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feel in ieokitig nround ihis ample, yet crowdetl lia'i, honoed by ses
many of' the higitest raiik anid thte toremosît iii itelligence, and last.
but sait lea4t, graeed 113 titose fair friendri eof many a good entrt'pristi
whose propitious ami les sîrengilien thte labor wvtiîci cominaîids
sttccees, andl give le the success ilseli ils mo.st valuedl eit.,rni. As
in human life there are periods of repose andtei rîospection, rit il.
arduous; tîndettakingsi there aire pointet from wiîiciî mes% iool bzack
uipon the tredidens road ai seek in wlit lliey have aiready accotn-
plisieci a ineasure of the meaus and limit of fî.ture proezýrebs. Sucli
a period is net"v roachedt by this Uniîversity, atid si is tittiiig ils order
that ils position nmay be tmuly appreciated, that a brief ottîinc
sliouid bc given of ils history aînd operations. lîs e'.istencc is dtue
Io the benovolence ofithe laie Mr. James MoIGill, formerly a moi-
cihant eit his city. He died in 1813, leaviiig a %vil] by iviticit lie
beqniealhed to rite Royal Institution (a cuorporation establisied by
the Provincia! 1>ariiamsent for tuie advancetient of' learuing;,,) lits
essaie ot' Burtiside, consisling of some t'orly-six acres of lanîd in lise
immnediate iteighborliood of te city, aîtd thle suxi of £10,OWJ lit
moîîey, as a foundai ion for a uîîiversîîy. The %viil was coiested,
anîd witit tihe exception of obîainîng a Royal Chtrer lis 18-21, un
action w.as talien upon il untîl 1829. The rtrst stlp îoward the
estabishmentl of a uîtiversiîy ivas lte ergaîtizatioii iià tat ycar of
the Medicai Faculty, wiîich, cornposed et inen raîîking the lirst il.
the profession, lias been anîd sîl is stn-iaiîtcd vilt admirable ability
andi vigor. In lthe sumo yecar lthe 11ev. Dr. lethune %vas appuistl
principal of the University, and at'ter a furlther iutervai of some
years, il was forniaiiy opetteci, ii Sept. 1843, ils the buildiings erect-
cd for itat purpese. The uîîdertakîng, however, %vas net buccess-
fui. Tite college received ne support, anîd ail lengîli ils utterly
prostrate condition attracted, attention, anti the Provincial Govern-
ment %.vas moved by a utîmiber et' gentlemen le aid iii ait endeavor
lie place il on a botter footing. A careful report wvas prepared i
the stale eof the Uîtiverbity, ami suggestions %vere mnade of slo course
w.hich il w.as advisable te follow fur ils amelioratiori, witich, became
te basis of mucit that has sitîce beeti donc. A iîew. charter wvas
applied for, and %vas receivcd in Auguste 185-2, diffléri Y fiivorabiy
irom the former one in rnany et' is mnes important provistons.

Upoit fle recepo of lthe Charit lte Revy-appointled Goveritors
imntediaîeiy enîereidnupen lthe labors of thear trust. Titey began
by reforming the Statutes of the University, an a maniner te mInro-
duce a more simple admini.t,lraIiota, and absoiutely tei du awray wiltb
ail reig2ius lests and privileges. The Coilego %vas invelved in
dobl, and ils incerne, about £400, feul fur short ot' ils expenditure.
Measures were at once talion Io step lthe incerease cf Illte former;
anrie an order to imsprove ilie lter, a Provincial Aét wvas obîainied,
modifying thaI of 1801, under whiltîc the Royal Inîstitution existed,
antd graîting auîhorily tu seli suci portion-t, of reai essaie bequentit-
ed by Mr. McGill as ilie Governors mighl decîn advisabie. By the
sale of bands undei lthe sanction eof that iaw lthe iîîceîne eof lite
University bas been from lime 10 lime augmeitee, until il lias RROW
reached slt suis, ef about $7000. Applicationt w.as aise made te
the Legisiature, befote the adoption of te presetit systent foi the
distribution ofîthe fend it support of' Education, and pecuîtiary aid
wvas granîed, but in sursis bess than lte governers liîd reaboîîaly
expecîed, and altogether mn adequate te place site Uimversity cin site
footing '.viichl il ouglit le occupy. In consequence of the vautl cf
subsamtaîja support froms the Government, .vhîci ilie gùvernors bil
relied upon in auceptîng lite charge, il ne'v became evidtit iliai
lhey mtist eititer se cetitracl the operations of the U iversity as te,
render il of littie value, or obtaiti assistanîce from oiller sources.
An appeai %vas censequentl~ monde, ini December et' tite year 1855,
te the Protestant populatieoi eof Motîtreai, antd met, as such appeais
aiways have beent by ils citizens, ini a spirit of ready and uîîre-
strainedl genserosity. An endo'.vment fund, amnntil îng le £15000 ivas
subscribed by a iumber et' gentlemen, net excuedîîîg iifty. 0f
this sont £5000 %vas given by the Mlesbrs. Moisen (the trce broili-
ers, fer fonding a chtair of Eniglish Lileratire) ; lite remainder
%v'.as made tifs an surss varying from £500 te £150. fi w.ill be
Î ati iig e, te rubqcribers ef itis fond te kîiov ihat lbeir help,
b et h an meney anîd moral suippert, camne at a lime et' greai need,

