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THE CANAIAN ECONOMIST.
Ce me wre now, thon, to the *- mpôrtatians

1843-',stnuncîured...............Ilbg.1,027
Uninanufijcturccj.. ......... 105,573

-- 1.2»5.745
...........ure ..........Ilb.. 1,689,661

Uiiiiititufacturcd.......... .. 314,191
- 2,003,852

1845-..........e..........I. 2,345,370
Utnîanufactured ............... 496,892

- 2.842,262
The progressive inirrenqé in the importations of ilis article, it

will be observed, i5 t'ery r1rikiiug, and afl'ords anoîlier prouf of tho
advantage of a lowv rate of duty, for il is obvions that the incrcasod
trahfie cati bc attributod ta n othier apparent cause!

Next, 'vitît respect to Coffée. Tite importations from 1839 Io
1841 cannot be givon ta bo relied upon, fur the saine tensions ae
%we gave respecting Tobacco. Indeed, wo may add, once for ail,
that no importations cati bo givon Nvith accuracy p rior te 1842,
imrept such as wrere mode exdusively by sea, owing to tUie arregulari-
tics whirh p rovailed up to that time in the Cu.îom-lhouse de-
partinent of %vhat wvas dien called Uper Canada ; and as our
supplies of Tobacco and CotYco havoefor maniy )-cars past boon
dt'rivecl almost e\clusiveiy from United States markets and by
iniand Mnus of transportation, it mu,.t bo obvions that the entries
by sea cari rfford no criterioui of the actîtal importations of the
Province, and are tiierefore, for 1l-o purpose of aur present r -

qutry, absolutcly useless, so far as thiese articles are concerrnci.
1onnately a bétter stato of thinigas in the Custaxa-house depart-

mont bas prevailed since 1842, 0and we May flatter ourse ives,
therefore, that in future onquiries of this nature we blai.t bc able
to command perfect retînras of every coraodity, %vlhether of i m-port lir export. In the meantime, howovcr, wvo must jubt make
the most af what we have got.e

Beforo giving the importations Ilhon, ]ot us, ia the irst place
review the doties wvhich have pretailed.

Previnusiy ta 1842 they woero 2d curroey per poundi provin-
cial, and1 5s. sterling per cvt imperial.

From 18412 up Ia April 1845 they wero 2d. sterling pcr pound
on IIgreen "and 4dt. sterling per pound on Ilgigroîîi," the imupe-
nul duty of Sa. sterling per cwt. remnaining unichauîgý,edl.

In April 1845 the provincial duties %vcre a'.wun tue, n
they romain ta the present day as follows :- *

On "Green,» ............................. Id. sig. lierpound.
"Roasirdl..... ....................... 2d. do.
"Ground,'..; ....... ............... 4. do.

-the imperial duty nf 5s. sterling per cevt. remaining as before.
Thte importations ]lave been as fallows :

184 ................... ............................ 703,488 lb.
141 ......................................... 664,430

18415..1..................................... ..... 691,287

2,059,205 ls

Average per ycar, ............................ 684,402 lbs.
Prom the above data it appears ta us, îlîat tîte duty noiw leviedI

is flot too high for revenue purposes, and that if it wero remittod
aitogether the constimption of the article would flot tlîcreby ho
materially inereasoîl.

Molasses came next on our iist. The importations of this
article we cani givo as far baek as 1839, the %vihale qoantity on-
tered for consumption having been importil by sea, up ta Ille
commencement of the draw-back systern of the United States;
since wluich era tho Custuas-house returas ca-i bo giveri with -ne-
curacy for the w-bol Province, and heuce il o importations for
the w-hale petiod can ho g-iven wîîh accuracy.

!n lathe first place, let us glance at the duties --hich have prc-
valled.

Previousiy te 1842 the duty w-as .5d. cy. per gallon, if British;
with a differential duty of 3s. @tg. 1 er cwt. additional, if forcigan.

Prom 1842 te 1845, the Provinciaitduty%,*-as Is. 6d. stg. percwt.l
(levied by calcuiating il pounds to the -allon,)-the ditierentialjduty (eraining as before.

Since April 1845, the Provincial duty bas been le. stg, per ew-t.
-the differenttal duîy beizig unchangett.

Reducing these rates ta one common denomination, they are as
follows.

Previousiy te 1842...................... per cwî. os. 8<1. stg.
1842 te 1845............................. 4 49. Gd1.
since 18............................... 48 lis. 0<1.

Theî importations have beeri as foliows anid being nearly al-
together foreign, have of'course paid the itull raes of duly, bah
Provincial and Imperial, as stated iii the abave tabie:-

1839-82,920 gaills. <reduced eti 11bs.pet old gcl.> cwt. . 8,144
1840-146,379 4*. .14,176
1841-78,691 ' .. 7,728

30,48

Average pet yea;, nnder a duîy of 6.. Bd. *tg. pier ..... 1O,083 cwt.

