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cThe Making of Canada.

Hall Cainie, the fanons niovelist,
beinîg asked ilen on a recena visit to
this couiîtry wlictlier lie tliouiglît Cania-
diaii life funîishied iiaterial for a great
novel, replied, -Ves, decidedly. Voti
hiave the descendants of tw~o great
nationali tics diaiiietrîcallv opposite to
eachi otiier iii tastes andc clîaracteristics,
two dominant religions equally op-
posed to ecdi other, anxd a coînîtiy
wvh;chi w~ot1ld give a fit settinicr to the
greatest evelits iii lxîstory.'' Xet (1lnCk
aiid keenl observer thougli lie is, a
transllient visit could -iv'e but a v'ery
inadequiate coinception of the real possi-
bilities of our vouing couîîtry.

Few inideed, eveli of otir own people,
rcaliz.e hiow I)re-eiiilielltly Canada is
the laiîd of great things. Botui(led on1
tlîree skies h)y oceans, on the fourtli
by lakes that are inilanid seas, witli
prairies for xvheat fiels, and " woods
of pine anid niiaple whiere E imglanid

nglit be lost,'' w'ithi river highiways
tliousaiids of miles long, xvithi a bit of
a lake ini lier iinterior wlhcre you iiiay
drop yonr camoe andl l)all a distance
of 13,ooo miles, iii thîe forefront aniionig
nîjuieral prodticiig niationis,-tlie stu-
pendonis possibilities thiat lie before lier
dazzle the inmaginatioin. Even iowv conl-
servative business nmen are niiedi tating
unidertaking(s, vast enougx and appa-
reîîtly cizuerical cnlotghi, to be the
subject of a tale fromn the " Arabian
Nighlts. " But uxider our very eyes %ve
sec tliemi heinig accomiplisliC(l.

Also, inievitable accompaîimieîît of
large resoiirces, Canada lias lier great
difficulties, cliîîîatic, political, anld coin-
iierdiai. Questions of world-wide iii-
terest, as -well as tixose of internal but icr
lcss vital mîomîenît, are looinig liefore
lier, and infanît nation thotigh slie be,
tiiese probleis imust l)e grappled witli,
and thiat very proinptly, aird with nio
puîîy armi, iii the near f uture. Nor
are our pecople iinequal. to tlîeir task.
Onie stri kingic characteristic of Canadian
life is the thirst for kniowledgye whlîi
will iii aliy way furthmer progress.

Sacrifices of timie and iîîoney are
uxîistiiîtiingly mnade for this end.

Doulbly strange is it thieil to see sucli
a people conîparati vely idi iferent to
onie chief esseîîtial of a coniprehiensive
grasp of the questions conifroxîtilig
tlwînii-tlie history of the imakiîg of
their owni country.

Truce, it lias been asserted by more
tliail oie of oir foreinost Canadian
scli()Iars, thiat Canaclianl Iistory is as
yet of iio very great imîportanîce, tliat
we play oiy a very iiiiiior part uipon
thec stage of nations. But hiow~ great
a part -%vas 1En'iglaiid playilig ini the
w'orld's eyes duriuig the reigni of Alf red
the Great, or at Hastinîgs, or at the
siging of the Magna Cliarta? Vet
froin tiiese smnall beginingis -was
sliape(I the wliole future tr(fl of flhc
Britishi empire, a niot altogetiier iiusig-
niificaut ciplier in the w'orld's lhistory!
XVithi the younig country as w~ith
the y-otng persozi, it is less present
achieveinents thian latent possibili ties
ini whichi we are iliterested. Anid we
xniust kniow our country ini orzler to
knlow Nvliat to expeet froin it. To
understazîd anîd interpret the present,
we inust know it iii the past, its coni-
sti tuent elemients, wi th thieir chiaracter-
istics and origini; its different phiases of
life; aud its struggles, political anidsaii-
guiniary, witlî ail the forces working
toward its presexît stage of evolution.
The past withi its inistakes and tri-
uniphs should f urnishi uîot onily inisiglit
but forcsighit for the present and
future.

Thioughi brief, Caîmadiani history lias
beezi iieithier insignificant iîor iniiter-
esting. Our bold predecessor, the
Iindiani, the claring French explorers,
the hieroic French nîiissionaries, the
great Coxupanies and thieir colon-
ies, furniishi pages rivalling ini interest
the far-famied days of chivalry. Our
birth as a Britisli colony we owe to the
life and death struiggle for colonial
snpremiacy of the two f oreinost nations
of Europe. Iii later daYs ive have the
comng of the Loyalists, political strife,
rebellion, confederation, the opeing of


