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feel in looking around this ample, yet crowded ha'l, honored by so
many of the highest rank and the foremost in intelligence, and tast,
but ot least, graced by those fair friends of many a good entreprise
whose propitious smiles strengthen the labor which commands
success, and give to the success itseif its most valued charm. As
in human life there are periods of repose amd retiospection, o in
arduous undertakings there are points from which men look back
upon the trodden road and seek in what they have already accown-
phished a meusure of the means and limit of future progress. Such
a period is now reached by this Umversity, and 1t is fitting in order
that its position may be truly appreciated, that a bnef outline
should be given of its listory and operations. Its cvistence is due
10 the benevolence of the lute Mr. James McGill, formerly a mei-
chant of this city. He died in 1813, leaving a will by which he
bequeathed to the Royal Ingtitution (a corporation established by
the Provincia! Parliament for the advancement of learning,) lus
estate of Burnside, consisting of some forty-six acres of land in the
immediate neighborhiood of the city, and the sum of £10,000 m
money, as a foundation for a university. The will was contested,
and with the exception of obtaininga Royal Charter in 1821, no
action was taken apon it until 1829. 7The first step toward the
establishmen! of a university was the organization ju that year of
the Medical Faculty, which, composed of men ranking the first ir:
the profession, has been and s1i1l is sustained with admirable abitity
and vigor. In the sume year the Rev. Dr. Bethune was appointed
principal of the University, and after a further intervai of some
years, it was formally opened, in Sept. 1843, in the buildings erect-
ed for that purpose. = The undertaking, however, was not success-
ful. The college received no support, and a_length its utterly
prostrate condition attracted attention, and the Provincial Govern-
ment was moved by a number of gentlemen to aid in an endeavor
to place it on a better footing, A careful report was preFared on
the state of the University, and suggestions were made of the course
which it was advisable to follew for its amelioration, which became
the basis of much that has since been done. A new charter was
applied for, and as received in August, 1852, diflering favorably
from the former one in many of its most important provisions.

Upon the reception of the Charterthe newly-appointed Governors
immediately entered upon the labors of their trust. They began
by reforming the Statutes of the University, ia a manner to mtro-
duce a inors simple administration, and absolutely to do away with
all religious tests and privileges. The College was iuvolved in
debt, and its income, about £400, fell far short of its expenditure.
Meusures were at once taken to stop the increase of the former;
and, 1n order to improve the latter, a Provincial Act was obtamed,
modifying that of 1801, under which the Royal Institution existed,
and granting authority to sell such portions of real estate bequeath-
ed by Mr. McGill as the Governors might deem advisable. "By the
sale “of lands under the sanction of that law the income of the
University has been from time to time avgmented, until it has now
reached the sun, of about $7000. Application was also made to
the Legislature, before the adoption of the preseut system for the
distribution of the fund iu support of Education, and pecuniary asd
was granted, but in sums less than the governors had reasonably
expected, and altogether 1n adequate to place the University on the
footing whuch it ought to occupy. In consequence of the want of
substantial support from the Government, which the governors had
relied vpon in acceping the charge, it now became evident that
they must either so contract the operations of the U .iversity as to
render it of litlle value, or obtain assistauce from other sources.
An appeal was consequently made, in December of the year 1855,
to the Protestant population of Montreal, and met, as such appeals
always have been by its citizens, in a spurit of ready and uure-
strained generosity. An endowment fund, amounting to £15000 was
subseribed by a number of gentlemen, not exceceding fifty. Of
this sum £5000 was given by the Messrs. Molson (the three broth-
ers, for founding a chair of English Literature); the remainder
was made up m sums varying from £500 to £150. It will be
graulying 10 the subscribers of this fund to kuow that their help,

oth in money and moral support, came at a time of great need,
and has been of incalculable benefit. ‘Their names will stand upon
the records of this institution as laig as it endures.