1842 ........................................... cwî-. 1,586
1841 ............................................ . .1.59A2
1844............................................. ... 22,064

5J,24,J

Average per ye-%r, under s duty of lis. Gdi.stg. percewt.. 16,747 ewt

1845--Duty, 4q. stg. per cwt ......................... 36,467 cwt.
Our roaders will net fail te notice by the ahovo tables, a te-

markabie nut steadly increase in the importation of tiis article
uîîder the redîxced d uties. Undor the hiîîg dnty that prevailed
provious ta 18,12, tue importations w-are fitful and onîy averaged
10,083 ewt. per annurn; under the redor.tion which thon teck

p lace, they ai once started ta 11t,586 cwtI.. and steadly rose, yeax'
by year, tiîl in 184,5 they reached tu 36,467 cwt. I ilore is ana-

thler çplendid exam pIe of te henofit af reducing duties! itt~
the country profit by the examples wa. rire taking the trouble ta
lay hefore il ? ittl the Logislatuye condescend ta be instructcd
by tho facts which w-e are industriously accumrnulating for ets
information ?

W.ill the Goverrament, having such data for their support. have
the Courage ta corne befare Parliament with, a Bill founded upou
Froe Trade prinoiples?

We confese wve lave aur doubte, but w-e w-ill wait the meet-
ing of Parliament hefore w-e judge themn.

Nolw then far Sali, with which, we shahl close our present
article.

Previously te 1842 the cloîy levied on titis article wae 4k1. cy.
per mineOt, e qual ta about 8e. 4dj. stg per ton, calcuIRting3O bushels
ta the ton, wlîich w-e understand ix, the quantity it usuaily turne
out.

In 18g2 the duty was reducedt tes. stg. per ton on saIt imported
by sen. And, wve may as wvel1 teniark, ibis geat reduction w-as
conceded te meet the representations aof th e farwardnv interest,
Wvho complained that the Iiigh duty de prived thesa of the carrying
of a ver- important cammxxdaty ta our brethern ini the West, W-ho
found it* -icaper te import or smugale an inférior article from the
United States, instcad of tatking the w-hale ef their supplies by
way of the St. Lawrence. The'legislature saw the farce af these
representat ions, and very properly reduced the duiy on Salt arn-
portod hy sea te is. sig. per tan; but they w-cnt a stop further,
and thereby, in our opinion, violateil sound principlest they
imposed aduty of 2s. 6d. stg. per barrdlnf 2ob. of sallpt we
inan otl ther way than by sea. This of course w-as aimed at Arme-
rican sait, and aur breothern in the West w-ho feel the incenvonh-
once of the law, very proponly complain of ut. It isa differenttal
duty of the very w-orsI kind, as w-cil as encons in amauta. It in
unsound in principle and inconvenient in practice, and the sautier
it in donc awvay wiîh the better.

The dutiot' have not heen altered sinice 1842.
Tite importations have been as followvs

1839......................................... 484,662 minets.
1840 ........................................ 445,()25
1841.........................................349,728

Average.................................... 426,472 minets
Equal, at 30 minets ta the tari, ta 14,216 tans per anntum.

1842 .......................................... 13,902 tons.
1843.......................................... 24,023

.84..............................3 ,7
.85........................... .1 .5

82»39

Average pen annam .......................... 20,590 tons.
Our reatdors wili note, frem tlîe faregoing table, that under the

reduccîl duty, te importations of tae hast foutr years have been
nearly 50 per cent. greator ient they Nvere tiîpa) ant average af
the throe prevaous years unitir the nid dut y of 41. per bushel ;
%vhich affords another happy illustration of Ille increaso wvhich
natttraliy tak-es place iii commerce under lawr dulies.

L.o%, iîowever, asq tho duîy ttow is, w-o confess w-o would m.theT
sec il ahaîîdoned altogotîter. .. s a source of revenue it is con-
temptible,' noi yiUcling, mucli aver £1,000 per annum ; and whea
il is considec lîoi largeiy at entors in:.oe oa-gracultural indtistry
of the country Ia Ille cnitugl of Meat, butter, arid suLch likoc, and
how necessury il is te rernave ovory embarrassment frein this
branchi of îîtdustry, as wel as hiow desirablo il w-ould ho ta secire
tlle supplying ai tîte Western States of Ainerica tvith titis cor»-
modity, ail w-ltich is tvitliin aur rcach, it dees appoar te us that it
would bo silort-sighiltd policy tu jeeparilize such a field of enter-
prize for so paitry a duty, and %vw-oould accordittgily reccmmend
il te a repe.-ledl altogeier.

IVe shall itnvestigate tho cfTocts of tho ad valorem dutios ia Our
next, aîtd hope in aniother txuimher ornt ttva 1brin-, tho iniquiry Io
suc , point as w-il! juttify us in placin- our tariiras a w-hale be-
fore the counttry.
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