and lias beeRt of' incalculable benelit. Their namnes %viii stand silpen
the records of this instilution as lois-, as il enttures.

Il would bu ledieus andti îprofiahle to feoow ii detail lte diftli-
cuities and embarassments wvhich have bect eitcoutitered inthei
progress ef lte University, and the effotsi made t0 surmeuitt ltons.
rhe last fermai application te the Legisialure %vas matie in 185.
Tiie applicanîts asuceil for a sum et' mont- 'y large enougit les froe slt
Uniiversity from debt; and aise for a permanent entlovment suffi-
cient for its maintenance upon an extended scale of usefoliise.
The. application was based %sport grounds tormaliy set forth in, the

Petiiion, from wyhich, wiîth the permission of' Yeur Exceli.iecy antd
lthe audience, fil îii Re'v risat ant exîract :

Firal :-Tite lette Mr. McGill uindoîîbtedlý ile lus bequest tînder lthe
expeclalien -nd intpiied promise thatî a fairiier antd stfitcient ciduiwruent
wiild bit made >y lthe P'rovincial Oovernniert.

tuis etidowmienu wris long antt-rior Io the vsadsmn t' any P ro-
testant ColUrge in lthe Province atnd stili is the oîiy cite miade in il for
ltait purjiose. Sînce thtat lime hîîndreîls ef tettsands * f ieîîî'ds have
been besteived by anlouai grants oit etier Edîîcitionni Insltitutions fit
Lower Canada: wbiie, in Upper Canada, several Universitivis have
bu itî fouutded, ail et' litent participalîng more or less in lthe graunlq ot'
public nioeys, one et' thei, thte University ot' Torontto, cnloy-s ait endoît-
ment; et' 220;201 acres et' land conferred by Rtoyal gratts, inii 128, frot
wliiclî a sain exceeding £293,883 bas been alreiîdy ierived, amIn, lti addi-
tion le luis, it received uburîng .ay 'ers for lthe Collegu connecîcd
wiîlî il a grain ot' £1,111l atîniitiîly: Utl er Canada Coliege, esiblislted
in 1832, iras endoived by varions g.atls betiveen ltai 3 car anîd ste year
1835, ivila 1'13,805 acres of lanîd, w hirit lias yaided £55,434, and iatstîso
rtceived an annmal grant of £1000, Nîvi tl h continues Yet nie per-
manent provision whiatever lifts ever been made fur MeOili Cotiege, and
att thte rnneys receiveti by it fron pubiicsoîirces (eof ivtict lthe tirst ivas
in 18541) do not legetîter ameutît te erte-fourtît part et' site University ot'
Toronto, Or le ene-tenh et' silo value ef Mr. McGillis bequiest.

Thte iarger.css of i bat bequest and lite mnitficencewî iviti wicl tlte t'tnd
bas lateiy been increased in the sumi of £15,000l by subýcripu'iott in lte
City of Mentreal, couplcd wili lthe cliaracter ot' the Unuiversity, juîslîfy
ste claint lthat a corresponding spairit sltoild be mai.ifested by site Legis-
lutttre, and tht after se mucit bas been douc by privale bentticence, site
%verk inay be cempleted by granting lthe relief soL-git, and providring a
permanent putblic Endownienî.

