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every y'ear about 50,000, and that lîili wag mtva,11lly becoming Mo-
,îaiiimedau. It was of no use for tU~(1lioi te tes agyainst these
assertions; <.n suob subjecis they, good mii, are iupposed to ho
hiopelessly prejîîdied, alla it is foi' abie odlitorm to put thier righit.
But next cornes Sir W%. W. HuItert-, Nvhost- ktiowledge of Indiaxi sta-
tisties is unquestioned, and hie iiifuî'u»i ui tirnte mu fir as statistics are
available, the general population of Intlia, iu îiîîe years, lias increased
8 per cent.., but the Christian p)opuIl.atitii .11 per cent.; and that, tak-
ing B engral as a samle, whulo the Moîuîî'uNhave increased il
per cent. the Cliristians have ilucreast'd 64 peiv cent. That particular
error, thien, is finally disposed of. So iiiivh tim regards numbers; but
whlat about character? No doubt t1ierv are Matk sbeeo iii the floekc.
Missionaries are sonietimes deceiveil by iquirerse aîîd tixe children of
couverts in heathendoni are very liko yoniig people in Clîristendoni.
SI, there Lias been generally--wo uluppoito un îversally-a rcxnarkl-
able elevation of the Christian cornxilty lititit elligence and charac-
ter, and, as a conse9uenee, it lias risen autd lit riitiuig iu position, lu
India, gyoveranent returus shiow tliat crhuo eximtm îtnoxîg native Chris-
lians onlv to one-:fiftlh the degr-ee wv1ieli ob)tglîîm ninong the Ilindus.
'We believe the sanie thing is tue of couvertse li Cina, Japan and
Siaun. It is remarkably true througit-ilt the, I)îtei domîiniorns iii the
islands of Eastern Asia, as we inlay ha4veoccîi to shlow a littie
farthier on.

let us noy glance nt the chlef rmissioni fleldit eaaev beginning
at the East:

JÂIÂS.Theprogress iii this einpirc duitng the hast twenity years
or so ini -%hich iL bas been possible to preacla the <4e1xltý in publie, lias
been steady, and, as compared xvitlî fit, iii nther couintries, even
rlapid. Recently, arnong the edncate-I or lial? effitated youing men
thiere Lave been manifestations of ýa feevlingi of iilike to foreigners;
and probably tue cry of 1'Japan for the .Japatîceme" ivill wax louder-
and loudler. The strong feeling of riationality ivili affect tho missions
and thieir ecclesiastical arrangements. Qitito îicipsibly forec;n anis-
sionaries will ho told, before ton years are cone and gone, tiat their
prest-nce is no longer needed; and this nôt iecurufulhy or bitterly, but
froan a conviction that Japanese ('hrixtiau nni <'a mnage their own
affaîrs and evangyelize thieir couintrvnieu bovtter thjan foreigneE (:an.
For our part, irve respect tlieir feeling; naud tiigx we desire no
abrupt severance of existing fies, we truist to srv, cvîe long, tho great
spectacle of a national chuireh il) -self-gev-
erned an-1 solf-extcnding. We sav a national e/iur<'h. The msin
aries are laudalby exertig theniselvesi to reduve the nunîbiler cf ecele-
siastical divisions aînong Chiristian sq. Ti Il> ix t erins Irave all
-united; tImev liadi ahîîost coalesccd witii the (lonugr.(gatioiialists, whveîî
a bar was iinhappilv iinîeriosedi-frutit Anierivit, if we inistakie flot.
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