It would be tedious and unprofitable 1o follow in detail the diffi-
culties and embarassments which have been encountered in the
progtess of the University, and the efforts made to surmount them.
The last formal application to the Legislature was made in 1858.
The applicants asked for a sum of mouey large enough to free the
Uuiversity from debt ; and also for a permanent endowment suffi-
cient for its maintenance upon an extended scale of usefulness.
The application was based upon grounds lormally set forth in the

Petition, from which, with the permission of Your Excellency and
the audience, I will now road an extract :—

First:—The late }r. McGill undoubtedly made his bequest under the
expectation ~nd implied promise that a further and suflicicnt endowment
would be made by the Provincial Government,

His cudowment was long anterior to the cstablishment of any Pro-
testant College in the Province and still is the only one made in it for
that purpose. Since that time hundreds of thousands «f pounds have
been bestowed by annual grants on other Educational Institutions in
Lower Canada: while, in Upper Canada, several Universities have
been founded, all of them participating more or less in the grants of
public mouneys, one of them, the University of Toronto, enjoys an endaw-
ment of 226,201 acres of lund conferred by Royal grant in 1828, from
which a sum exceeding £293,883 has been alrendy derived, and, 11 addi-
tion to this, it received during .amny years for the College connected
with it a grant of £1,111 avnually : Upper Canada College, estabiished
in 1832, was endowed by various grants between that year and the year
1835, with 53,805 acres of land, which has yielded £55,434, and hasalso
received an annual grant of £1000, which still continues  Yet no per-
manent provision whatever has ever been made for McGill College, and
all the moneys received by it from pulnicsources (of which the first wag
in 1854) do not together amount to one-fourth part of the University of
Toronto, or to one-tenth of the value of Mr. McGull's bequest.

The largencss of 1hat Lequest and the munificence with which the fund
ln}s lately been increased in the sum of £15,000 by subscription in the
City of Montreal, coupled with the character of the Uuiversity, Justify
the claim that a corresponding spirit should be mauifested by the Legis-
lature, and that after so much has been done by private beneficence, the
work may be completed by granting the relief soLght, and providing a
permanent public Endowment,

Second :—The University of McGill College i3 the only one in Lower

Canada which is non-sectarian. Assuch it possesses the confidence of
the Protestant community of every religious denomination.
. Third :—The University is not a mere private institution founded by
individual benevolence, but is Public and Provincial in itg character.
It is prepared to coofer degrees not only upon the Students of its own
Colleges, but uoder just and salutary rules, upon those of any others
which may be established in the Province,—tbus ;rendering it unne-
cessary, a8 without doubt it is inexpedient, to multiply the number of
Educationnl institutions possessing that power.

The Governing Body is appointed by the Crown and i3 removable at
pleasure. The Governor General is its Visitor.

. A large number of Scholarships in the Faculty of Arts are at the
disposal of His Excellency, and he has the presentaticn to 30 Scholar-
ships in the High School Department. :

Fourth :—This Provincial character of the University, and the Pros-
perity and influence which it has attained, mark it out as the great
centre and support of the higher Protestant Education in Lower Ca-
nada. As such, the establishmentand management of the Normal School
hus been confided to it with the spprobation of the whole community
and the confidence has been justified by a complete success.

The importance and claims for support of such a Central Institution,
great as they are, will be augmented by the incrense of population,
wealth and irtelligence, bringing with them an appreciation of the value
of Learniog and & demand for the means of its gencral cultivation. The
University of McGill College ought noi then to be confunded with the
ordinary Schools and other Educational Establishments, sectarian and
uon-scctarian, which abound in Lower Canada. It stands alone in its
character and objects, and requires from the Government a direct and
special support adequate to its importance and its wants. To place it,
in the distrivution of Legislative aid, upon the same footing with these
winor establishmeats which share jn the fupd placed in the hands of
the Superintendent of Educationis an error and an injustice, not only to
gxe U‘xlm'ersxt_\- itself but to the whole Protestant community of Lower

anada.

The Petition was without result, in so far as the great end
songht by it is concerned. I must, however, not be guilty of un-
grateful forgetfulness of the cordial and active interest which was
manifested by more than one of the gentlemen who then lormed
the Provincial Administration. Much was done by them toward
the temporary relief of the University, and in its ‘name I would
return the thanks to which they are justly entitled. Nevertheless,
the paramount object of a permanent public endowment was not
accomplished, and remains still unattained. I have passed in briet
review the various acts of beneficence by which the University
has been established and hitherto sustained. I now arrive at the
last one which it is my pleasing duty gratefully to acknowledge,
I mean the completion of the College building by Mr. Wiiliam
Molson. [ approach the subject of this munificent ‘ot with some
diffidence, lest in the sincere expression of the sentiments which
it naturally excites I may be betrayed into a warmth and earnest-
ness of language displeasing to the giver, and swhich in his pres-
ence, ?ood laste and delicacy forbid. 1 shall, therefore, content
myself with little more than a_simple narrative of the manner in
which this impontant benefaction was tendered and carried out by



