near-
Iy, all those most competent {0 pronounce a judgment on

~’phiténology. have rejected its doctrines as expounded and
zpphed by its professed students and admirers.

Nevertheless the pursults of, the phrenologlste have
heen produceve of various beneficial effects, for which

\«they are, justly entitled to, lasting - gratitude and respect.,

- Whatevet be. the fate of their system, 1 whether it be re-
- celved: ‘or’rejected, and whether it be sound or unsound, it
el he allowed on all hands that for the collection of

fhcts: whlch they: have: made and published, moral and |

g iufellectual science stands, indebted for a valuable portion

.of its. treasures, and- that they have comerred incalculable
; baneﬁts 3 upon, mechcal science by their contributions to the.

,i;etudy and ‘structure of the human brain. . No medical
"f ttudent will be unwilling to. concede the obhgzmons which:
medical 'science hias to acknowledge in favour of several

of the dxstmgmshed peraons who have engaged S0 en-

thusiastically in defence of this 1heu- favonte system ; and
though it cannot unquestionably, in its present state, be
taken as a theory of the mind itself—as a just exposition of
the lTaws by which the mind acts, by, exh1b1tmg the bra-r.
a3 the organ of the mind and showing it to be more or
Jess dependant upon the healthiness of its ﬁmctxons, it
has provided, so to speak, both for the safety and improve-~
ment of the mind. Whether the brain be_termed the or.
gan or the niedium, there is no doubt but that ns state
affects the mind itself; consequently, by 1mest1gat1ng and
ascertaining the causes that serve to impair the healthy
exercise of its functions, or to destroy them altogether,
what vast sources of evil may not thereby be removed,

what a field, cleared for the most beneficial operat:ons. If
the causes that distress and injure it can be elearly point-
ed out, if you can describe before-hand the sources of ite
weakness, the quarter from which the attacks of its ene-
mies are most {formidable, the mind forewarned of the
dangers that surround the brain, the agent of its counsel
and action is thus armed beforehand and prepared to
thrust away the threatened evil. It only requires to de-
fend the outworks, to maintain unbroken the lines of cir~
cumvallation, and with an ordinary degree of prudence
and potentiality -may preserve its own sovereignty and
sit a spiritual essence secure on the throne of its cerebral
dominions. By directing attention to the functions of
the brain, several mental phenomena which were before
veiled in very great.obscurity have been succes:fully ex-
plained by phrenologists ;—for example, ‘the effects ‘pro-
duced in the mind by the too intense and over long con-
tinued cxertxon of the cerehral mass ; the operation of
this as an exutmg cause ‘of dnsease, and the eﬁ‘eets of
moral 1mpresswns upon the whole human economy, pk‘e-

, servmv or restormg lhe balanced powers, the health and
numerous and very obvious advantages, it cannot but be'

uons that the brain j 1s now known to exert 1ts so marvel—
ous share of’ mﬂuence, supplymg a]l other members of

, .the system w:th the energy by whlch thev are enabled to

discharge ¢ their respective oﬂicee. Itis now exphcable
hew the mind suffers so exquxsne]y and dxrectl} with
every shock or. injury that may be sustaxned by the or-
-gans dependent upon it for the supply of that mvxsxble
and unknown power whxch the brain conveys to them
for their sustentation itis now emphcable also how the
structure of the brain can never be destroyed nor, even
be materially mJured or dlsordered thhout producmg a
corresponding uerangement of other organs. In lhe hu—
man economy the powers of dxgestmn are the pnme min-
1sters of life. . How close is their dependence _upon the
brain, - Cut. through the pair of nerves that act as a rail-

road hetween therm, that form a direct and prmcnpal me-