Second :-Tte Uiniversity of'McGitt College is the ouly eue in Lc'wer
Canada iwbiclt is an.nseclarian. As Sncbl il possensieslite confidence of'
lle Protestant cemmuniîy et every religieus denomination.

Tîtird :-Tlie University is net a sucre private institution fotînded by
iîîdividttal benevoience, but is Publie and Provincialin ils citaracter.
It la prcpared le confer degrees net only upon lthe Students ot' ils ewn
CeUreges, but underjuat and saiulary ruies, upon tîtose eof aîty otbers
wviict xnay bit establisited in lte Province,-îbus Irendering it usine-
cessiry, ns vitiiont doubt il is inexpedient, le, nultipiy the aumbur of
EditcalionnI institutions pessessing sihat powver.

Thte Geverniag Body is appeinted b' lthe Crown aud is removabie ai
plcasître. The Governor Genserai, is ils Visiter.

A large nuniber of Scitolarsitips in lthe Facuity o! Arts are at lte
dispoisal cf Bis ExcellencY, and he ias te prescntatifn le 30 Scitolar-
sitips in lthe Iligit Schteel Deparîment.

Fourîli:-Tbis Provincial cîtaracler ot' lte University, and lthe Pros-
perity arnd influence iviichit i bas altained, mark il out as lte great
centre and support et' Ite aigiter Pretestant Eduacalion in Lowcr Ca-
nada. As sîch, lthe establishtment and management of lteNormal Scitool
lias been confided te it iith lthe approbation et lthe wbiole cemniunity
and te confidence bas been jitstifiedl by a compiete success.

Thte importance and dlaims for support et' sucit a Central Institution,
greal as titey are, will be aumntned b' lthe increase et' popultlion,
weahîhî and intelligence, bringiiig iil litent an appreciation et' lthe valne
of'Learning and a dcmand for lthe mnenus of is gerieral cuitivatîoii. The
University o et'MGill College otiglit net ilhen te bc tont'nnded with the
ordinary Sciteols and ciller Educationai Establishmnents, sectarian and
.on-sectarian, iviticit abound in Lower Canada. It stands alerte in ils
cliaracter and objecta, aed requires fron the Goveronten: a direct and
sitecial support adequale lelis imaportance and lis vrants. To place li,un tbe distrittution et Legisiative aid, upen siae saine footing vriîi ltbose
miner establishtments ivhich sltisre lu lte fond placed in lite bauds et
ste Superinlendent et Educattion id an errer and an injustice, net only to
lte Univeriity itself but te tite whiole Protestant .commuunity ot' Leiver
Canada.

The Petition ivas iviithoul resuit, in se fair as the great end
soutitflt by il is cenceraec. 1 rouste imewever, net bc guiiîV (it' un-
,raiuul forzelfulness of tlle cortdial and active inleresl whîcith ias
~taitifested'by more ltait onue oftite gentlemen %vito lteit bormned
the Provincial Administration. Munit was donc b' îthem toward
the lentporary relief et' te Untiversity, and it ils naine 1 %votad
reluro the îhanks le whicit tltey are jusîly entiîied. Neveriteless,
thto paramouit abject ot' a permanenît public endo'.vient was net
accontplisltedl, and rentama stibi unaltaiîîed. 1 have passetl in bni
review. the varieus acte et' bensefacence by wvhich the University
has bcenî established and bitherto sautad. 1 new arrive ai site
lasi one whiich, it is my pieasiuig duly gratefully le acknotriebge,
I mean lthe compietien of lte College building by A-r. WViiliamý
Maison. 1 appreacit the sublec. of titis munificent gîfu %vith Boene
diffidence, lest ini lte sîncere expresstion of the setimnts wiuich
il naturaiiy excites 1 mnay be beîrayed mbt a '.varmîh anti earnesî-
ness et' laqîuage dispicasi ng to thte gîver, and w.hicb in bis pres-
ence, good ta'te and deiicacy forbiti. I sitail, therefore, content
mypeîf wîîh littho more Iban a simple narrative et' lthe rnsannier in
Nvhicx this important benlefactton, %va. tendered and carried out by


