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Reinsch's test as recommended by the duthor, and at the conclusion of
the papey, brought forward thie preliminary evidence in the Siethurst
case, as a confirmation of his views, inasmuch as a solution was ex-
amined' for arsenic, & number of t__ies without success; and the poison
was only discovered after repeated operations. 'We formerly gave great
credit to Drs. Taylor and Odling, for their perseverance and skill in
" detecting arsenic under such circumstances, a proceéeding which is only
rendered difficult, by a bigoted adherence to one method of treatment.
We then intimated that the non-detection of arsenic must have been
owing to some other mysterious agent than chlorate of potassa. The
mystery has since then been cleared up ; the fact being, that there was
no arsenic present; except such as existed in the copper employed, and
was' dissolved' during the progress of the éxperiment.

Herapath has well observed, that no ordinary copper could possibly
cofitdin such an amount of arsenic as was found by Dy Tayl'or‘ ; thig
is undoubtedly true, but on the other hand if is well known, that so’
reliance is to be placed on the: method adopted by Dr. Taylor for
agcértaining thie quantity present:

In the evidence given at the trial wlich lias since taken place, it
appears that arsenic was detected in & portion of an evacuation, but it
uiust be remembered that the same copper was employed and that’
nothing. is said concerning the absence of nitrates, chlorates, &c.

In some of the artlcles which have appeared in recent English news-
papers on the subject, doubt is thrown on chemical evideice as to the
presence of poisons. Iu thie case of arsenic and all mineral poisons; we
1iost decid'edl’y objecﬁ to this opinibn there is no diﬂi’c‘ulty' aﬁd no
be adopted, and if we do not refuse to avail ourselves of the results of
recent and. accurate investigations.

In o late ntiniber of the Philosophical Magszine, Davy has shown
thidt avseric is present in the superphosphite of lime, uséd as a manuré;
owing. to the employment of impure sulphuric acid in’ ifs preparation.
He has also detected it in turnips grown on soil treated with this
manire; aid in peas grown in‘mould moistened with a solution of ar-
seliions-atid:

The test etiiployed inn all cases; was liowever, that of Reinsch, and
thie'copper tidy have containiéd arsenic. Divy states thatthereagents
were proved to be pure, but as in the principal experiment, the COPper
was boiled with the-acid for three hours, and as we know from Odling’s
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