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than any other, yet they are notorious supporters of all the
nostrums and humbuggery with which the daily and
religious papers abound, and I find that the further away
they have wandered from the deerees of the Council of
Trent, the more apt ave they to be steeped in thaumaturgic
and Galenical superstition. But know also, man has an
inborn craving for medicine. Generations of heroic dosing
have given his tissues such a thirst that even young infants
in the higher cireles of society have been known to ery for
certain drugs. As I once before remarked, the desire to
take medicine is the one feature which distinguishes man,
the animal, from his fellow creatures. It is really one of
the most serious ditliculties-with which we have to contend.
Even in minor ailments, which would yield to dieting or
to simple home remedies, the doctor’s visit is not thought
to be complete without the preseription. And now that the
pharmacists have cloaked even the most nauseous remedies,
the temptation is to use medicine on every occasion, and
I fear we may return to that state of polypharmacy, the
emancipation from which has been the sole gift of Hahne-
mann and his followers to the race. As the public becomes
more enlightened, and as we get more sense, dosing will he
recognizad as a very minor function in the practice of
medicine in coniparison with the old measures of Asclepiades.

After all, these difficultics—in the subject itself, in us,
and in you—are lessening gradually, and we have the
consolation of knowing that year by year the total amount
of unnecessary suffering is decreasing at a rapid rate.

In teaching men what disease is, how it may be pre-
vented, and how it may be cured, a University is fulfilling
one of its very noblest functions. The wise instruction
and the splendid example of such men as Holmes, Suther-
land, Campbell, Howard, Ross, Macdonnell, and others have
carried comfort into thousands of homes throughout this-
land. The benefits derived from the increased facilities for
the teaching of medicine which have come with the great
changes made here and at the hospitals during the past



